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STAFFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH. 


PRELIMINARY  NOTE. 

The  Annual  Report  for  1938  has  been  prepared,  as  in  previous 
years,  in  compliance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  deals  particularly  with  the  services  directly  administered 
by  the  County  Council. 

The  vital  statistics  show  that  the  birth-rate  continues  to  be 
higher,  and  the  death-rate  lower,  than  in  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded  and 
is  slightly  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  has  only  once  been  as  low  as  it  is  this  year,  and  is 
slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  Country  generally.  No  serious  out¬ 
break  of  infectious  disease  occurred,  and,  again  this  year,  there  is  a 
reduction  in  the  percentage  of  deaths  in  persons  of  both  sexes  before 
the  age  of  45,  which  has  steadily  fallen  since  1920.  This  points  to 
the  general  improvement  in  the  public  health,  since  it  shows  a  uniform 
advance  in  the  health  of  people  during  the  active  period  of  life. 
Consequently,  as  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  those  living 
beyond  45,  the  return  of  deaths  continues  to  show  increases  from 
diseases  that  occur  normally  later  in  life. 

In  1938  successful  efforts  were  made  by  the  County  Nursing 
Association  to  increase  the  number  of  local  Nursing  Associations 
undertaking  general  nursing,  and  there  are  now  97  local  Associations 
affiliated  to  the  County  organisation  and  9  independent  Nursing 
Associations.  The  arrangements  made  by  these  voluntary  bodies 
for  general  nursing  practically  cover  the  Administrative  County. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  of  the  County  Council 
has  been  further  extended,  and  the  Report  shows  a  gratifying  increase 
in  the  numbers  attending  the  special  Ante-natal  Clinics,  and  in  those 
who  have  taken  advantage  of  the  Rural  Ante-natal  Scheme.  In  the 
latter  half  of  the  year  arrangements  were  made  to  make  more  effec¬ 
tive  the  extra-nourishment  scheme  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  for  children  under  five,  and  the  dental  scheme  for  the  treatment 
of  these  groups  has  been  further  extended.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note 
from  the  Report  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  women  who 
are  taking  advantage  of  the  dental  scheme. 


A  large  section  of  the  Report  has  been  devoted  to  the  arrange¬ 
ments  made  under  the  recent  Midwives  Act,  which  was  fully  ex¬ 
plained  in  last  year’s  Report,  when  it  was  stated  that  the  County 
Council  had  arranged  with  the  County  Nursing  Association,  through 
their  affiliated  local  Nursing  Associations,  and  with  certain  non- 
affiliated  Associations,  to  provide  this  service.  In  this  way  the  whole 
of  the  area  has  been  satisfactorily  covered  and  the  arrangements  are 
working  well. 

The  work  of  the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory  continues 
to  grow,  and  on  reference  to  the  Report  it  will  be  seen  how  exten¬ 
sively  the  facilities  offered  are  utilised  by  Local  Authorities,  General 
Practitioners  and  Hospitals.  For  some  years  the  Laboratory  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  measures  to  safeguard  public  health,  and  the 
increases  in  all  types  of  work  undertaken,  which  are  detailed  in  the 
in  the  Report,  indicate  how  greatly  this  is  appreciated. 

Similarly,  the  report  on  the  work  of  the  Chemical  Laboratory 
shows  how  valuable  this  has  been  to  Local  Authorities  in  connection 
with  their  water  and  sewage  schemes,  and  how  essential  this 
Laboratory  is  in  safeguarding  the  purity  of  the  food  supplies. 

Again  this  year,  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  large 
amount  of  work  undertaken  by  Local  Authorities  to  improve  their 
water  supplies  and  the  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal.  The 
Report  shows  to  what  extent  the  County  Council  has  financially 
assisted  these  bodies  in  such  matters,  and  indicates  the  work  which 
remains  to  be  done. 

Speaking  generally,  the  year  1938,  from  a  public  health  point 
of  view,  has  been  a  satisfactory  one.  There  has  been  a  steady 
development  of  the  various  schemes  designed  to  improve  public 
health,  and  there  has  been  a  gratifying  response  to  these  efforts,  as 
indicated  by  the  vital  statistics  previously  referred  to,  which  must 
encourage  all  those  concerned  to  develop  further  the  various  measures 
now  taken  to  improve  the  health  of  the  community. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


{a)  Medical. 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ....  .  .  1 


School,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Ante-natal  Work 


Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  (Whole-time)  .  .  1 

t Assistant  Medical  Officers  (Whole-time)  .  .  .  .  19 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  (Part-time)  .  .  .  .  2 

County  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (Whole-time)  .  .  1 

County  Dental  Officer  (Whole-time)  .  .  .  .  1 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeons  (Whole-time)  .  .  .  .  *16 

General  Practitioners  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  only)  5 

Consultants  under  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations  and 

Consulting  Obstetricians  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Venereal  Disease  Medical  Officer  (North  Staffs.)  .  .  1 

District  Medical  Officers  under  Poor  Law  Acts  .  .  .  .  81 


Public  Vaccinators  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  81 


County  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Laboratory  : — 

Medical  Staff 
Assistants  and  Staff 


3 

19 


Standon  Hall  Orthopaedic  Hospital : — 

Medical  Staff  (House  Surgeon) 
Medical  Staff  (Visiting  Surgeons) 
Nursing  Staff 
Teaching  Staff  .  . 

(b)  Others. 

County  Chemical  Laboratory  : — 
Analyst 

Deputy  Analyst 
Assistants  and  Staff 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Assistants 
Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors 
Milk  Sampling  Officers 


1 

2 

40 

4 


1 

1 

9 

4 

7 

4 
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Vaccination  Officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Dental  Mechanics  (2  Temporary)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  4 

School,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Ante-natal 
Work,  and  Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting  : — 

Inspectors  of  Health  Visitors  (also  act  as  Inspectors 


of  Midwives)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  3 

Health  Visitor  Lecturers  on  Mothercrait  . .  . .  2 

Health  Visitors  (Whole-time)  . .  . .  .  .  55 

Health  Visitors  (Part-time)  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

School  Nurses  (Whole-time)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Dental  Nurses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  *17 


t  Ten  Whole-time  Assistant  Medical  Officers  hold  appointments  as 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

*  Includes  one  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  one  supplied 
to  a  Part  III  Local  Authority.  The  dental  treatment  for 
the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  and  the  Staffordshire, 
Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint  Board  for  Tuberculosis, 
is  also  performed  by  the  County  Dental  Staff. 


CHANGES  DURING  1938. 
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Assistant  Medical  Officer  : — 

A.  S.  L.  Rae,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  vice  A.  Watt  (21.11.38). 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : — 

Kathleen  D.Arnsby,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  vice  Janet  M.  Jamieson 

(1.6.38) . 

Consultant  under  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations  and  Consulting 
Obstetrician  : — 

P.  Playfair,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.C.O.G.,  vice  F.  Edge  (22.1.38). 
Public  Vaccinators  : — 

District  No.  26  :  J.  W.  Crawshaw,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  vice  J.  N.  Gale  (1.10.38). 

District  No.  29  :  Edith  G.  Sherwood,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  vice 
G.  R.  S.  Stewart  (29.9.38). 

District  No.  54  :  W.  E.  Pvper,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  vice  W.  C.  Whiteside 

(1.10.38) . 

The  above-named  were  also  appointed  as  District  Medical 
Officers. 

District  Medical  Officers  : — • 

Abbots  Bromley  and  Newborough  :  A.  H.  Crichton,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
vice  J.  M.  Anderson  (15.4.38). 

Brierley  Hill  No.  1  :  G.  C.  Campbell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  vice 
F.  P.  Fisher  (11.7.38). 

Second  Assistant  Bacteriologist  and  Pathologist : — 

A.  J.  McCall,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.P.,  vice  J.  L. 
Edwards  promoted  Senior  Assistant  vice  T.  V.  Cooper 

(1.8.38) . 

Veterinary  Staff : — 

This  staff  was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  on  1.4.38. 

Assistant  County  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

H.  J.  Brooks  vice  A.  Seaton  promoted  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
vice  E.  H.  Hutchinson  (1.4.38). 

K.  L.  Spence — additional  appointment  (Temporary  1.5.38  ; 
Permanent  1.7.38). 

D.  H.  Barnes — additional  appointment  (15.8.38). 
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Each  of  the  above-named  hold  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Exam¬ 
ination  Joint  Board. 

Health  Visitors  : — 

Miss  J.  J.  Craig  vice  Miss  M.  A.  Davies  (16.2.38). 

Miss  A.  M.  Cunningham  vice  Miss  E.  Dickenson  (17.10.38). 

Miss  K.  U.  Lewis  vice  Miss  E.  A.  Aspinall  (14.11.38). 

Each  of  the  above-named  holds  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate, 
the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and  is  a  fully  trained 
nurse. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

1  .—GENERAL  STATISTICS. 
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Area  of  Administrative  County  .  .  .  .  .  .  (acres)  685,503 

Population  of  Area  (estimated  mid.  1938)  .  .  749,900 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1938 

(General  County  Purposes)  .  .  .  .  .  .  £3,060,929 

Estimated  net  product  of  a  penny  rate  1938-39 

(General  County  Purposes)  ..  ..  ..£11,759  13s. 7d. 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  (Legitimate) 

12,897 

6,582 

6,315 

Births  (Illegitimate)  .  . 

355 

180 

175 

Birth-rate  17.7 

Stillbirths 

582 

304 

278 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  births  42.1 

Deaths 

8,412 

4,497 

3,915 

Death-rate  11.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

total  births 

Puerperal  sepsis 

•  • 

12 

0.9 

Other  puerperal  causes 

28 

2.0 

Total 

40 

2.9 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

AREA  AND  POPULATION. 


57 
56 
79 

1 ,033 
9 
26 

58 


Since  1934  there  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  area  of  the 
Administrative  County. 
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Area  and  Population. 


The  population  figures  of  the  various  districts  used  in  cal¬ 
culating  the  birth  and  death  rates  have  again  been  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General. 

As  all  deaths  of  persons  serving  with  H.M.  Forces  are  now 
allocated  to  their  area  of  residence  in  the  same  manner  as  civilian 
deaths,  the  estimates  of  resident  population  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  have  been  used  for  the  calculation  of  birth  and 
death  rates. 

In  1934  the  Registrar-General  supplied  Areal  Comparability 
Factors  for  adjusting  local  death  rates,  based  on  the  average 
mortality  rates  experienced  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  three 
years  1930-32,  divided  into  eleven  sex-age  groups,  which  have  been 
applied  to  the  corresponding  sex-age  groups  in  the  1931  census 
population  of  every  Borough,  Urban  District,  and  Rural  District 
in  the  Country. 

The  rate  obtained  when  the  crude  death  rate  is  multiplied  by 
this  factor  is  then  comparable,  from  a  mortality  point  of  view,  with 
the  crude  death  rate  of  the  Country  as  a  whole  or  with  the  mortality 
of  any  other  local  area,  the  crude  death  rate  of  which  has  been 
similarly  modified  with  its  own  factor  for  the  purpose. 

Strictly  speaking,  the  adjusting  factor  applied  only  to  death 
rates  experienced  in  the  year  1931,  but  population  constitutions 
change  relatively  slowly,  and,  save  in  exceptional  circumstances, 
the  factor  may  be  used  for  practical  purposes  until  fresh  population 
constitutions  are  available  from  the  next  census. 

The  rate  for  each  district,  adjusted  by  applying  the  Areal  Com¬ 
parability  Factor,  is  shown  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 


In  the  following  table  the  census  population  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  for  1931,  and  the  estimated  population  to  the  middle 
of  1938,  are  set  forth  : — 


Estimated  Population  as 

Census,  1931 

at  middle  of  1938 

Urban  .  . 

490,632 

*  569,200 

Rural  . . 

212,622 

*  180,700 

Totals  .  . 

f703,254 

749,900 

*  The  increase  in  the  population  of  the  Urban  Districts,  and  the 
decrease  in  that  of  the  Rural  Districts,  is  due  to  the  changes  in 
Sanitary  Districts  and  boundaries  which  took  place  on  the  1st  April, 
1934,  under  the  Staffordshire  Review  Order,  1934. 


Area  and  Population — Births.  13 

t  The  census  population  of  the  Administrative  County  as  con¬ 
stituted  at  the  31st  December,  1938,  is  less  than  this  figure  by  2,902. 
The  estimated  population  in  the  portion  of  the  County  area  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton  on  the  1st  April, 
1933,  was  5,419,  but  this  decrease  was  partly  neutralized  by  the 
fact  that  on  the  1st  April,  1932,  a  portion  of  the  County  of  Warwick, 
with  an  estimated  population  of  2,517,  was  added  to  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County. 


Births. 

The  live  births  registered  in  the  Administrative  County 
numbered  13,252,  compared  with  12,885  the  previous  year,  the 
number  in  the  Urban  Districts  being  10,319  and  in  the  Rural  Districts 
2,933. 

Stillbirths.  There  were  582  stillbirths  registered  during  the  year, 
of  which  438  were  in  Urban  and  144  in  Rural  Districts.  The  stillbirth 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  for  the  combined  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  is  0.78.  During  the  same  period  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  0.60,  and  for  the  large  towns  in  England  0.65. 

The  mean  birth-rates  in  the  whole  Administrative  County  and 
in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  respectively,  for  ten  quinquennial 
periods  and  for  the  past  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  in 
which  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  included. 


Live  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  Population 


DISTRICTS 

5  yrs 
1889- 
1893 

5  yrs 
1894- 
1898 

5  yrs 
1899- 
1903 

5  yrs 
1904- 
1908 

5  yrs 
1909- 
1913 

5  yrs 
1914- 
1918 

5  yrs 
1919- 
1923 

5  yrs 
1924- 
1928 

5  yrs 
1929- 
1933 

5  yrs 
1934- 
1938 

1938 

p 

2 

<n 

"  Combined 

Urban  and  Rural 

33.6 

33.2 

32.5 

30.3 

27.8 

24.0 

24.1 

20.2 

17.6 

17.1 

17.7 

’E 

O  J 

E  1 

Urban  . 

35.5 

34.7 

33.6 

31.5 

29.2 

25.0 

25.0 

20.7 

18.1 

17.5 

18.1 

c 7. 

^  Rural . 

30.2 

30.5 

30.2 

27.0 

24.4 

21.6 

22.0 

19.0 

16.6 

15.7 

16.2 

England  and  Wales  ... 

30.8 

29.7 

28.7 

26.9 

24.5 

20.4 

21.3 

17.8 

15.6 

14.9 

15.1 

Large  Towns  in 

England  . 

31.5 

30.7 

29.7 

27.8 

25.2 

*20.9 

22.0 

18.2 

15.8 

14.9 

15.0 

*  4  years. 


As  will  be  seen,  the  live  birth-rate  per  thousand  of  the  population 
for  this  year  is  17.7,  whilst  for  England  and  Wales  it  is  15.1,  and  the 
corresponding  rates  for  1937  were  17.4  and  14.9,  respectively.  Last 
year  the  rate  for  the  Urban  Districts  was  17.9,  and  for  the  Rural 
Districts  15.7. 
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Deaths. 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Administrative  County  amounted 
to  8,412,  the  number  in  the  Urban  Districts  being  6,456  and  in  the 
Rural  Districts  1,956. 

In  the  following  table  comparative  rates  for  ten  quinquennial 
periods  and  for  the  past  year  are  given,  together  with  corresponding 
figures  for  the  Country  as  a  whole,  and  for  large  and  small  towns 
throughout  England. 

Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  Population 


DISTRICTS 

5  yrs 
1889- 
1893 

5  yrs 
1894- 
1898 

5  yrs 
1899- 
1903 

5  yrs 
1904- 
1908 

5  yrs 
1909- 
1913 

5  yrs 
1914— 
1918 

5  yrs 
1919— 
1923 

5  yrs 
1924- 
1928 

5  yrs 
1929- 
1933 

5  yrs 
1934- 
1938 

1938 

<D 

cn 

"  Combined 

Urban  and  Rural 

18.1 

16.9 

16.1 

14.6 

14.1 

15.0 

12.3 

11.4 

11.6 

11.3 

11.2 

pd 

u 

O  J 

Urban  . 

18.9 

17.5 

16.6 

15.1 

14.7 

15.5 

12.6 

11.5 

11.8 

11.3 

11.3 

07 

^  Rural . 

16.8 

15.7 

15.1 

13.4 

12.7 

13.8 

11.6 

11.2 

11.2 

11.2 

10.8 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

19.1 

17.4 

16.9 

15.3 

13.9 

15.2 

12.5 

12.0 

12.3 

11.9 

11.6 

Large  Towns  . 

21.0 

19.0 

18.2 

15.8 

14.3 

15.5 

12.6 

12.0 

12.3 

12.0 

11.7 

Smaller  Towns . 

17.6 

15.9 

15.7 

14.9 

13.6 

14.1 

11.5 

11.0 

11.2 

11.4 

11.0 

As  will  be  seen,  the  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population 
for  this  year  is  11.2,  whilst  for  England  and  Wales  it  is  11.6,  and  the 
corresponding  rates  for  1937  were  12.0  and  12.4,  respectively.  Last 
year  the  rate  for  the  Urban  Districts  was  11.9,  and  for  the  Rural 
Districts  12.2. 

In  the  following  table  I  have  shown  the  chief  causes  of  death 
for  the  last  ten  years,  the  numbers  given  for  1938  being  67.0  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths  : — 

Table  Showing  Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

*  Zymotic  Diseases  ... 

376 

301 

281 

311 

231 

223 

303 

217 

241 

194 

Influenza . 

570 

131 

311 

221 

424 

139 

170 

121 

359 

142 

Tuberculosis  of  Res¬ 
piratory  System 

492 

476 

497 

412 

469 

438 

434 

358 

412 

372 

Tuberculosis,  other 
forms  . 

100 

104 

112 

113 

87 

93 

86 

74 

90 

93 

Cancer,  Malignant 
Disease  . 

899 

912 

897 

915 

896 

963 

981 

968 

989 

1033 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

462 

431 

477 

510 

460 

443 

457 

477 

505 

472 

Heart  Disease . 

1448 

1366 

1500 

1561 

1579 

1556 

1618 

1846 

2006 

2003 

Bronchitis  . 

622 

352 

485 

369 

409 

311 

377 

366 

329 

262 

Pneumonia  . 

933 

588 

630 

570 

607 

570 

562 

540 

603 

633 

Congenital  Debility, 
etc.  . 

420 

409 

459 

443 

413 

412 

415 

472 

482 

428 

*  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers,  Measles,  Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Diarrhoea. 


Deaths. 
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On  examination  of  this  table,  it  will  be  noted  that  heart  disease 
easily  heads  the  list,  no  fewer  than  2,003  deaths  being  attributed 
to  this  cause.  This  number  is  nearly  double  that  next  on  the  list, 
viz.,  cancer,  with  1,033  deaths.  Although  there  has  been  almost  a 
continuous  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  heart  disease 
recorded  during  the  last  ten  years,  they  have  occurred  in  the  degener¬ 
ative  period  of  life,  and  as  people  now  live  longer  than  they  did  a 
generation  ago  we  must  expect  an  increase  in  deaths  from  this  cause. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  is  slightly  more  than  that 
for  last  year.  There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  during  the 
last  ten  years,  but  as  the  liability  to  cancer  is  enhanced  as  age  ad¬ 
vances,  the  growing  incidence  can  be  explained  in  a  similar  manner 
to  that  given  for  the  increase  of  deaths  from  heart  disease. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  different 
age  groups,  from  various  causes,  during  1938.  It  is  interesting  to 
compare  this  with  the  previous  table  showing  the  principal  causes 
of  death  .  Pneumonia  again  took  heavy  toll  of  child  life,  no  fewer 
than  191  deaths  in  children  under  five  years  of  age  being  due  to  this 
cause.  Of  the  751  total  deaths  occurring  in  children  under  one 
year  of  age,  120  were  due  to  pneumonia.  Deaths  from  infantile 
diarrhoea  were  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  there  being  58 
deaths  in  children  under  two  years  of  age  compared  with  55  in 
1937.  Deaths  from  bronchitis  show  little  change,  but  the  number 
of  deaths  in  children  due  to  this  cause  has  decreased. 

The  figures  for  influenza  were  considerably  less  than  in  the 
previous  year.  In  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  the  majority 
of  deaths  took  place  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45,  as  is  usually  the 
case.  The  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  is  given  under  the  appro¬ 
priate  heading  at  the  end  of  this  Report.  It  will  be  noted  that  deaths 
in  infants  under  one  year,  due  to  congenital  debility,  premature 
birth,  malformations  etc.,  amount  to  415,  a  decrease  of  59  over 
the  previous  year.  I  refer  to  this  matter  in  the  appropriate  section 
later  in  the  Report.  (Page  58.) 


Deaths. 
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The  following  table  has  been  prepared  covering  the  last  19  years, 
in  which  the  percentage  of  deaths  under  45  years  of  age  is  worked 
out  in  relation  to  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages,  and  in  the  table  the 
sexes  are  divided. 

Speaking  generally,  28  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  now  occur  under 
the  age  of  45,  so  that  72  per  cent,  occur  afterwards.  From  a  public 
health  point  of  view,  this  is  a  matter  for  congratulation,  for  it  shows 
how  effective  the  preventive  measures  have  been  during  youth  and 
in  the  productive  period  of  life.  On  reference  to  the  previous  table, 
giving  the  chief  causes  of  death,  it  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been 
a  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  usually 
associated  with  the  later  periods  of  life,  such  as  cancer  and  heart 
disease,  since  a  larger  number  of  people  over  45  survive  than 
did  in  years  just  following  the  war.  Continuous  medical  research 
on  the  causes  of  these  diseases  is  taking  place,  and  although  more 
light  has  been  thrown  on  their  origins,  we  cannot  expect,  as  yet,  to 
be  able  to  formulate  measures  of  prevention  as  successful  as  are 
now  available  for  diseases  of  infective  origin. 


Deaths  under  45  Years  of  Age — Male  and  Female— Shewing 
Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  (All  Ages). 


MALE 

FEMALE 

YEAR 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Per  cent, 
of 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Per  cent, 
of 

all  ages 

under  45 

Total 

all  ages 

under  45 

Total 

1920 

4626 

2295 

49.61 

4084 

1935 

47.38 

1921 

4545 

2120 

46.64 

3985 

1759 

44.14 

1922 

4534 

1943 

42.58 

4191 

1793 

42.78 

1923 

4197 

1816 

43.27 

3788 

1556 

41.08 

1924 

4332 

1795 

41.43 

3906 

1520 

38.91 

1925 

4556 

1919 

42.12 

4161 

1724 

41.43 

1926 

4148 

1658 

39.97 

3808 

1441 

37.84 

1927 

4458 

1766 

39.61 

4082 

1564 

38.31 

1928 

3965 

1449 

36.54 

3563 

1180 

33.12 

1929 

4813 

1827 

37.96 

4293 

1453 

33.84 

1930 

4100 

1473 

35.92 

3672 

1211 

32.98 

1931 

4376 

1472 

33.64 

3933 

1272 

32.34 

1932 

4190 

1425 

34.01 

3824 

1174 

30.70 

1933 

4213 

1415 

33.59 

3900 

1207 

30.95 

1934 

4105 

1261 

30.72 

3655 

1054 

28.84 

1935 

4284 

1354 

31.61 

3802 

1159 

30.48 

1936 

4203 

1266 

30.12 

4022 

1100 

27.35 

1937 

4793 

1484 

30.96 

4075 

1041 

25.55 

1938 

4497 

1296 

28.82 

3915 

1065 

27.20 

18  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area — 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Local  Government  Act,  1929. 

In  former  reports  it  was  stated  that  it  had  been  decided,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  to  establish  hospitals  for 
the  north  and  south  of  the  County  at  Newcastle  and  Wordsley.  At 
the  Wordsley  Institution  this  policy  has  been  carried  out  and  the 
additional  staff  appointed,  using  the  existing  buildings  for  the  time 
being  until  it  is  apparent,  from  actual  experience,  what  further 
development  is  necessary.  Owing  to  a  request  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  that  further  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  scheme 
for  the  north  of  the  County,  the  building  of  the  new  hospital  has 
had  to  be  postponed. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief. 

Since  the  transfer  of  this  service,  under  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929,  to  the  County  Council,  its  functions  have  been  co-ordinated 
with  the  general  health  services  of  the  County.  Persons  in  need  of 
treatment  whose  cases  are  referred  in  the  first  place  to  the  Public 
Assistance  Department,  and  who  would  formerly  have  been  dealt 
with  under  the  Poor  Law  Acts,  are  now  referred  where-ever  possible 
to  the  appropriate  Committee  of  the  County  Council.  Children  form 
the  majority  of  these  cases,  of  course,  and  many  of  them  have  been 
dealt  with  during  1938  under  the  Council’s  Orthopaedic  Scheme  and 
by  the  Education  Committee. 

Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

There  was  no  alteration  in  the  accommodation  for  mental 
defectives  during  the  year.  At  the  31st  December  there  were  398 
certified  cases  chargeable  to  the  County  in  institutions,  369  of  whom 
were  at  Great  Barr  Park  Colony. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General  Nursing. 

At  the  end  of  1937  there  were  91  Nursing  Associations  affiliated 
to  the  County  Nursing  Association  undertaking  general  nursing  in 
the  Administrative  County,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  under  review 
this  number  had  been  increased  to  97,  the  following  new  Associations 


having  been  established  : — 
Madeley  and  District 

(1.1.38) 

Midwifery  and 

Longnor  and  District 

(1.1.38) 

General  Nursing 
Ditto. 

Heaton  and  District 

(1.2.38) 

Ditto. 

Sedgley  District 

(1.3.38) 

General  Nursing. 

Needwood  Forest 

(1.6.38) 

Midwifery  and 

Heath  Hayes  and  District 

(17.12.38) 

General  Nursing 
General  Nursing. 

Nursing  in  the  Home — Midwives. 
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Of  the  97  Associations,  89  now  undertake  midwifery  as  com¬ 
pared  with  85  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  four  of  the  new 
Associations  including  this  service  in  their  activities.  At  the  31st 
December,  1  only  of  the  89  were  not  concerned  with  the  midwifery 
service  inaugurated  by  the  County  Council  as  a  result  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1936,  viz.,  Norton-in-the-Moors  and  Tipton,  but  the  former 
was  included  from  1st  January,  1939.  The  Tipton  Association 
operates  in  the  area  of  another  Local  Supervising  Authority. 

In  addition  to  the  Administrative  County,  the  County  Nursing 
Association  have  five  affiliated  Associations  functioning  in  the 
City  of  Stoke-on-Trent  and  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton. 

There  are  still  nine  independent  Nursing  Associations  under¬ 
taking  general  nursing,  and  three,  viz.,  Essington,  Stafford,  and  . 
Tutbury,  also  include  midwifery,  the  two  first  named  forming  part 
of  the  County  Council  Scheme. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

In  the  County  Health  Visiting  Area,  arrangements  exist  whereby 
local  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  in  the  event  of  epidemics  of  measles 
or  diarrhoea,  can  obtain  the  services  of  trained  nurses  to  look  after 
the  cases  in  their  own  homes.  Little  advantage,  however,  has  been 
taken  of  this  arrangement,  and  during  1938  no  application  was 
received  from  any  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Mid  wives  Act,  1936. 

In  my  Report  for  1937  I  dealt  extensively  with  the  Scheme 
which  came  into  operation  during  that  year  as  a  result  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Act,  when  I  explained  that  the  County  Council  had 
arranged  with  the  local  Nursing  Associations,  the  majority  of  which 
are  affiliated  to  the  County  Association,  to  administer  the  new 
midwifery  sendee  on  their  behalf.  I  did  not  confine  my  remarks 
to  1937  only,  but  detailed  the  progress  which  had  been  made,  step 
by  step,  up  to  the  time  when  the  last  newly  formed  Association 
commenced  its  activities  on  1st  June,  1938,  in  an  area  not  previously 
served  for  nursing  and  midwifery.  In  this  Report,  therefore,  I  do 
not  propose  to  elaborate  on  the  initial  stages  of  the  scheme,  but  to 
place  on  record  our  experience  of  its  working  and  the  minor  amend¬ 
ments  and  additions  which  were  found  necessary  during  the 
remaining  part  of  1938. 

The  area  for  which  the  County  Council  is  the  Local  Super¬ 
vising  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  the  Midwives  Acts  is  the  whole 
of  the  Administrative  County  with  the  exception  of  the  Municipal 
Boroughs  of  Rowley  Regis  and  Tipton.  There  are  23  Urban 
Districts  and  10  Rural,  with  an  estimated  population  at  the  middle 
of  1938  of  668,730. 
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Midwives. 


At  the  31st  December,  the  service  was  conducted  by  89  local 
Nursing  Associations,  including  those  at  Stafford  and  Essington, 
which  are  unaffiliated.  In  addition,  the  County  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion  Headquarters  directly  control  the  work  of  whole-time  midwives 
in  six  areas  where  either  local  Associations  undertaking  general 
work  only  preferred  not  to  include  midwifery  in  their  activities,  or, 
as  yet,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  form  x\ssociations.  No 
change  is  indicated  by  the  foregoing  remarks,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  County  Association  dispensed  with  the  services  of  a  whole¬ 
time  midwife  in  the  parish  of  Norton-in-the-Moors,  and  from  the 
1st  January,  1939,  the  local  Association  operating  in  that  area 
became  a  part  of  the  scheme. 

The  staffing  arrangements  of  the  districts  remained  substan¬ 
tially  the  same,  the  establishment  being  increased  by  two  nurses 
only,  due  to  the  Streetly  and  Madeley  Nursing  Associations  each 
finding  it  necessary  to  make  an  additional  appointment.  The 
former  Association  engaged  a  Queen’s  Nurse-Midwife,  and  the  latter 
a  State  Registered  Nurse-Midwife,  in  each  case  the  duties  being 
combined  with  general  nursing.  The  ultimate  aim  throughout  the 
County  Area  is  to  improve  the  nursing  services  generally  by  the 
provision  of  fully  trained  women  to  replace  those  holding  the  Certi¬ 
ficate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  only.  During  the  year  this 
was  possible  in  respect  of  five  vacancies,  one  Queen’s  Nurse  and  four 
State  Registered  Nurses  being  selected  to  fill  them.  At  the  31st 
December  there  were  two  vacancies  due  to  the  resignations  of  village 
nurses.  Excluding  the  latter,  the  following,  therefore,  is  a  summary 
of  the  staff  placed  in  districts,  i.e.  excluding  relief  nurses,  at  the 
close  of  the  year  : — 


Affiliated  Associations 

Unaffiliated  ,, 

Comity  Nursing  Associ¬ 
ation  Headquarters 

Totals  ... 


Whole-time  Midwives 
S.R.N. 

Queen’s  S.C.M.  S.C.M. 
5  21  36 

3  —  2 

—  3  19 

8  24  57 


Part-time  Midwives 
S.R.N. 

Queen’s  S.C.M.  S.C.M 
21  4  47 

—  —  1 


21  4  48 


162  Midwives  (89  whole-time  ;  73  part-time). 

S.R.N. — State  Registered  Nurse.  S.C.M. — State  Certified  Midwife. 


Broadly  speaking,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  interfere  with 
the  general  organization,  which  has  proved  satisfactory,  but  several 
minor  improvements  have  been  effected. 
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I  mentioned  last  year  that  in  areas  where  the  whole-time 
midwifery  service  was  kept  entirely  separate  from  the  general 
nursing  the  County  Council  allowed  a  sum  of  £5  per  nurse  for  adminis¬ 
trative  purposes.  This  was  found  to  be  inadequate  and  from  the 
1st  July,  1938,  it  was  agreed  to  pay  to  the  local  Associations  con¬ 
cerned  £15  for  one  or  the  first  midwife,  £10  for  the  second  and  £5 
for  each  additional  midwife  in  excess  of  two. 


It  was  also  pointed  out  in  the  1937  Report  that  30s.  Od.  had  been 
stipulated  as  the  fee  to  be  charged  for  attendance  on  women  who 
were  delivered  of  living  or  stillborn  children,  and  15s.  Od.  in  con¬ 
nection  with  miscarriages  or  abortions,  both  for  midwifery  and 
maternity  cases.  This  applied  to  Associations  only  who  maintained 
a  whole-time  service,  the  position  as  it  affected  areas  in  which  the 
midwifery  service  is  not  distinctly  separable  being  still  under  con¬ 
sideration  at  that  time,  and  it  was  ultimately  decided  that  in  such 
instances  no  flat  rate  should  be  specified  by  the  County  Council. 

The  majority  of  the  Associations  with  a  whole-time  midwifery 
staff  are  also  responsible  for  the  general  nursing  in  their  areas,  and 
during  1938  the  question  was  raised  as  to  procedure  which  might 
be  adopted  in  connection  with  cases  which  became  septic  shortly 
after  confinement,  as,  before  the  scheme  came  into  operation,  the 
general  nurses  of  many  Associations  took  over  such  patients  from 
the  independent  midwives.  It  was  agreed,  therefore,  that  the 
practice  should  continue  and  that  half  the  fee  ordinarily  payable 
for  the  midwife’s  services  should  be  credited  to  the  general  nursing 
account. 

Another  contentious  point  which  has  been  decided  is  the  appor¬ 
tionment  of  cost  in  the  case  of  Associations  whose  nurses  undertake 
general  work  as  well  as  midwifery.  At  the  beginning,  the  County 
Council  agreed  to  meet  the  increased  expenditure  consequent  upon 
the  introduction  of  their  scheme,  and  to  consider  the  making 
of  additional  grants  where,  at  the  end  of  any  financial  year,  a 
deficit  was  experienced.  As  regards  the  latter,  in  view  of  the  dual 
nature  of  these  Associations,  the  County  organisation  asked  for  a 
definite  basis,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  local  Associations  be  re¬ 
quired  to  raise  for  general  nursing  purposes  an  amount  equal  to  not 
less  than  one-third  of  the  gross  expenditure  for  the  year,  against 
which  shall  be  set  off  all  subscriptions,  donations,  income  from  special 
efforts,  and,  in  respect  of  general  nursing,  fees.  The  County  Council 
will  then  provide  up  to  two-thirds  for  midwifery,  income  in  respect  of 
Health  Visiting  Grant,  the  basic  grant  payable  under  the  midwifery 
scheme,  all  midwifery  and  maternity  fees  being  set  off  against  the 
amount  to  be  provided. 
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In  two  instances  during  the  period  under  review  assistance 
towards  motor  transport  was  requested,  first  by  the  Great  Haywood 
Nursing  Association  in  view  of  the  large  extent  of  their  area,  and 
secondly  by  the  Oakamoor  Nursing  Association  because  of  the 
extremely  hilly  and  inaccessible  nature  of  the  district  they  serve.  In 
each  instance  the  application  was  acceded  to. 

The  remission  of  fees  in  necessitous  cases  has  also  been  placed 
on  a  proper  basis,  and  it  was  decided  to  apply  as  a  guide  the  existing 
scale  used  in  connection  with  doctors’  fees  payable  under  the  Mid- 
wives  Acts,  which  is  reproduced  later  in  the  Report.  The  final 
decision  as  to  the  extent  of  remission  is  given  from  this  Department 
after  consultation  with  the  County  Treasurer. 

Towards  the  end  of  1938,  the  position  of  married  midwives  who 
become  expectant  mothers  came  to  prominence  as  a  result  of  cases 
in  point.  All  aspects  of  the  matter  were  taken  into  consideration 
and  the  County  Council  decided  that  a  pregnant  midwife  should  be 
required  to  cease  work  two  months  before  the  expected  date  of  her 
confinement  and  remain  off  duty  until  a  medical  certificate  can  be 
given  signifying  full  capacity  for  normal  activities,  the  latter 
remarks  to  apply  to  absences  due  to  miscarriages  or  abortions. 
It  was  also  resolved  that  no  salary  be  paid  during  such  off-duty 
periods. 

I  remarked  in  last  year’s  summary  of  the  scheme  that  the  County 
Nursing  Association  were  maintaining  an  adequate  relief  staff,  and 
at  the  close  of  1938  fifteen  nurses  were  engaged  in  that  capacity, 
4  Queen’s  nurses,  5  State  Registered  nurses  and  6  holding  the 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  only.  In  several  instances 
where  the  geographical  aspect  of  the  areas  permit,  and  in  others 
where  there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  whole-time  midwives,  the  relief 
nurses  have  been  given  settled  districts.  The  number  of  whole¬ 
time  district  midwives  allotted  to  certain  of  the  Urban  Districts  is 
also  such  that  the}^  are  self-contained  for  relief  purposes,  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  balance  of  work  alone  was  not  sufficient  to  warrant 
an  additional  whole-time  appointment.  In  the  case  of  neighbouring 
rural  associations  whose  nurses  are  provided  with  motor  transport, 
reciprocal  arrangements  for  relief  have  been  made  and  no  difficulty 
is  experienced,  particularly  as  all  midwives  have  telephones  in¬ 
stalled  at  their  residences. 

As  regards  the  relation  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  and 
the  County  Nursing  Association  to  the  salaried  midwives,  which  I 
defined  in  my  last  Report  by  stating  that  it  had  been  made  perfectly 
clear  that  the  County  organization  were  concerned  with  administra¬ 
tion  only,  there  has  been  no  difficulty  or  misunderstanding. 
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The  only  portion  of  the  County  not  covered  by  the  scheme  is 
the  Parish  of  Tutbury  (Tutbury  R.D.)  where,  as  I  explained  last 
year,  there  is  an  efficient  unaffiliated  Association  who  requested 
that  they  should  be  permitted  to  continue  their  previous  activities 
outside  the  arrangements  instituted  by  the  County  Council.  Whilst 
commenting  on  this  point,  however,  I  would  mention  that  there  is 
a  Military  Barracks  at  Whittington  (Lichfield  R.D.)  with  a  Branch 
of  the  Soldiers’,  Sailors’  and  Airmen’s  Families’  Nursing  Association, 
who,  during  1938,  made  an  application  for  a  grant  in  connection 
with  midwdfery  work  in  the  garrison.  As  there  is  a  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion  at  Whittington  Village  which  is  participating  in  the  scheme, 
and  whose  Nurse  could  also  serve  the  Barracks,  the  request  was  not 
granted.  This  followed  an  inquiry  which  revealed  that  the  Barracks 
Association  preferred  to  keep  their  own  nurse. 

Post  Certificate  Courses. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  governing  these  Courses  operated  from  the  1st  January,  1939, 
the  County  Council  completed  their  arrangements  so  that  the  first 
group  of  midwives  commenced  the  four  weeks  instruction  at  the 
beginning  of  the  New  Year.  The  Institution  approved  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  this  area  is  the  Sorrento  Maternity  Home, 
Birmingham,  which  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  City  Council. 
The  financial  aspect  of  the  matter  received  full  consideration  and, 
as  regards  salaried  midwives  employed  by  the  Nursing  Associations 
under  the  scheme,  it  was  decided  that  the  County  Council  should 
pay  the  full  cost,  including  travelling  expenses,  less  15s.  Od.  per 
week  for  food  and  laundry,  which  the  midwives  are  required  to 
refund.  In  the  case  of  independent  midwives  it  was  resolved  that 
no  payment  be  made  towards  the  expenses  incurred  in  connection 
with  the  Courses. 

Compensation. 

During  1938,  eleven  midwives  voluntarily  surrendered  their 
Central  Midwives  Board  Certificates  to  this  Authority,  claiming 
compensation  in  accordance  with  Section  5(1)  of  the  1936  Act,  and 
the  total  amount  paid  was  £4,300  12s.  6d.  The  County  Council 
was  also  concerned  with  four  similar  applications  made  to  neigh¬ 
bouring  Authorities,  each  midwife  practising  in  the  area  of  more 
than  one  Authority  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  her  Certificate, 
and  the  total  of  the  contributions  was  based  on  £233  8s.  6d.,  the 
amount  paid  by  Staffordshire  being  £116  14s.  3d. 

In  accordance  with  Section  5(2)  of  the  Act,  which  lays  down 
that,  during  a  prescribed  period  and  subject  to  other  conditions, 
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an  Authority  may  require  a  midwife  to  surrender  her  Certificate  if, 
by  reason  of  age  or  infirmity  of  mind  or  body,  she  is  incapable  of 
efficiently  performing  her  duties  as  a  midwife,  a  survey  of  the  area 
was  made  early  in  the  year.  At  that  time  it  was  ascertained  that 
only  two  elderly  midwives,  who  practised  occasionally,  could  be 
placed  in  the  category  mentioned,  and  the  procedure  specified  by 
by  the  Act  was  put  into  effect,  the  total  compensation  payable 
amounting  to  £29  11s.  3d. 

Midwives  Acts,  1902-1926. 

As  stated  in  the  previous  section  of  the  Report,  the  work  under¬ 
taken  under  these  Acts  relates  to  the  Administrative  County  with 
the  exception  of  the  Municipal  Boroughs  of  Rowley  Regis  and 
Tipton,  and  at  the  middle  of  1938  the  area  had  an  estimated  popu¬ 
lation  of  668,730.  In  addition  to  the  two  districts  mentioned,  the 
area  in  which  the  County  Council  is  responsible  for  maternity  and 
child  welfare  purposes  does  not  include  the  Municipal  Boroughs  of 
Bilston,  Newcastle,  Stafford  and  Wednesbury,  and  the  Urban 
Districts  of  Cannock  and  Coseley,  so  that  the  population  in  this 
respect  is  reduced  to  442,750. 

On  the  31st  December  there  were  216  domiciliary  mid  wives 
resident  in  the  County  area  who  were  actually  practising,  162  district 
(89  whole-time  ;  73  part-time)  and  15  relief  midwives  employed  by 
Nursing  Associations  under  the  scheme,  one  employed  by  the 
Whittington  Barracks  Nursing  Association  outside  the  scheme,  and 
38  in  independent  practice.  Included  in  the  latter  figure  are  8 
midwives  who  were  also  engaged  at  registered  Maternity  Homes, 
and  in  addition,  there  were  10  maternity  home  keepers  who  do  not 
undertake  domiciliary  cases.  Twenty-five  out-of-area  midwives, 
including  3  employed  by  Nursing  Associations  whose  areas  extend 
into  Staffordshire,  were  in  active  practice  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
None  of  the  midwives  resident  within  the  County  is  bona  fide. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  the  majority  of  the 


midwives  resident  in  the  County 

area  are 

under  45  years 

of  age  : — 
65  and 

Salaried  : — 

21-44 

45-64 

upwards 

District  .  . 

99 

62 

1 

Relief  Staff 

12 

3 

Independent 

Maternity  Home  Keepers 

20 

19 

only  .  . 

3 

7 

134 

91 

1 

1 
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During  the  year,  the  total  cases,  including  miscarriages  and 
abortions,  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives,  was  10,386,  and  the 
summary  given  below  indicates  the  numbers  taken  by  each  class  of 
midwife  : — 

Cases 

Salaried  : — 

Whole-time  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7,030 

Part-time  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 ,977 

Independent  resident  in  County,  including 

Association  midwife  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,090 

Out-of-area  including  Association  midwives  .  .  289 


10,386 


The  average  number  of  cases  taken  by  each  whole-time  salaried 
midwife  was  79. 


In  the  table  which  follows  more  detailed  information  of  the 
cases  attended  is  given,  divided  into  the  three  areas  of  the  County. 


Total 

Births 

(Live 

and 

Still¬ 

born) 

Live  and  Still  B 

irths  attended 

t  Births  in 
respect  of 
which  no 
record  is 
available. 

*As  Mid  wives 

f  As 

Maternity 

Nurses. 

. 

. 

Births 

0/ 

/o 

of 

total 

Births 

0/ 

/o 

of 

total 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of 

total 

North 

3143 

2110 

67.1 

630 

20.0 

403 

12.8 

Central 

3691 

2525 

68.4 

541 

14.7 

625 

16.9 

South 

5361 

3759 

70.1 

562 

10.5 

1040 

19.4 

Totals 

12195 

8394 

68.8 

1733 

14.2 

2068 

17.0 

*  Doctors  not  having  been  engaged  for  the  confinements. 

|  Doctors  having  been  engaged  by  the  patients. 

t  These  figures  are  in  respect  of  births  which  (i)  were  attended  by 
doctors,  no  midwife  having  been  engaged  ;  (ii)  took  place  out¬ 
side  the  Administrative  County  ;  (iii)  took  place  in  Institutions. 
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As  regards  (iii)  of  the  third  note  to  the  above  table,  the  following 
are  particulars  of  the  institutional  births  (live  and  still)  dealt  with 
in  the  area  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  : — 


In  Public  Assistance 
Institutions  .  . 

Midwifery. 

418 

Maternity. 

127 

Total. 

545 

In  Maternity  Homes 

160 

243 

403 

578 

370 

948 

In  addition  to  the  births  already  detailed,  the  domiciliary 
midwives  attended  patients  having  abortions  and  miscarriages  as 
follows  : — 

As  As  Maternity 

Midwives.  Nurses.  Total. 

North 

63 

38 

101 

Central 

74 

23 

97 

South 

39 

22 

61 

176 

83 

259 

Since  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  were  altered  so 
that  more  adequate  attention  could  be  paid  to  ante-natal  care,  every 
endeavour  has  been  made  to  induce  women  not  to  book  for  their 
confinements  at  the  very  last  stage  of  pregnancy,  as  so  commonly 
happened  in  the  past. 

In  this  connection,  tables  appeared  in  my  Annual  Reports  for 
1928  and  1934,  showing  the  periods  of  pregnancy  at  which  patients 
had  booked  midwives,  and  similar  information  has  been  obtained  in 
respect  of  the  1938  bookings,  which  is  included  in  the  comparative 
table  at  the  end  of  this  paragraph.  The  particulars  given  amply 
demonstrate  that  the  endeavours  being  made  are  bearing  fruit  and 
that  we  are  receiving  much  more  co-operation  from  the  patients 
themselves  in  the  measures  we  are  taking  to  reduce  maternal 
mortality  and  morbidity.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  most  favour¬ 
able  position  obtains  in  the  southern  area,  which  is  probably  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  largely  urban  in  character,  for  in  the  past  it  has 
been  found  that  patients  in  the  agricultural  districts  tend  to  book 
later  in  pregnancy.  However,  the  percentages  of  earlier  bookings 
in  the  northern  and  central  areas  are  extremely  gratifying  and  lead 
one  to  think  that  the  importance  of  ante-natal  supervision  is  being 
realised  amongst  the  rural  communities.  It  cannot,  of  course, 
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be  over-emphasized  that  it  is  only  by  women  taking  full  advantage 
of  the  various  services  provided  by  Local  Authorities  on  their  behalf 
and  using  extreme  personal  care,  that  we  can  hope  to  obtain  and 
stabilise  a  minimum  rate  of  maternal  mortality. 


Northern  Area 

Central  Area 

Southern  Area 

Pertod 

Percentage 

Percentage 

Percentage 

1928 

1934 

1938 

1928 

1934 

1938 

1928 

1934 

1938 

Under 

6  months 

10.9 

29.8 

37.0 

19.3 

34.8 

47.2 

31.7 

41.3 

51.3 

6  months  ... 

21.2 

25.6 

28.1 

29.8 

28.1 

24.5 

28.9 

25.2 

23.8 

7  months  ... 

31.9 

24.4 

18.6 

29.7 

22.6 

17.2 

23.6 

20.9 

14.9 

8  months  ... 

23.9 

15.1 

11.1 

17.2 

10.9 

8.3 

13.1 

10.3 

8.0 

9  months  . . . 

12.0 

5.0 

5.3 

3.9 

3.6 

2.7 

2.6 

2.2 

2.1 

In  compliance  with  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
4,688  notifications  have  been  received  from  certified  midwives  in 
1938  under  the  four  headings  set  forth  in  the  following  table,  which 
includes  figures  for  comparison  with  the  past  ten  years,  together 
with  the  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives  : — 


Year 

Number  of 
Births 
attended  by 
Midwives 

Sending  for 
Medical 
Help 

Still¬ 

births 

Death  of 
Mother 

Death  of 
Child 

1929 

10,154 

3,154 

233 

17 

127 

1930 

10,115 

3,505 

225 

10 

142 

1931 

9,787 

3,741 

221 

17 

140 

1932 

9,621 

3,755 

229 

11 

150 

1933 

8,839 

3,789 

203 

11 

154 

1934 

9,172 

3,784 

236 

13 

162 

1935 

9,155 

3,865 

226 

14 

147 

1936 

9,272 

4,144 

246 

13 

192 

1937 

8,202 

3,860 

211 

7 

150 

1938 

8,570 

4,283 

222 

9 

174 

28 
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The  following  table  shows  to  what  extent  domiciliary  midwives 
have  had  occasion  to  call  in  medical  assistance  at  confinements  over 
a  period  of  24  years.  From  this  it  will  be  observed  that  there  has 
been  a  large  increase  in  this  period  of  the  requests  for  medical  help, 
which  can  be  ascribed  to  the  trained  type  of  midwife  that  is  now 
practising.  This  is  also  reflected  in  the  increase  in  the  fees  paid  by 
the  County  Council  to  medical  practitioners,  as  shown  in  a  subsequent 
table. 


Number  of  Practising  Mid  wives,  Confinements  taken  by 
Midwives  and  Doctors’  Calls  before,  at  and  after 

Confinement,  1915 — 1938  : — 


Year 

No.  of 

Practising 
Midwives 
at  end  of 
Year 

T  rained 

Not 

Trained 

No.  of  Confinements 
taken  by  Midwives 
as  Midwives 

Doctors 

Calls 

(Mother  or 
Child) 

%  of 
Medical 
Calls 

1915 

320 

129 

191 

11,325 

1,209 

10.7 

1916 

307 

137 

170 

10,632 

1,291 

12.1 

1917 

301 

145 

156 

10,377 

1,202 

11.6 

1918 

288 

152 

136 

10,174 

1,165 

11.4 

1919 

284 

179 

105 

10,616 

1,809 

17.0 

1920 

286 

181 

105 

13,770 

1,769 

12.8 

1921 

301 

207 

94 

12,800 

1,948 

15.2 

1922 

290 

224 

66 

13,033 

1,992 

15.3 

1923 

287 

230 

57 

11,637 

1,894 

16.2 

1924 

272 

225 

47 

11,382 

2,083 

18.3 

1925 

286 

247 

39 

11,780 

2,219 

18.8 

1926 

285 

250 

35 

12,201 

2,523 

20.7 

1927 

274 

252 

22 

10,282 

2,564 

24.9 

1928 

276 

263 

13 

10,523 

2,764 

26.2 

1929 

275 

262 

13 

10,154 

3,154 

31.0 

1930 

265 

255 

10 

10,115 

3,505 

34.6 

1931 

277 

268 

9 

9,787 

3,741 

38.2 

1932 

267 

262 

5 

9,621 

3,755 

39.0 

1933 

287 

282 

5 

8,839 

3,789 

42.9 

1934 

277 

272 

5 

9,172 

3,784 

41.3 

1935 

269 

265 

4 

9,155 

3,865 

49  9 

1936 

274 

271 

3 

9,272 

4,144 

44.7 

1937 

203 

202 

1 

8,202 

3,860 

47.1 

1938 

201 

201 

— 

8,570 

4,283 

50.0 
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The  following  figures  show  the  causes  which  occasioned  the 
sending  for  medical  help  : — 


Causes  of  sending  for  Medical 

Northern 

Central 

Southern 

Aid 

District 

District 

District 

Total 

Pregnancy  : 

Disproportion 

— 

10 

— • 

10 

Query  Presentation  .  . 

— 

24 

10 

34 

Threatened  Abortion 

18 

28 

21 

67 

Puffiness  of  face  and  hands 

4 

6 

3 

13 

Fainting 

2 

8 

8 

18 

Varicose  Veins 

8 

12 

12 

32 

Fits 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Vaginal  Discharge  .  . 

3 

11 

12 

26 

Unsatisfactory  condition  and 

general  health 

86 

66 

186 

338 

Excessive  Sickness  .  . 

7 

11 

18 

36 

Loss  of  Blood 

29 

26 

50 

105 

History  of  previous  Stillbirths 

and  Abortions 

— 

2 

4 

6 

GEdema  of  Legs 

13 

11 

22 

46 

Albuminuria  .  . 

60 

67 

80 

207 

Sore  of  Genitals 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Contracted  Pelvis 

4 

7 

33 

44 

Blood  Pressure 

— 

6 

4 

10 

Labour : 

235 

298 

467 

1000 

Premature  Birth 

— 

14 

1 

15 

Abnormal  Presentation 

31 

44 

54 

129 

Delayed  or  Difficult  .  . 

244 

252 

291 

787 

Placenta  Praevia 

1 

4 

4 

9 

Haemorrhage  ante-partum  .  . 

18 

27 

16 

61 

Ditto  post-partum  .  . 

13 

21 

37 

71 

Eclampsia 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Prolapse  of  Cord 

5 

6 

11 

22 

Lacerated  Perinaeum 

198 

231 

343 

772 

Retained  Placenta  and 

Membranes 

10 

22 

40 

72 

Unsatisfactory  Condition 

61 

15 

57 

133 

Inertia.  . 

24 

31 

43 

98 

Abortion 

35 

59 

29 

123 

Purulent  Discharge  .  . 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Contracted  Pelvis 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Albuminuria  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Cough  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

642 

733 

| 

931 

2306 

30 
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Causes  of  sending  for  Medical 
Aid 

Northern 

District 

Central 

District 

Southern 

District 

Total 

Lying-in  : 

High  Temperature  .  . 

32 

27 

100 

159 

Inflamed  and  painful  leg 

13 

19 

15 

47 

Convulsions  . . 

— 

1 

7 

8 

Unsatisfactory  Condition 

33 

21 

73 

127 

Offensive  Lochia 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Unusual  Swelling  of  Breasts 
Abdominal  Swelling  and 

6 

7 

9 

22 

tenderness  . . 

- r 

3 

3 

6 

84 

80 

209 

373 

Child  : 

Deformities  .  . 

4 

7 

22 

33 

Convulsions 

Inflamed  and  discharging 

5 

4 

12 

21 

eyes 

31 

46 

116 

193 

Feebleness  and  prematurity 

22 

60 

64 

146 

Unsatisfactory  Condition 

29 

35 

79 

143 

Rash  .  . 

4 

3 

3 

10 

Pemphigus 

— 

4 

5 

9 

Spina  Bifida  . . 

4 

8 

3 

15 

Hare  Lip  and  Cleft  Palate  . . 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Club  Foot 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Jaundice 

5 

9 

9 

23 

108 

181 

315 

604 

Grand  Totals 

1069 

1292 

1922 

4283 

In  the  following  Table,  in  which  the  County  is  divided  into  three  districts,  the  numbers  of  the 
notifications  received  from  midwives,  together  with  the  visits,  interviews  and  inquiries  of  the  Inspectors 
of  Midwives,  are  shown  : — 


Visits  and  Interviews  of  Inspectors,  Notifications,  Inquiries  etc.,  during  the  Year  1938. 

Inquiries 

Midwives. 
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On  comparing  these  tables  with  similar  ones  in  previous  reports, 
it  is  found  that  medical  aid  is  called  in  during  pregnancy  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  formerly,  and  this  would  be  expected  owing  to 
the  attention  now  paid  to  ante-natal  care,  both  by  the  midwives 
under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  and  by  the  ante-natal 
work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 


In  addition  to  the  routine  enquiries  conducted  by  the  Super¬ 
visors  of  Midwives,  nine  irregularities  were  specially  investigated. 
As  a  result,  seven  midwives  received  letters  of  caution  and  two  were 
interviewed  by  the  County  Council  acting  as  the  Local  Supervising: 
Authority  and  were  censured. 


Since  the  Act  came  into  operation  in  1902,  the  names  of  115 
midwives  have  been  removed  from  the  Roll  in  consequence  of 
action  taken  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority. 


During  the  year  no  deaths  of  practising  midwives  were  reported. 


In  view  of  the  new  midwifery  service,  the  payment  of  compen¬ 
sation  under  Section  2(1)  of  the  Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes 
Act,  1926,  for  loss  of  practice  consequent  upon  suspension  from 
duty  after  contact  with  infection,  is  necessary  only  in  the  case  of 
independent  midwives.  One  such  instance  occurred  in  1938  in 
which  the  midwife  herself  was  not  in  default,  and  the  amount 
involved  was  £1  15s.  Od. 


Under  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  a  midwife  has 
to  send  for  medical  help  if  any  abnormality  occurs,  and  in  the 
Mid  wives  Act,  1918,  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  of  the  doctor 
called  in  in  this  way,  the  fees  allowed  being  according  to  a  scale 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


During  the  financial  year  ended  March,  1939,  4,402  notifica¬ 
tions  of  sending  for  medical  help  were  received,  and,  out  of  this 
number,  medical  practitioners  claimed  their  fees  from  the  County 
Council  in  2,424  cases,  that  is  55.0  per  cent,  of  the  possible  claims. 


Midwives. 
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The  fees  paid  by  the  County  Council  were  as  follows  : — 


Fees  Paid  to  Medical  Practitioners  Under  Midwives  Act, 

1918. 


Finan¬ 

cial 

Year 

No.  of 

Notifications 
of  sending  for 
Medical  Aid 

No.  of 
Claims 
received 

Percentage 
of  claims 
received  to 
Notifications 

Total 

amount  paid 
to  Doctors 
during  year 

Amounts 
recovered 
from  Patients 
during  year 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1925-26 

2228 

780 

35 

1100 

15 

0 

366 

9 

9 

1926-27 

2641 

1147 

43 

1702 

19 

3 

408 

4 

6 

1927-28 

2556 

1136 

44 

1598 

5 

9 

503 

1 

0 

1928-29 

2874 

1419 

49 

2053 

0 

6 

599 

12 

3 

1929-30 

3319 

1810 

55 

2352 

17 

6 

723 

6 

9 

1930-31 

3506 

1950 

56 

2631 

2 

0 

616 

15 

3 

1931-32 

3775 

2176 

57 

3223 

12 

6 

602 

3 

6 

1932-33 

3794 

2255 

59 

2574 

17 

9 

627 

3 

9 

1933-34 

3604 

2208 

61 

3034 

4 

0 

645 

5 

6 

1934-35 

3744 

2127 

57 

3080 

2 

6 

893 

4 

9 

1935-36 

3995 

2139 

54 

3137 

11 

0 

1047 

18 

0 

1936-37 

4252 

2232 

53 

3087 

6 

0 

1477 

15 

0 

1937-38 

4466 

2377 

53 

3355 

2 

3 

1613 

9 

6 

1938-39 

4402 

2424 

55 

3513 

18 

9 

1593 

16 

0 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  income  scale  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1934,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  amount  recoverable  to  be  assessed  upon  the  net  weekly 
income  of  the  family,  ascertained  in  the  following  manner  : — 

(1)  Income  to  be  taken  into  account  : — 

(a)  The  whole  of  the  weekly  earnings,  Unemployment 
Benefit,  or  Transitional  Payments,  of  all  members  of 
the  family.  For  this  purpose  the  average  earnings,  etc., 
for  six  weeks  up  to  date  of  assessment  to  be  used. 

(b)  The  weekly  value  of  any  other  income  of,  or  property 
owned,  by  any  member  of  the  family. 

(2)  Deduct  from  total  of  above  : — 

(a)  4s.  Od.  per  week  in  respect  of  each  child  under  14  years 
of  age. 

( b )  4s.  Od.  per  week,  or  one-quarter  of  the  weekly  earnings 
of  any  member  of  the  family,  other  than  the  husband, 
whichever  is  the  greater. 

(c)  Rent  and  Rates. 

(3)  The  balance  to  be  treated  as  net  income. 

(4)  Where  the  net  income  as  calculated  above  : — 

(a)  Exceeds  35s.  Od.  per  week — Total  fees  to  be  reclaimed. 

(b)  Exceeds  27s.  6d.  but  is  not  more  than  35s.  Od.  per  week 
— Half-fees  to  be  reclaimed. 

(c)  Is  27s.  6d.  per  week  or  less — No  claim  to  be  made. 
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Midwives — Stillbirths. 


Inflamed  and  Discharging  Eyes. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  cases  for  the  last  13  years.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-six  out  of  the  total  of  193  notified  in  the  County 
Council’s  present  area  as  Local  Supervising  Authority  during  1938 
were  not  severe,  and  as  will  be  noted  from  the  table,  191  were 
completely  cured.  Only  11  cases  were  in-patients  in  hospital ;  16 
were  treated  in  the  out-patient  department,  and  the  others  received 
treatment  at  home. 


Year 

Notified 

CASES 

Treated 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

At  Home 

In  He 
In- 

pat’nt 

>spital 

Out- 

pat’nt 

1926 

166 

149 

12 

5 

162 

3 

_ 

1 

1927 

166 

135 

13 

18 

162 

3 

- 

1 

1928 

145 

129 

7 

9 

143 

— 

— 

2 

1929 

193 

170 

14 

9 

190 

— 

— 

3 

1930 

148 

130 

17 

1 

145 

1 

— 

2 

1931 

191 

169 

20 

2 

186 

1 

— 

4 

1932 

194 

174 

14 

6 

192 

2 

— 

— 

1933 

185 

160 

19 

6 

183 

— 

— 

2 

1934 

210 

186 

20 

4 

208 

2 

■ - 

- - 

1935 

179 

162 

14 

3 

177 

2 

— 

— 

1936 

205 

178 

20 

7 

203 

2 

— 

— 

1937 

203 

188 

7 

8 

198 

1 

— 

4 

1938 

193 

166 

11 

16 

191 

— 

— 

2 

Maternity  Outfits. 

The  arrangements  made  in  1930  for  the  issue  of  maternity 
outfits  at  the  various  Clinics  were  continued,  and  in  rural  areas 
where  there  are  no  Clinics,  Health  Visitors  were  given  charge  of 
these.  During  the  last  year  174  outfits  were  sold  at  full  cost,  com¬ 
pared  with  102  the  year  before,  two  were  sold  at  half  cost,  and  five 
free  issues  were  made. 


In  1938  an  outfit  was  bacteriologically  and  chemically  examined 
with  satisfactory  results. 

Stillbirths. 

In  the  area  now  administered  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
Midwives  Acts,  527  stillbirths  were  registered  during  the  year.  Of 
these,  222  were  reported  by  midwives  under  their  Rules,  and  on 
comparing  this  figure  with  those  for  the  past  fifteen  years  I  find 
that  there  is  little  variation  in  the  number.  The  result  of  the 
investigations  made  by  the  Midwives’  Inspectors  into  the  cause  of 
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these  stillbirths  is  as  follows  : — 

Asphyxiated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Cord  round  Neck  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Deformities  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Difficult  Labour  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Fall  and  Shock.  .  ..  ..  ..  2 

Injury  during  Birth  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Ill-nourishment  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Maceration  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  84 

Malpresentation  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Placenta  Prsevia  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Premature  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Spina  Bifida  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Unsatisfactory  Condition  of  Mother  .  .  26 


36  Bacteriological  Laboratory. 

COUNTY  BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

Dr.  J.  Menton,  the  County  Bacteriologist  and  Pathologist, 
reports  that  during  1938,  120,893  investigations  were  conducted  at 
the  County  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Laboratory,  being  an 
increase  of  19,403  on  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  95,643  were  of 
a  general  bacteriological  and  serological  nature  ;  3,384  were  in  respect 
of  biochemical  and  pathological  investigations  (excluding  medico¬ 
legal  work)  ;  277  were  bacteriological,  biochemical  and  pathological 
investigations,  in  connection  with  medico-legal  work  ;  and  21,589 
were  for  the  diagnosis  and  tests  for  cure  of  venereal  diseases. 

The  general  bacteriological  and  serological  work  was  for  the 
most  part  from  the  Administrative  County,  but  of  the  milk 
examinations,  1,647  were  undertaken  for  the  City  of  Stoke-on-Trent, 
308  for  the  County  Borough  of  Dudley,  10  for  the  County  Borough 
of  Derby,  and  30  for  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Of  the  tests  for  venereal  diseases,  8,182  were  from  patients 
resident  in  Staffordshire,  10,633  from  patients  resident  in  the  City 
of  Stoke-on-Trent,  761  from  patients  resident  in  the  County  Borough 
of  Dudley,  377  from  patients  resident  in  the  Kesteven  Division  of 
Lincolnshire,  325  from  patients  resident  in  the  County  Borough  of 
Walsall,  and  1,108  from  patients  resident  in  other  areas  outside  the 
Administrative  County.  In  addition,  203  Wassermann  tests  were 
conducted  during  the  year  in  connection  with  a  special  comparison 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory. 

Since  the  last  report,  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  have 
consented  to  undertake  special  work  for  the  Nottinghamshire  County 
Council  in  connection  with  the  Mansfield  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic, 
and  arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  the  Walsall  Borough 
Council  to  do  all  the  serological  investigations  required  by  the 
Walsall  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

The  bulk  of  the  bacteriological  work  was  in  relation  to  the 
direct  diagnosis  and  prevention  of  infectious  diseases,  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  milk  supply,  and  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
drinking  waters  for  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities. 

The  General  Medical  Practitioners,  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  the  Isolation  Hospitals,  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics,  the 
Poor  Law  Institutions  and  the  Veterinary  Officers,  have  made 
extensive  use  of  the  Laboratory. 

The  arrangements  for  conducting  the  bacteriological  patho¬ 
logical  and  biochemical  investigations  for  the  London  Road  Hospital 
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of  the  City  of  Stoke-on-Trent  still  continued,  and  this  institution  has 
also  made  extensive  use  of  the  Laboratory. 

The  various  biochemical  and  pathological  investigations  were 
conducted  for  the  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary  ;  Standon  Hall 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  ;  the  North  Staffordshire  Cripples’  Aid  Society; 
the  Cottage  Hospital,  Newport,  Shropshire  ;  the  Victoria  Hospital, 
Lichfield  ;  Tam  worth  General  Infirmary  ;  London  Road  Hospital, 
Stoke-on-Trent  ;  the  Coroners  officiating  in  the  Administrative 
County,  and  in  connection  with  medico-legal  work. 

The  researches  into  the  prevention  of  Brucella  infections  in  man 
and  animals  in  the  County  have  been  continued  this  year. 

In  connection  with  puerperal  sepsis  and  maternal  mortality, 
the  increasing  tendency  to  submit  swabs  for  examination  for 
Haemolytic  Streptococci  has  been  maintained,  and  the  Practitioners, 
Hospital  Authorities,  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  whole-time 
County  staff,  have  co-operated  in  this  work. 

The  new  medium  for  the  quick  diagnosis  of  diphtheria,  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  1937  report,  has  proved  a  great  success  and  is  now 
being  used  as  a  routine. 

Experience  has  shown  that  in  all  suspected  cases  of  food 
poisoning  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  submit  specimens  of 
faeces  and  vomited  material  for  bacteriological  examination  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  onset  of  the  symptoms.  Samples  of  blood  should 
also  be  taken  throughout  the  course  of  the  illness,  and  in  every 
instance  the  suspected  article  of  diet,  when  available,  should  also 
be  forwarded  for  investigation. 
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Bacteriological  Laboratory . 


The  details  of  the  year’s  work  are  as  follows  : — 

General  Bacteriology  and  Pathology. 


First 

Ouarter 

i*'-' 

Second 

Quarter 

Third 

Quarter 

Fourth 

Quarter 

Totals 

Water  Examinations 

264 

199 

310 

182 

955 

Milk  Examinations  ... 

6,537 

5,608 

6,623 

7,374 

26,142 

Diphtheria 

8,357 

6,822 

5,137 

8,091 

28,407 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1,694 

1,955 

2,001 

2,040 

7,690 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

47 

24 

8 

10 

89 

Streptococcal  Infections 

993 

1,444 

1,227 

1,453 

5,117 

Ringworm 

18 

14 

15 

16 

63 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Fever 

530 

365 

481 

351 

1,727 

Brucella  Infections  ... 

54 

62 

168 

105 

389 

Dysentery  (all  types) 

1,981 

593 

689 

482 

3,745 

Food  Poisoning 

980 

848 

1,119 

805 

3,752 

Medico-legal  Investigations 

42 

134 

19 

82 

277 

Veterinary  Work  (other  than 
milk) 

1,430 

1,182 

2,546 

4,623 

9,781 

Other  Examinations 

1,611 

1,802 

2,135 

2,238 

7,786 

Totals  ...  ... 

24,538 

21,052 

22,478 

27,852 

95,920 

The  7,690  examinations  under  “Tuberculosis”  included  6,134 
sputa  ;  176  specimens  of  pus  ;  137  cerebrospinal  fluids  ;  80  other 
fluids  ;  477  urines  ;  48  faeces  ;  592  biological  tests  ;  8  specimens  of 
human  organs  and  tissues  ;  and  38  others. 
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The  389  investigations  under  the  heading  “Brucella  Infections” 
included  194  specimens  of  blood  from  human  beings,  13  of  which 
gave  agglutination  reactions  varying  from  1  in  50  to  1  in  2,500. 
Ninety-five  samples  of  blood  from  cattle  were  also  examined,  and, 
in  addition,  42  tests  on  samples  of  milk  and  9,535  other  tests  were 
conducted. 


The  majority  of  the  serological  tests  for  food  poisoning  were 
done  for  exclusion  purposes,  and,  fortunately,  proved  negative,  but 
there  were  5  cases  of  mild  Salmonella  infection  in  various  parts  of 
the  County. 

During  the  year,  the  laboratory  conducted  23  Post  Mortem 
examinations  in  connection  with  inquests. 

The  7,786  “Other  Examinations”  included  512  bacteriological 
and  cytological  examinations  of  various  body  fluids  and  exudates  ; 
85  blood  cultures;  1,047  examinations  for  Vincent's  Angina;  422 
general  examinations  of  urine  ;  3,546  swabs  for  other  pathogenic 
micro-organisms  ;  and  various  miscellaneous  investigations. 


Concerning  the  milk  examinations,  the  reasons  for  these  and  the 
sources  of  the  samples  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  tables.  It 
will  be  noted  that  2  samples  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk,  26  samples 
of  “Accredited”  and  one  sample  of  Pasteurised,  gave  positive 
biological  reaction  for  tuberculosis. 
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The  particulars  of  the  pathological  and  biochemical  investi¬ 
gations  (excluding  medico-legal  work)  were  as  follows  : — 

Pathological  and  Biochemical  Work  Conducted  During  the 


Year  1938. 

Fractional  Test  Meals 

Specimens  of  gastric  contents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  131 

Urea  (Estimation  of) 

Blood  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  280 

Urines  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  r  .  .  . .  97 

Cerebrospinal  fluids  ....  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Glucose  ( Estimation  of) 

Blood  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  189 

Urines  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Blood 

Estimation  of  haemoglobin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  259 

R.  B.  C.  Count  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  256 

Leucocyte  Count  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  241 

Reticulocytes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

Differential  Count  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  239 

Wintrobe’s  Volume  Index  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Icterus  Index  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  46 

Sedimentation  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Fragility  Test  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Platelets  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Bleeding  Time  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Clotting  time  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Estimation  of  Cholesterol  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Grouping  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  153 

Van  den  Bergh  Reaction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Bendien  Test  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Calcium  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  8 

Phosphorus  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  5 

Non-Protein  Nitrogen  Estimation  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Estimation  v  mlphaemoglobin  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Uric  Acid  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Spectroscopic  Examinations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Haemolysin  Tests  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  803 

Paul  Bunnell  Tests  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  62 

U  rine 

Diastase  Content  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Chemical  Examination  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Friedman’s  Modification  of  Zondek- Aschheim  Test  .  .  18 

Cytological  Examination 

Fluid  from  Tumour  .  .  .  .  .  .  ....  1 

Pathological  Sections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  428 


Total  . . 


3,384 
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The  details  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  tests  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Examinations  of  Pathological  Specimens  Conducted 

UNDER  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASES  SCHEME  DURING  THE 

Year  1938. 


For  Detection  of 

For 

Wasser- 

mann 

Reaction 

Sigma  & 
Kahn 
React’ns 

Other 

Examin¬ 

ations 

Totals 

Spirochseta 

Pallida 

Gonococci 

1st  Quarter 

2 

412 

2177 

2234 

713 

5538 

2nd  Quarter 

— 

368 

2201 

2118 

739 

5426 

3rd  Quarter 

— 

343 

2160 

2045 

898 

5446 

4th  Ouarter 

1 

362 

2018 

2120 

678 

5179 

Totals 

3 

1485 

8556 

8517 

3028 

21589 

The  3,028  "Other  Examinations"  consisted  of  : — 

247  cerebrospinal  fluids  for  cell  count,  protein  estimation,  and 
colloidal  gold  test  ;  2,769  complement  fixation  tests  for  gonorrhoea  ; 
the  examination  of  4  specimens  of  urine  for  gonococci  ;  the  making 
of  6  cultures  for  gonococci ;  and  the  examination  of  2  pathological 
sections. 


CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 

Mr.  E.  V.  Jones,  the  County  Analyst,  reports  as  follows  : — 
The  total  number  of  samples  analysed  was  made  up  under  the 


following  headings  : —  , 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928  .  .  3245 

"Appeal  to  Cow"  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  67 

Fertilizers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926  .  .  .  .  .  ,  26 

Rag  Flock  Regulations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Drinking  Waters  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  608 

River  Waters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  388 

Sewage  Effluents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  77 

Specimens  from  Coroners  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33 

Miscellaneous  Samples  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  77 


4328 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  by  far  the  largest  number  of 
samples  analysed  is  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act. 
Although  the  total  number  of  samples  submitted  during  1938  is 
only  4,328  against  4,513  last  year,  showing  a  decrease  of  185  samples, 
the  actual  work  carried  out  this  year  was  considerably  more  than 
last.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  extra  amount  of  work  required 
for  the  analysis  of  a  drinking  water  over  that  of  a  milk  sample.  This 
year  we  received  from  the  County  1,637  milk  samples  against  2,156 
last  year,  showing  a  decrease  of  519  samples,  whilst  last  year  we 
received  only  344  drinking  waters  against  608  this  year. 


County  Work  : — Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 


SAMPLES 

Number 

Examined 

No.  Adulter¬ 
ated  or  below 
Standard 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Almonds,  Ground 

4 

_ _ _ 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ammonia,  Weak  Solution  of  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Arrowroot 

9 

Au 

— 

2 

- - 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

5 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Barley,  Pearl  .  . 

5 

1 

4 

— 

- — 

— 

Beans 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Beer 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  . . 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Biscuits,  Arrowroot 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Ginger  . 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Oatmeal 

1 

1 

~~~~~~ 
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SAMPLES 

Number 

Examined 

No.  Adulter¬ 
ated  or  below 
Standard 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

t 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

1 

Boracic  Powder 

2 

_ _ 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Borax 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Brawn 

8 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Bread  and  Butter 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Butter  .  . 

43 

10 

33 

1 

— 

1 

Butter  Cheese  Snacks  .  . 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Cakes,  Chocolate 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cakes,  Chocolate  Covered  Roll 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese  . . 

5 

— 

r» 

3 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Cheddar 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Cheshire 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Dutch  . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Gorgonzola 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese  and  Tomato  Sandwich  Spread 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken  and  Ham  Roll 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Sponge  Mixture 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chutney,  Tomato 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cocoa 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Coconut,  Desiccated  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

12 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Extract  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cornflour 

5 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Crab,  Dressed,  Tinned 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cream  .  . 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Sterilized 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Tea 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Tinned  .  . 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Currants 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Dripping 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Epsom  Salts 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Essence,  Almond 

1 

j  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Ginger  Wine 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Lemon  Flavouring  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

,,  Rum,  Coffee  and  Chicory  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fat,  “Cookex,”  Cooking 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

,,  “Spry,”  Cooking 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Flour 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Cake  ..  ..  . .  .. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Number 

Examined 

SAMPLES 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Flour,  Self-raising 

6 

2 

4 

„  „  „  with  Egg  .  . 

2 

— 

2 

Forcemeat 

1 

— 

1 

Friar’s  Balsam  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

Fruit,  Dried 

3 

— 

3 

Ginger  .  . 

3 

— 

3 

,,  Ground 

11 

— 

11 

,,  Pudding  Powder 

Glauber’s  Salt  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Glycerin 

6 

— 

6 

,,  and  Rose  Water 

1 

— 

1 

,,  of  Thymol 

1 

— 

1 

Golden  Syrup  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

Honey  .  . 

2 

— 

2 

Iodine  Paint 

2 

— — 

2 

Jam,  Apple  and  Raspberry  (Full  Fruit 
Standard) 

1 

1 

Jam,  Blackcurrant 

1 

— 

1 

Jam,  Blackcurrant  (Full  Fruit 
Standard) 

5 

5 

Jam,  Damson  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

Jam,  Gooseberry  and  Raspberry  (Full 
Fruit  Standard) 

1 

1 

Jam,  Plum,  Red  (Full  Fruit  Standard) 

3 

— 

3 

Jam,  Plum,  Yellow  (Full  Fruit 
Standard) 

1 

1 

Jam,  Raspberry 

3 

— 

3 

Jam,  Raspberry  (Full  Fruit  Standard) 

1 

— 

1 

Jam,  Strawberry  (Full  Fruit  Standard) 

1 

— 

1 

Lard 

25 

8 

17 

,,  Substitute 

1 

— 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

5 

— 

5 

Liquorice  Powder  Compound 

1 

— 

1 

Magnesia,  Milk  of 

1 

— 

1 

Magnesium  Carbonate.  . 

1 

— 

1 

Margarine 

4 

— 

4 

Marmalade 

1 

1 

No.  Adulter¬ 

ated  or  below 
Standard 


O 

H 


4 


4 


Informal 
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Number 

Examined 

No.  Adulter¬ 
ated  or  below 
Standard 

SAMPLES 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Milk  . 

1466 

1028 

438 

159 

121 

38 

,,  “Accredited” 

59 

14 

45 

5 

2 

3 

,,  Pasteurized 

44 

33 

11 

1 

1 

— 

,,  Skimmed  .  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Sterilized  .  . 

47 

31 

16 

6 

3 

3 

,,  “Tuberculin  Tested” 

19 

11 

8 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Condensed,  Full  Cream, 
Sweetened 

5 

5 

1 

1 

,,  Condensed,  Full  Cream, 
Unsweetened  .  . 

5 

5 

,,  Condensed,  Machine  Skimmed, 
Sweetened 

6 

6 

,,  Malted 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mincemeat 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Mint,  Dried 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mustard 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Oatmeal  .... 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Oil,  Camphorated 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Castor 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Cod  Liver 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  ,,  Emulsion 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Halibut  Liver 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Olive 

15 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Ointment,  Boracic 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Calamine  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Calomel 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

,,  Iodine 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Pink 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Zinc 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Paraffin,  Medicinal 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Paste,  Ham  and  Tongue 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lobster  .  . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Lobster  and  Tomato  . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Salmon  and  Shrimp 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Turkey  and  Tongue 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  Flour 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Peel,  Candied  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper 

19 

1 

18 

—  • 

— 

— 

Peroxide  of  Hydrogen . . 

1 

1 
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SAMPLES 

Number 

Examined 

No.  Adulter¬ 
ated  or  below 
Standard 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Pickles,  Mixed 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

,,  Red  Cabbage  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

,,  Sweet  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Prunes 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Quinine,  Ammoniated  Tincture  of  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Raisins  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Rice 

8 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Ground 

6 

6 

— 

— 

■ - 

- - 

Sardines,  in  Olive  Oil  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sauce,  “Beetop” 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Fruit 

1 

^ — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Mint 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

- - 

,,  Tomato 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage 

10 

1 

9 

6 

1 

5 

,,  Preserved 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Semolina 

7 

6 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

Senna  Pods 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

Sild  in  Olive  Oil 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Spasburg  Salts  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— - 

Spice,  Pickling  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Suet 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Demerara 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

„  Icing  . 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

— - 

Tablets,  Aspirin 

2 

— 

2 

Xu 

■ — 

— 

— 

,,  Chlorophyll  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

Tapioca 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

Tea 

32 

— 

32 

— 

— 

— 

Thyme 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Treacle,  Black  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Vaseline 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Veal,  Ham  and  Tongue  Roll  .  . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Vinegar,  Malt  .  . 

13 

5 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Vitacup 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Wine,  Ruby 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2113 

1183 

930 

185 

128 

57 
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Baking  Powder.  Of  5  samples  submitted,  one  informal  sample 
was  15  per  cent,  deficient  in  available  Carbon  Dioxide.  It  contained 
only  5.1  per  cent,  instead  of  at  least  6  per  cent. 

Butter.  Of  43  samples  submitted,  one  informal  sample  was 
very  rancid,  and  also  contained  1  per  cent,  excess  of  water. 

Jam,  Blackcurrant  (Full  Fruit  Standard).  Of  5  samples  sub¬ 
mitted,  all  informal,  4  were  reported  against  for  containing  excess 
of  Sulphur  Dioxide.  They  contained  50,  46,  51  and  48,  parts  per 
million  of  Sulphur  Dioxide,  respectively,  instead  of  a  maximum  of 
40  parts. 

Milk.  Of  1,466  samples  (1,028  formal  and  438  informal)  121 
formal  and  38  informal  samples  were  adversely  reported  upon  as 
follows  : — 


40  contained  added  water. 

4  contained  added  water  and  were  further  deficient 
in  fat. 

108  were  deficient  in  fat. 

7  were  deficient  in  both  fat  and  solids-not-fat. 


Milk,  “Accredited.”  Of  59  samples  (14  formal  and  45  informal), 

2  formal  and  3  informal  were  reported  against,  of  which  3  contained 
a  trace  of  added  water,  and  2  were  deficient  in  fat. 

Milk,  Pasteurized.  Of  44  samples  (33  formal  and  11  informal), 
one  formal  sample  was  deficient  in  fat. 

Milk,  Sterilized.  Of  47  samples  (31  formal  and  16  informal), 

3  formal  and  3  informal  were  reported  against.  On  contained  added 
water,  and  5  were  deficient  in  fat. 

Of  the  1,466  milks  of  all  kinds,  passed  as  genuine,  141  ordinary, 

4  “Accredited’  and  one  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  were  below  the 
presumptive  standard  in  solids-not-fat,  which  deficiency  was  shown 
by  the  Freezing  Point  Depression  (Hortvet)  to  be  due  to  natural 
causes,  and  not  to  the  addition  of  water. 

The  average  composition  of  the  Milk  (including  “Accredited,” 
Pastuerized,  Sterilized,  and  “Tuberculin  Tested”)  was  : — 


On  all  Samples 


On  genuine  Samples 


Solids-not-fat  .  . 
Fat 


8.77 

3.60 


8.79 

3.67 
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Of  59  "Appeal  to  Cow”  samples,  21  were  below  the  presumptive 
standard  ;  8  were  below  in  solids-not-fat,  7  were  below  in  fat  and  6 
were  below  in  both  solids-not-fat  and  fat. 

Milk,  Condensed,  Full,  Cream,  Sweetened.  Of  3  informal  samples 
one  was  18.3  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 

Ointment,  Calomel.  The  only  sample  submitted  which  was 
informal,  proved  to  be  Calamine  Ointment,  which  consists  of  Basic 
Zinc  Carbonate  in  Yellow  Soft  Paraffin,  whilst  Calomel  Ointment 
is  Mercurous  Chloride  in  Simple  Ointment. 

Sausage.  Of  10  samples  submitted,  1  formal  and  5  informal 
proved  to  be  preserved  sausage,  containing  64,  49,  170,  114,  102, 
and  59  parts  per  million  of  Sulphur  Dioxide,  which  amounts  are 
much  below  the  amount  allowed  had  the  preservative  been  declared. 

Preservatives  in  Genuine  Samples. 

The  Preservative  in  Food  Regulations  prohibit  the  use  of  any 
preservative  other  than  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  Benzoic  Acid.  These 
latter  may  only  be  added  to  certain  foods,  and  in  amounts  not 
exceeding  the  amounts  stated  in  the  regulations.  In  certain  cases, 
sausage  for  example,  the  presence  of  the  preservative  must  be 
declared  by  label  or  notice.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  no 
preservative,  other  than  those  permissible,  was  found  in  any  sample 
submitted  this  year. 


Fertilizers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 


Total. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

Fertilizers  : — 

Ground  Lime 

8 

— 

8 

Basic  Slag 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Limestone 

1 

1 

— 

Feeding  Stuffs  : — 

Special  Dairy  Meal 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Nut  Flakes 

2 

— 

2 

Meat  and  Bone  Meal 

1 

1 

— 

Fattening  Nuts 

1 

1 

— 

Special  Dairy  Nuts 

1 

1 

— 

Decorticated  I.P.  Cbtton  Flakes 

1 

— ■ 

1 

,,  Cotton  Flakes  . . 

1 

— - 

1 

18 

6 

12 
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Coroner  Samples. 

Six  Cases  were  sent  to  this  Laboratory,  consisting  of  33  speci¬ 
mens  as  follows  : — 

Case  I.  Nine  specimens  were  submitted,  all  of  which  were 
examined  for  volatile,  metallic,  alkaloidal  and  other 
poisons,  and  the  blood  was  also  examined  for  the  presence 
of  carbon  monoxide. 


Case  II.  Of  seven  specimens  sent,  six  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  phenolic  compounds,  the  other  sample  was 
proved  to  be  a  phenolic  disinfectant. 


Case  III.  Two  specimens  were  both  examined  for  Lysol,  and  the 
quantity  determined  in  each  case. 

Case  IV.  Of  seven  specimens  sent,  one  was  examined  for  volatile, 
metallic,  alkaloidal  and  other  poisons,  and  the  other  six 
had  special  investigations  carried  out  on  them. 

Case  V.  Six  specimens  submitted,  of  which  five  were  examined  for 
volatile,  metallic,  alkaloidal  and  other  poisons,  and  the 
other  for  the  presence  of  carbon  monoxide. 

Case  VI.  Of  two  samples  sent,  one  was  examined  for  carbon 
monoxide,  and  the  other  for  metallic  posions  and  arsenic, 
and  the  manganese  content  was  also  determined. 


Drinking  Waters.  Of  608  samples,  325  were  of  satisfactory 
quality  ;  144  were  sewage  polluted  ;  15  were  organically  impure  ;  77 
were  of  doubtful  quality  ;  12  contained  metallic  contamination,  of 
which  2  contained  lead,  0.06  and  0.03,  3  contained  Zinc,  0.9,  2.0  and 
0.52,  and  7  contained  Iron,  5.0,  0.34,  2.78,  0.57,  0.66,  0.40,  and  0.48, 
parts  per  100,000,  respectively  ;  3  were  excessively  hard,  containing 
58.05,  91.1  and  74.2  degrees  total  hardness;  17  contained  both 
animal  and  vegetable  pollution  ;  1 1  contained  both  sewage  and 
metallic  contamination,  of  which  5  contained  lead,  0.12,  0.09,  0.30, 
0.06,  and  0.17,  5  contained  Zinc,  1.5,  0.6,  0.5,  0.32  and  0.66,  and  one 
contained  Iron,  1.18,  parts  per  100,000,  respectively;  2  contained 
sewage  and  were  excessively  hard,  contaming  63.0  and  79.5  degrees 
total  hardness,  respectively  ;  and  2  contained  organic  and  metallic 
contamination,  of  which  one  contained  1 .0  part  Zinc,  and  the  other 
contained  2.5  parts  Zinc  and  0.23  part  Iron  per  : .00,300,  respectively. 

River  Waters.  188  were  submitted,  131  for  full  analysis,  and 
57  for  partial. 

Sewage  Effluents.  Of  77  samples,  76  were  fully  analysed,  and 
one  partially. 
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Various  Samples. 

75  samples  were  submitted,  consisting  of  : — 

One  Bread  for  Starch  Content. 

Three  Coals. 

Two  Cokes. 

One  Dust  from  Roofs  for  full  analysis. 

Three  Feeding  Stuffs — Dairy  Meal,  Ground  Nut  Meal  and 
Ground  Nut  Flakes. 

One  Flooring  for  full  analysis. 

Ten  Milks  for  Fat  and  Solids-not-fat. 

14  ,,  for  Copper  Content. 

Two  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  and  Free  Chlorine. 

One  Milk  ,,  Dirt 

,,  ,,  ,,  Deposit  and  Salt  Content. 

,,  ,,  (Human)  for  full  analysis. 

Two  Organs  of  Pig  for  poisons. 

Three  Plasters  from  Walls  and  Ceiling. 

Two  Sewage,  Crude. 

One  Sludge. 

Five  Urines  for  Lead. 

One  Urine  for  Antifebrin. 

One  Vomit  for  Poisons. 

One  Water  for  Action  on  Aluminium. 

Seven  Waters  from  Swimming  Baths  and  Swimming  Pools. 
Five  Waters  for  full  Mineral  Analysis. 

One  Water  for  Concrete  Making. 

Three  Waters  for  Hardness  only. 

One  Water  from  Sump  in  Boiler  House  for  Sewage. 

Two  Waters  from  Cellars  for  Gas  Works  Pollution. 

Additional  Work. 

Stoke-on-T  rent. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928 
‘  ‘Appeal  to  Cow”  Samples 
Fertilizers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 
Rag  Flock  Regulations,  1912 
Fertilizers 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  975 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928  . .  .  .  180 

“Appeal  to  Cow”  Samples  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2 

182 


Samples. 

952 

6 

8 

7 

9 


Total 
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In  my  Annual  Report  for  1930  full  details  were  given  of  the 
County's  Hospital  Services,  and  I  have  already  referred,  on  page 
18,  to  the  County  Council’s  proposals  with  regard  to  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Institutions  under  their  control. 


The  County’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at  Standon  Hall  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  give  excellent  service.  Ninety-five  of  the  beds  there  are 
allotted  to  tuberculous  conditions,  10  to  cases  sent  by  the  Education 
Committee,  10  to  Health  Visiting  Committee  cases,  and  5  for  the 
use  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee.  The  Hospital  works  in 
close  association  with  nine  voluntary  After-care  Centres,  four  of 
which  are  staffed  by  the  same  Visiting  Surgeons  who  attend  the 
Standon  Hospital,  and  the  in-patient  orthopaedic  treatment  under¬ 
taken  by  the  County  Council  is  centralised  at  this  institution.  During 
1938,  159  cases  were  treated  for  the  Joint  Tuberculosis  Board,  of 
which  72  were  discharged  to  attend  the  After-care  Centres  and  4 
patients  died.  The  Education  Committee  were  responsible  for  35 
cases  during  the  year,  the  Health  Visiting  Committee  for  23  and 
the  Public  Assistance  Committee  for  7.  These  numbers  give  some 
indication  of  the  lengthy  period  of  treatment  required  for  orthopaedic 
cases,  and  in  order  that  the  education  of  the  patients  shall  not  suffer, 
all  those  of  school  age  who  are  able  to  receive  instruction  are  under 
the  control  of  four  teachers.  In  view  of  the  nature  of  the  disabilities 
of  the  patients,  special  teaching  has  to  take  the  place  of  the  ordinary 
methods. 

The  proposed  extensions  mentioned  in  my  Report  for  1936 
have  not  yet  been  built.  The  Ministry  of  Health  had  several 
suggestions  as  to  the  improvement  of  the  plans  and  suggested  that 
the  6-bedded  block,  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  isolation  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  should  be  attached  to  the  main  pavilion  block, 
and  the  beds,  which  are  to  be  in  single  cubicles,  could  be  used,  if 
required,  for  ordinary  cases. 


MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  premises  registered  as 
Nursing  Homes  was  20  ;  three  exemptions  from  registration  pre¬ 
viously  allowed  were  continued.  Five  applications  for  registration 
were  received  and  acceded  to  in  1938,  and  5  Homes  were  given  up. 
Of  the  20  Homes  registered,  1 1  were  for  one  or  two  beds  only.  The 
County  Council  have  not  delegated  any  of  their  powers  under 
Section  194  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  earlier  provisions, 
nor  have  any  applications  been  received  for  such  delegation. 
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County  Council  Maternity  Units. 

At  the  Sedgley  Public  Assistance  Institution  there  is  a  special 
block  known  as  the  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Mome,  built  by 
the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  in  which  there  are  9  beds  for  paying 
patients  and  2  for  Public  Assistance  cases,  whilst  at  the  Wordsley 
Public  Assistance  Institution  there  is  a  special  unit  containing  12 
beds  for  private  cases  and  4  for  Public  Assistance  cases.  Patients 
whose  home  conditions  make  in  inadvisable  for  the  confinement  to 
take  place  there  can  be  sent  to  either  of  these  Maternity  Units  by 
the  Health  Visiting  Committee.  Apart  from  these  Maternity 
Units,  the  County  Council  have  arrangements  with  the  Mrs.  Legge 
Memorial  Home,  Wolverhampton,  where  prospective  unmarried 
mothers  can  be  sent  for  their  confinements  and  remain  there  for 
six  months.  The  County  Council  contribute  40s.  per  patient  per 
week  for  six  weeks,  the  cost  of  the  remainder  of  the  period  being 
defrayed  from  philanthropic  sources.  In  1938,  12  cases  were 
admitted  to  this  Home. 

The  County  Council  also  have  arrangements  for  the  admission 
of  patients  from  the  Administrative  County  to  Cleveland  House, 
Wolverhampton,  an  institution  for  the  reception  of  expectant 
mothers  suffering  from  venereal  disease.  In  1938,  fourteen  such 
patients  were  treated,  thirteen  of  whom  were  admitted  during  the 
year. 

In  addition,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  midwifery  cases 
to  be  sent  from  the  Health  Visiting  Area  to  the  following  Hospitals 
and  Maternity  Homes  : — 

Ashbourne  (Derbyshire). 

Newport  (Salop). 

Bath  Road  Maternity  Home,  Wolverhampton. 

North  Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary,  Stoke-on-Trent. 

Crewe. 

Longton  Cottage  Hospital. 

Corbett  Hospital,  Stourbridge. 

Women’s  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital. 

Derbyshire  Hospital  for  Women,  Derby. 

Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  Stafford. 

The  cases  so  sent  are  limited  to  those  who  live  in  unsatisfactory 
home  conditions  or  have  some  complication  in  connection  with  their 
pregnancy  which  makes  it  unsafe  for  them  to  remain  at  home. 
During  the  year,  213  patients  who  complied  with  these  conditions 
were  sent  by  the  County  Council  to  the  institutions  mentioned,  and 
48  to  the  maternity  wards  of  Public  Assistance  Institutions. 


Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes — Maternal  Mortality. 
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In  addition,  twenty-two  women  were  admitted  to  the  Ashbourne 
Maternity  Home,  Derbyshire,  but  paid  their  own  fees,  the  County 
Council  merely  guaranteeing  any  loss  which  the  Derbyshire  Authority 
might  sustain  if  a  patient  was  subsequently  unable  to  pay  the 
accepted  fee. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

In  the  accompanying  table  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the 
Administrative  County,  showing  the  deaths  per  thousand  (live  and 
still)  births  in  the  last  ten  years,  is  given. 


Deaths  from 
i 

Maternal  Mortality 
per  1,000  (Live  and  Still) 
Births 

I 

Year 

Total 
(Live  and 
Still) 
Births 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

Other 

Diseases 

and 

Accidents 

of 

Parturition 

Staffs. 

England 

and 

Wales 

1929 

13,675 

17 

42 

4.3 

4.1 

1930 

13,823 

22 

23 

3.2 

4.2 

1931 

13,338 

11 

29 

3.0 

3.9 

1932 

12,917 

21 

29 

3.9 

4.0 

1933 

11,960 

19 

18 

3.1 

4.3 

1934 

12,497 

28 

27 

4.4 

4.4 

1935 

12,751 

20 

35 

4.3 

3.9 

1936 

12,995 

14 

33 

3.6 

3.6 

1937 

13,485 

15 

33 

3.6 

3.1 

1938 

13,834 

12 

28 

2.9 

3.0 

Mean  for 
10  years 

13,128 

17.9 

29.7 

3.6 

3.9 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  1938 
is  the  lowest  yet  recorded,  and  is  slightly  lower  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole.  Although  in  dealing  with  such  small  numbers 
variations  in  the  rate  must  be  expected  from  year  to  year,  it  is 
extremely  satisfactory  to  find  that  there  is  a  downward  tendency 
in  the  Maternal  Mortality  rate,  which  indicates  that  the  compre¬ 
hensive  measures  that  are  being  taken  are  bearing  fruit. 

In  other  sections  of  the  report  it  will  be  noted  that  we  now 
obtain  much  more  co-operation  from  the  mothers,  as  shown  by  the 
greatly  increased  numbers  who  have  come  for  ante-natal  advice, 
both  at  the  centres  and  to  their  own  doctors  under  the  Rural  Ante- 
Natal  Scheme. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  midwife  to  notify  all  deaths  that  occur  in 
her  practice,  whether  as  a  midwife  or  as  a  maternity  nurse.  This 
rule  only  relates  to  the  period  in  which  she  is  actually  m  attendance, 
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and  consequently,  if  the  patient  is  removed  to  Hospital,  or  not 
being  attended  at  the  time  of  death  by  the  midwife,  the  death  is  not 
reported  by  her.  During  the  year,  9  deaths  were  so  reported  out 
of  a  total  of  40  maternal  deaths  registered. 

The  causes  of  death  in  these  cases  were  as  follows  : — - 


Abscess  of  Lung  following  Miscarriage  . .  1 

Cardiac  failure  .  .  ....  .  .  .  .  2 

Embolism  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Shock  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 


In  previous  reports  full  details  were  given  of  the  scheme 
approved  by  the  County  Council  for  providing  the  services  of 
Obstetric  Consultants  in  such  cases  where  the  family  doctors  desire 
their  assistance  at  any  time  during  pregnancy,  labour,  or  the  puer- 
perium.  This  part  of  the  scheme  has  only  been  used  to  any 
appreciable  extent  in  recent  years,  and  in  1938,  Consultants  were 
called  out  in  292  cases,  as  against  176  in  the  previous  year.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  note  that  the  facilities  the  County  Council  offer 
are  so  much  appreciated  by  the  general  practitioner. 

Under  the  same  scheme,  Ante-natal  Clinics  are  in  existence  at 
most  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  Midwives  are  encouraged  to  take 
their  patients  there  for  examination  by  the  Medical  Officers.  At 
these  Centres  no  treatment  is  given,  but  if  such  is  found  necessary 
the  midwives  are  advised  to  send  the  patients  to  their  own  doctors. 

Investigation  of  Maternal  Deaths. 

The  same  arrangements  as  for  1931  still  hold  good  for  investi¬ 
gating  maternal  deaths.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  concerned  or  by  one  of  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Council.  Reports  on  each  Maternal 
death  are  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  when  completed,  for 
the  information  of  the  special  committee  set  up  by  that  department 
to  deal  with  this  matter. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations. 

In  previous  Annual  Reports  the  scheme  adopted  by  the  County 
Council  for  carrying  out  the  duties  imposed  by  these  Regulations 
was  explained. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  is  defined  as  any  febrile  condition  occurring 
in  women  within  21  days  after  childbirth  or  miscarriage,  in  which 
a  temperature  of  100.4  or  more  has  been  sustained  during  a  period 
of  24  hours,  or  has  recurred  during  that  period. 
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The  following  are 

particulars  of  the 

notifications 

during 

1938  : — 

In  Health 

Notin  Health 

Visiting  Area 

Visiting  Area 

Total 

Urban  Districts  . . 

62 

44' 

106 

Rural  Districts 

30 

—  .  . 

30 

92 

44 

136 

The  case  rate  for  Puerperal  Pyrexia  per  thousand  total  births 
(live  and  still-births)  for  Staffordshire  is  9.83,  as  compared  with 
14.42  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  midwives  under  their  rules  have  also  to  notify  to  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  any  rises  of  temperature  in  their  practices, 
and  159  such  notifications  were  received  from  the  area  now  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  County  Council.  They  were  specially  investigated 
by  the  Midwives’  Inspectors,  who  reported  that  the  conditions  to 


which  they  were  due  were  as  follows  : — 

Albuminuria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Emotional  state  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Labial  abscess  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Lacerated  soft  parts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Mastitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Phlebitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Pyelitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Retained  membranes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Sapraemia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Septicaemia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Thrombosis  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Vaginal  growth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

E'nsatisfactory  general  condition  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Anaemia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Boil  in  buttock  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Chill .  6 

Constipation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Debility  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  6 

Dental  caries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Diarrhoea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Empyema  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Enlarged  thyroid  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Gastritis  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Influenza  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Nasal  catarrh  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Otorrhoea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Pleurisy  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Query  appendicitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Tonsillitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Tuberculosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  3 
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It  will  be  observed  that  in  many  instances  the  rise  in  tempera¬ 
ture  could  not  be  definitely  associated  with  the  puerperal  state,  but 
although  these  special  investigations  have  taken  up  much  time  of 
the  Midwives'  Inspectors,  there  is  little  doubt  that  they  were  worth 
while  and  have  resulted  in  no  case  of  septic  condition  of  the  genital 
tract  being  overlooked.  In  each  case  the  midwife,  according  to  her 
rules,  had  to  call  in  a  medical  practitioner,  so  that  appropriate 
treatment  could  be  given.  Such  cases  as  comply  with  the  definition 
given  would  then  be  notified  by  the  medical  practitioner  under  the 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  and,  during  the  year,  under  the 
Health  Visiting  Committee's  Scheme,  a  Consultant's  opinion  was 
obtained  by  the  medical  practitioner  in  9  cases,  37  patients  being 
sent  to  hospital. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  referred  to  above,  it  was  ascertained 
that  22  patients  from  the  Health  Visiting  Area  were  sent  to  hospital, 
and  2  were  seen  by  a  Consultant,  through  other  agencies. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY, 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1938  was  57  per  thousand  live 
births,  as  against  61  in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  in  Urban 
Districts  was  58  compared  with  64,  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  51 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  In  England  and  Wales  in  1938 
the  infant  mortality  rate  was  53  compared  with  58  last  year.  In 
the  table  below  are  shown  the  rates  for  the  last  ten  years  and  also 
those  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  Also  shewn  in  this  table 
are  the  various  causes  of  infantile  deaths  in  Staffordshire  for  the 
same  period. 


Total  Deaths  Under  One  Year  of  Age 


Infantile  Mortality. 
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In  my  remarks  on  page  15  anent  the  table  showing  the  mortality 
at  different  ages  from  various  causes,  I  drew  attention  to  the  large 
number  of  deaths  occurring  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ascribed 
to  the  conglomerate  group  of  causes — congenital  debility,  premature 
birth,  malformations,  etc. — and  it  will  be  observed  that  out  of  751 
deaths  in  children  under  one,  no  fewer  than  415  were  due  to  these 
causes.  In  the  table  given  below  are  shown  the  death  rates  per 
thousand  live  births  during  the  last  decade  from  these  conditions, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that,  far  from  decreasing,  the  rate  has  increased, 
although  the  figures  for  1938  are  less  than  those  for  1937.  Included 
in  this  group  of  causes  are  several  conditions  upon  which  no  public 
health  activities  could  have  any  effect,  for  instance,  malformations 
are  accidental  causes  of  death  which  cannot  be  foreseen  or  prevented, 
and  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  prevention  of  infant  mortality 
they  have  no  great  significance,  but  other  conditions,  such  as 
debility,  premature  birth,  birth  injuries  and  difficult  labours,  can 
be  affected  by  measures  designed  to  safeguard  the  health  of  the 
mother,  for  both  still-births  and  deaths  of  the  newly  born  are  in  the 
main  due  to  some  maternal  state  acting  on  the  child  before  birth. 
These  conditions  are  ones  with  which  the  Maternity  Service  is 
designed  to  deal,  and  with  the  improvements  of  the  facilities  offered 
by  this  service  in  recent  years  one  would  have  expected  the  mortality 
rate  in  such  conditions  as  these  to  have  fallen  year  by  year.  The 
other  prolific  causes  of  infantile  deaths,  such  as  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia,  have  shown  a  tendency  to  decline  and  their  numbers 
in  the  worst  years  are  much  less  than  those  in  the  group  I  have 
referred  to. 


Year 

Live 

Births 

Deaths  of  Children  under  one 
year  of  age  from  Congenital 
Debility,  Malformations, 
Premature  Birth,  Etc. 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
Live  Births 

1929 

13,125 

415 

31.6 

1930 

13,243 

401 

30.3 

1931 

12,752 

446 

35.0 

1932 

12,335 

436 

35.3 

1933 

11,424 

403 

35.3 

1934 

11,951 

401 

33.5 

1935 

12,174  . 

403 

33.1 

1936 

12,441 

465 

37.4 

1937 

12,885 

474 

36.8 

1938 

13,252 

415 

31.3 

Infantile  Mortality — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres —  61 

Health  Visiting  Scheme. 

Under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  deaths  of  infants 
within  the  first  10  days  of  life  are  notified  by  midwives,  and  174 
deaths  were  so  reported,  the  causes  of  death  being  as  follows  : — 


Asphyxiated  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Atelectasis  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Cerebral  pressure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Congenital  heart  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Convulsions  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Deformity  and  malformation  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Feebleness  and  prematurity  .  .  .  .  .  .  85 

Haemorrhage  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Inattention  at  birth  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Jaundice  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Serious  skin  eruption  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  number  of  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  was  set  out  in 
detail  in  the  1930  Report,  and  the  changes  in  each  subsequent  year 
have  been  stated  in  my  Annual  Reports. 

The  changes  in  Infant  Welfare  Centres  which  have  taken  place 
during  1938  are  given  in  the  section  of  the  Report  below,  dealing 
with  the  Health  Visiting  Scheme. 

HEALTH  VISITING  SCHEME. 

As  I  have  already  mentioned,  the  County  Health  Visiting  Area 
consists  of  17  Urban  and  10  Rural  Districts,  which  have  a  total 
population  of  442,750. 

This  scheme,  with  its  many  and  far  reaching  branches,  has 
continued  to  give  valuable  service  to  the  community. 

The  most  notable  development  in  1938  was  the  transfer  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  supply  of  extra  nourishment  to  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers,  and  children  of  pre-school  age,  from  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  which  occurred  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 
Apart  from  this,  several  other  minor  extensions  of  the  scheme  were 
effected,  but,  generally  speaking,  the  existing  services  were  con¬ 
centrated  upon  and  further  consolidated.  In  the  section  of  the 
Report  which  follows,  the  year’s  work  under  the  various  headings 
is  detailed  to  show  the  gratifying  results  which  have  been  obtained. 
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Centres  and  Clinics. 

There  are  38  Combined  Centres  (i.e.  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  and 
Welfare  Centres)  and  27  Welfare  Centres  in  the  County  Health 
Visiting  Area.  Thirty-seven  of  these  Centres  are  fully  equipped  for 
ante-natal  work,  and  at  15  special  sessions  are  held  for  this  purpose. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  is  a  Voluntary  Welfare  Centre 
at  King’s  Bromley  which  is  not  included  in  the  County  Scheme. 

The  work  of  the  County  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-natal 
Clinics  is  chiefly  educational,  cases  requiring  treatment  being  sent 
to  their  family  doctor,  except  patients  suffering  from  crippling 
conditions  and  those  who  must  be  seen  by  an  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

During  1938,  one  new  Infant  Welfare  Centre  only  was 
established,  as  follows  : — 

Blythe  Bridge  .  .  Fortnightly  .  .  From  30.5.38. 

Apart  from  this,  in  view  of  increased  attendance,  the  sessions 
at  Great  Barr  were  extended  from  fortnightly  to  weekly  as  from 
10th  November.  Similarly,  as  from  5th  December  the  Cheslyn  Hay 
Centre  was  held  fortnightly  instead  of  bi-monthly. 

One  transfer  of  premises  was  effected,  the  Stone  Combined 
School  Clinic  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre  being  moved  to  more 
satisfactory  accommodation  in  June. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  special  Ante-natal  Clinics  are 
now  held  at  15  Centres,  an  increase  of  two  over  the  previous  year, 
and  I  give  below  particulars  of  those  which  were  commenced  during 
1938  : — 

Great  Barr  ..  Bi-monthly  ..  From  9.11.38. 

Great  Wyrley  ..  Fortnightly  ..  From  14.11.38. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  growth  of  the  special  clinic 
at  Wednesfield  was  such  that  the  fortnightly  half-day  sessions  were 
found  to  be  inadequate.  It  was  therefore  decided  not  to  alter  the 
frequency  of  the  sessions  but  to  have  an  all  day  clinic.  The  new 
arrangement  commenced  on  the  7th  November  and  has  proved 
satisfactory. 

During  the  year,  2,334  expectant  mothers  attended  the  Ante¬ 
natal  Clinics,  with  a  total  attendance  of  7,080,  and  the  following 
table  indicates  the  nature  of  the  complaints  found.  When  treatment 
is  required,  the  patient  is  referred  to  her  own  doctor,  through  the 
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medium  of  the  midwife,  if  one  has  been  engaged,  except  for  dental 
conditions.  Treatment  of  the  latter  can  be  given  under  the  County 
Council  scheme,  and  the  patient  is  offered  the  facilities  provided. 


Abnormal  Urine — Albumin  .  .  .  .  138 

Sugar.  .  .  .  . .  32 

Anaemia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  168 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  5 

Asthma  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  67 

Blepharitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Conjunctivitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Chorea  Gravidarum  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Constipation  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  305 

Contracted  Pelvis  .  .  .  .  .  .  156 

Cornea  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Dental  Caries  ..  ..  ..  ..  1186 

Fibroids  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Gastritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Goitre  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  57 

Haemorrhoids  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

Hernia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

High  Blood  Pressure  .  .  .  .  .  .  190 

Hydramnios  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Hyperemesis  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Insomnia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Mastitis  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Nipples  abnormal  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Prolapse  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Pyelitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Vaginal  Discharge  .  .  .  .  .  .  191 

Valvular  Disease  of  the  Heart  .  .  .  .  112 

Varicose  Veins  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  371 

Venereal  Disease  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 


In  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  report  will  be  found  details  of  the 
work  of  the  Centres  and  Clinics,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  during 
1938,  apart  from  the  attendances  at  Ante-natal  Clinics  mentioned 
above,  59,270  attendances  were  made  by  children  under  one  year 
and  54,890  by  children  between  one  and  five  years. 

Rural  Ante-natal  Scheme. 

This  scheme,  which  operates  mainly  in  Rural  Districts  where 
there  are  no  Ante-natal  Clinics,  was  extended  to  cover  all  such 
portions  of  the  County  Health  Visiting  Area  in  1935.  Until  1937 
the  examination  of  uninsured  expectant  mothers  only  was  provided 
for,  but  in  October  of  that  year  the  facility  also  became  available 
for  ' ‘panel’’  patients.  There  has  been  no  further  innovation  during 
1938.  Under  the  scheme  a  midwife  can  refer  her  expectant  mothers, 
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whose  pregnancies  are  apparently  continuing  normally,  to  their  own 
doctors  for  pre-natal  examination,  to  supplement  the  examinations 
required  by  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  when  mid¬ 
wifery  cases  are  booked.  In  each  case  the  doctor  is  supplied  with 
a  form  of  report,  which  is  completed  and  forwarded  to  me,  showing 
the  result  of  the  examination,  together  with  his  recommendations. 
Where  it  is  found  that  treatment  is  required,  or  that  a  doctor  should 
be  present  at  the  confinement,  the  midwife  concerned  is  informed 
of  this  so  that  she  can  seek  the  appropriate  medical  assistance  in 
accordance  with  her  rules,  providing,  of  course,  the  patient  is  not 
engaging  the  doctor  privately.  I  would  mention  that,  in  addition, 
the  midwife  is  notified  of  all  normal  cases,  i.e.  where  it  is  considered 
she  can  safely  conduct  the  confinement  at  the  patient’s  home.  Then, 
if  the  family  doctor  desires  a  specialist’s  opinion  of  an  abnormal 
case,  the  County  Council  have  arrangements  with  Consulting 
Obstetricians,  who,  if  necessary,  arrange  hospital  treatment.  An¬ 
other  important  aspect  of  the  scheme  is  the  added  facility  in  bringing 
to  light  cases  where,  although  the  physical  condition  of  the  patient 
is  normal,  her  home  surroundings  are  such  that  it  is  undesirable 
the  confinement  should  take  place  there.  In  these  instances  in¬ 
patient  treatment  is  arranged  direct  from  my  Department.  Un¬ 
satisfactory  dental  conditions  are  also  noted,  and  treatment  by  the 
County  Council  is  offered.  In  former  days,  women  living  in  isolated 
districts  were  often  precluded  from  obtaining  skilled  advice,  and 
it  will  be  realised  that  this  scheme  was  evolved  to  remove  that 
handicap. 

In  my  Report  for  1937  I  mentioned  that  the  number  of  expectant 
mothers  examined  during  that  year,  viz.,  432,  could  not  be  considered 
satisfactory.  I  anticipated,  however,  that  with  the  increased  co¬ 
operation  by  midwives,  which  would  naturally  be  obtained  as  a 
result  of  the  salaried  midwifery  service  which  was  developed  at  the 
end  of  last  year,  the  1938  statistics  would  be  more  satisfactory. 
This  assumption  has  proved  correct,  for  during  the  period  now  under 
review,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  717  expectant  mothers  were 
examined  by  their  own  doctors  in  accordance  with  this  scheme. 

As  a  result  of  the  examinations,  it  was  found  that  509  confine¬ 
ments  could  safely  take  place  at  home  with  a  midwife  only  in 
attendance,  but  it  was  necessary  to  give  advice  to  57  patients. 

In  168  cases  further  examinations  were  recommended,  and,  of 
these,  in  39  instances  the  doctors  considered  it  necessary  to  be 
present  at  the  confinements,  whilst  two  patients  were  recommended 
X-ray  examination  and  one  a  blood  test. 

The  primary  examinations  revealed  that  29  patients  should  be 
delivered  in  hospital,  and  11  were  referred  to  Consulting  Obstetri¬ 
cians. 
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In  addition,  56  of  the  patients  included  above  required  dental 
treatment,  and  they  were  offered  the  facilities  afforded  by  the 
County  Council  Scheme.  Seven  were  also  recommended  extra 
nourishment. 

Orthopaedics. 

The  County  Council  have  not  established  any  Orthopaedic 
Clinics,  but  have  arrangements  with  voluntary  bodies  who  have 
established  Clinics  at  Leek,  Stourbridge,  Hartshill,  Birmingham, 
Stafford,  Lichfield,  Tamworth,  Walsall  and  Dudley,  where  cases 
are  received  on  payment. 

One-hundred-and-eight  new  cases,  as  against  124  last  year,  were 
sent  to  Orthopaedic  Clinics  for  out-patient  treatment  in  the  first 


instance,  as  follows  : — 

Bow  Legs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Deformities  of  Feet  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

Deformities  of  Hands  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Knock  Knees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Paralysis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Rickets  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

Spinal  Curvature  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Torticollis  (Wry-neck)  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Examined  but  treatment  not  necessary  2 


It  will  be  noted  that  only  3  cases  of  rickets  are  given  in  this 
list,  but  of  course  there  are  many  more  conditions,  classified  under 
other  headings,  of  which  rickets  has  probably  been  the  primary 
cause. 

I  give  below  details  of  the  out-patient  attendances,  etc.,  during 


the  year  : — 

No.  of  children  on  books  at  31.12.37  .  .  .  .  189 

New  cases  referred  during  1938  .  .  .  .  .  •  108 


297 

Removals  on  account  of  : — 

Discharged  cured  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Left  the  area  . .  .  .  .  .  11 

Attained  school  age  .  .  .  .  33 

Treatment  refused  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Died  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

No  treatment  necessary  .  .  .  .  3 

—  93 


No.  of  cases  at  end  of  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  204 
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The  total  number  of  attendances  at  Out-patient  Clinics  during 
the  year  was  2,476. 

Twenty-three  children  received  in-patient  treatment  at  Standon 
Hall  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  thirteen  of  whom  were  admitted  during 
the  year.  As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  pending  the  extension 
of  accommodation  at  Standon  Hall,  the  Health  Visiting  Committee 
have  authorised  the  use  of  five  beds  at  outside  institutions.  These 
are  used  mostly  for  short  stay  cases.  In  this  way  fourteen  other 
children  under  five  years  of  age  received  in-patient  treatment, 
eleven  being  admitted  during  1938.  Ten  patients  were  treated  at 
the  Hartshill  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  three  at  the  Birmingham 
Cripples'  Hospital  and  one  at  St.  Gerard’s,  Coleshill. 

Artificial  Light  Treatment. 

The  facilities  available  for  ultra-violet  light  treatment  are 
confined  to  the  Leek  and  Lichfield  areas.  The  Health  Visiting 
Committee  have  a  fully  equipped  Clinic  at  the  Lichfield  Infant 
Welfare  Centre,  whilst  at  Leek  an  arrangement  has  been  entered 
into  with  the  Cripples’  Aid  Society  there  for  the  treatment  of  our 
cases.  At  each  place  the  patients  are  under  supervision  by  our 
Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

During  1938,  21  children  under  5  years  of  age  received  treatment 
at  the  Lichfield  Clinic,  8  being  referred  for  the  first  time,  and  the 
total  number  of  attendances  was  673.  At  Leek  25  patients  were 
treated,  including  11  new  cases,  1,139  attendances  being  made. 

The  ailments  for  which  the  patients  were  referred  to  the  Clinics 
are  shown  below,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  conditions 
improved  under  ultra-violet  radiation  : — 


Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Cervical  Adenitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Debility  and  Malnutrition  .  .  .  .  16 

Delayed  Dentition  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Enlarged  Glands  and  Tonsils  .  .  .  .  3 

Marasmus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Rickets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 


Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

The  eye  cases  in  children  under  5  years  of  age,  seen  during  the 
year  by  the  County  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  included  89  new  ones. 
For  61  of  these,  mostly  cases  of  squint,  glasses  were  prescribed,  and 
the  Health  Visiting  Committee  provided  them  in  13  cases.  Generally, 
where  there  was  unilateral  squint  the  sound  eye  was  occluded,  but 
if  this  was  found  to  be  impracticable,  atropine  was  inserted  weekly 
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until  it  was  found  possible  to  have  the  eye  occluded.  These  children 
were  kept  under  constant  supervision. 

In  4  of  the  remaining  28  cases  advice  or  treatment  was  necessary, 
and  this  was  given. 

Patients  seen  in  previous  years  were  re-examined  during  1938, 
and  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Clinics,  including  both 
old  and  new  cases,  was  327. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  is  defined  as  a  purulent  discharge  from 
the  eyes  of  an  infant  occurring  within  twenty-one  days  from  the 
date  of  its  birth,  and  is  a  notifiable  disease. 

It  is  the  function  of  Welfare  Authorities  to  provide  for  the  home 
nursing  and  hospital  treatment  of  such  children,  and  Regulations 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1937,  requiring  notification 
to  be  made  direct  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  such  Authori¬ 
ties,  thus  ensuring  that  any  assistance  required  is  available  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

During  1938,  50  such  cases  occurred  in  the  County  Health 
Visiting  Area,  and  in  48  instances  home  nursing  was  carried  out  by 
the  Health  Visitors.  Four  children  attended  hospitals  as  out¬ 
patients  and  thirteen  were  admitted  for  treatment.  As  to  results, 
in  48  cases  the  vision  was  unimpaired  and  one  left  the  district  before 
the  final  condition  could  be  ascertained,  the  remaining  child  being 
still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Similarly,  at  the  close 
of  1937  two  patients  were  being  treated,  and  the  result  in  each  case 
was  entirely  satisfactory.  The  County  Council  has  arrangements 
for  the  treatment  of  this  condition  at  the  North  Staffordshire 
Royal  Infirmary,  Stoke-on-Trent,  The  Birmingham  and  Midland 
Eye  Infirmary,  and  the  Wolverhampton  and  Midland  Counties  Eye 
Infirmary.  However,  all  the  children  who  were  referred  to  hospitals 
this  year  were  sent  through  other  channels. 


Dental  Treatment. 

This  scheme  has  now  been  in  operation  for  three  complete  years, 
and  statistics  show  that  the  work  is  still  increasing,  1,563  patients 
having  received  treatment  during  1938,  as  compared  with  1,033 
patients  in  1937. 

Administratively  there  was  no  change  this  year,  except  that 
arrangements  for  holding  sessions  of  further  additional  special  clinics 
were  made  at  Biddulph,  Brewood  and  Cheadle. 
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The  County  Council  have  continued  to  undertake  a  similar 
service  for  the  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Stafford  Borough  Council, 
at  an  agreed  payment. 

One  thousand  and  thirty-four  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
were  referred  as  fresh  cases  during  the  year,  988  being  sent  by 
Medical  Officers  of  Clinics  and  46  by  private  practitioners  under 
the  scheme  operating  in  the  rural  areas. 

The  number  of  mothers  who  actually  received  treatment  was 
1,134,  the  difference  of  100  representing  cases  uncompleted  in  1937 
who  attended  for  completion  in  1938. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  expectant  mothers  are  being 
referred  at  an  earlier  stage  of  pregnancy  than  formerly,  with  the 
result  that  more  opportunity  is  afforded  to  clear  up  septic  and 
aching  teeth.  It  has  been  observed  that  these  patients  are  distinctly 
more  nervous  than  the  nursing  mothers  who  attend.  In  all  cases 
care  is  taken  to  ascertain  any  previous  histor}/  of  tooth  extraction, 
and  if  bleeding  has  occurred  as  a  sequel  thereto.  In  these  instances 
arrangements  are  made  for  calcium  treatment  prior  to  extraction. 

Attendance  at  the  clinics  has  improved,  few  appointments 
being  broken.  The  great  majority  of  the  mothers  appreciate  ‘  Timed” 
appointments  and  keep  them  strictly,  with  the  result  that  treatment 
during  the  sessions  progresses  smoothly. 

The  method  of  treatment  pursued  was  not  varied  during  the 
year.  Where  many  extractions  are  required  they  are  effected 
gradually  so  as  to  avoid  inconvenience  to  the  patient  or  her  de¬ 
pendants.  In  cases  where  considerable  sepsis  is  present,  however, 
the  patient  has  a  general  anaesthetic  at  one  of  the  Public  Assistance 
Institutions,  being  admitted  for  preparation  before  the  operation 
and  remaining  for  suitable  care  afterwards.  Taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  fact  that  many  of  the  mothers  are  at  a  great  disadvantage, 
both  physically  and  emotionally,  it  is  satisfactory  to  record  that 
the  necessary  operations  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
without  any  untoward  incident. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  some  of  the  younger  mothers 
referred  have  relatively  good  teeth  as  a  result  of  treatment  received 
in  their  schools  days,  but  unfortunately,  it  is  rare  to  find  a  patient 
who  has  sought  or  received  conservative  treatment  after  leaving 
school.  There  is  evidence  of  the  linking-up  of  this  branch  of  the  work 
with  that  of  the  school  children  in  the  fact  that  it  is  unknown  for 
any  of  the  mothers  to  refuse  to  have  their  children  treated  once 
they  have  been  treated  themselves.  In  this  way  acceptances  of 
treatment  have  been  obtained  for  school  children  who  had  pre¬ 
viously  been  classed  as  persistent  refusals. 


69 


Health  Visiting  Scheme. 

Experience  has  shown  that,  where  possible,  a  special  session  for 
mothers  is  more  profitable  than  seeing  an  odd  patient  at  the  end 
of  a  session  devoted  to  children.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact 
that  a  solitary  patient  becomes  apprehensive,  whereas  when  several 
are  waiting  together,  they  find  topics  of  interest  on  which  to  con¬ 
verse,  and  thus  divert  their  minds  from  the  immediate  reason  for 
their  attendance.  At  Audley,  Biddulph,  Brierley  Hill,  Brownhills, 
Cheadle,  Halmerend,  Kidsgrove,  Stafford  and  Willenhall,  definite 
days  and  times  are  allotted  each  week  to  the  scheme  ;  at  other  centres 
a  similar  policy  is  pursued  each  fortnight.  In  this  way  mothers  are 
aware  exactly  when  they  may  consult  the  Dental  Surgeon  should 
the  necessity  arise,  which  results  in  an  actual  saving  of  time  both 
to  patients  and  the  staff. 

Generally  speaking,  in  the  rural  areas,  where,  in  most  cases, 
treatment  is  given  in  the  patient’s  home,  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
has  been  high.  It  would  seem  that  a  mother  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  attend  the  local  Welfare  Centre,  often  involving  a  walk  of  several 
miles,  is  of  better  type  and  deserving  of  such  help  as  can  be  given. 

This  year,  procaine  with  cobefrin  was  again  used  exclusively 
as  a  local  anaesthetic  and  proved  very  satisfactory.  The  absence 
of  adrenalin  in  this  preparation  is  an  important  point  in  dealing 
with  expectant  mothers. 

The  artificial  dentures  required  were  all  completed  in  the 
County  Dental  Laboratory,  the  establishment  of  which  is  dealt  with 
in  another  section  of  the  Report.  In  consequence  of  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  dental  prosthetists  engaged,  there  has  been  a  definite 
“speed  up”  in  the  time  of  completion,  and  arrears  of  denture  work 
have  now  been  eliminated.  The  number  of  dentures  fitted  during 
the  year  was  408,  and  12  repairs  to  old  dentures  were  also  completed. 
A  considerable  saving  has  resulted  from  the  work  of  the  Laboratory, 
both  to  the  Committee  and  patients. 

The  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory  continues  to  render 
valuable  assistance  in  this  branch  of  the  health  service.  During  the 
year,  38  swabs,  taken  by  the  Dental  Surgeons,  were  examined  for 
haemolytic  streptococcal  infection,  the  result  in  each  case  being 
negative.  In  this  connection,  I  would  mention  that  many  patients 
required  preliminary  treatment  with  antiseptic  mouth-washes  before 
operative  work  could  be  commenced. 

There  were  two  cases  of  impacted  third  molars  during  the  year. 
In  each  instance  radiographs  showed  the  offending  tooth  in  an 
almost  horizontal  position  and  extraction  was  successfully  per- 
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formed,  the  patient  being  given  a  general  anaesthetic.  One  of  the 
women  was  seven  months  pregnant,  but  made  an  excellent  recovery 
and  suffered  no  ill-consequences  of  the  operation. 

The  dental  treatment  of  '  Toddlers’  ’  is  also  covered  by  the 
scheme,  and,  here  again,  the  number  of  patients  has  increased  from 
273  to  429.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  majority  of  these  "toddlers” 
are  only  taken  to  the  clinic  after  a  bout  of  toothache,  when  extraction 
is  the  only  remedy. 

The  tables  which  follow  show  the  details  of  treatment,  etc., 
undertaken  during  the  year.  As  regards  the  first,  under  the  heading 
"Sundries”  the  figures  relate  mainly  to  operations  necessary  for 
the  adaptation  of  dentures,  viz.,  impressions,  bites  and  adjustments. 


Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 


Total 

Dentures 

Area 

No. 

attend- 

Extrac- 

Dress- 

Fill- 

Seal- 

Sun- 

Re- 

treated 

ances 

tions 

ings 

ings 

ings 

dries 

New 

pairs 

Audley 

168 

482 

429 

22 

1 

28 

181 

24 

3 

Biddulph 

40 

116 

206 

— 

— 

1 

48 

12 

— 

Brierley  Hill 

114 

401 

932 

— 

39 

4 

112 

24 

1 

Brownhills  ... 

193 

895 

1413 

22 

1 

7 

244 

27 

2 

Darlaston  . . . 

89 

211 

305 

1 

5 

16 

97 

25 

— 

Leek 

11 

26 

36 

1 

9 

1 

8 

4 

— 

Lichfield 

64 

437 

622 

63 

15 

3 

213 

50 

• — - 

Quarry  Bank 

58 

271 

341 

6 

15 

11 

175 

28 

2 

Sedgley 

Stafford 

90 

298 

617 

11 

38 

14 

109 

21 

— 

Rural 

22 

73 

93 

— 

1 

3 

24 

12 

— 

Stone 

3 

12 

37 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Tamworth  ... 

92 

501 

732 

— 

49 

7 

260 

90 

— 

Uttoxeter  ... 

2 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wednesfield 

39 

196 

275 

— 

— 

4 

82 

18 

— 

Willenhall  ... 

149 

745 

1219 

— 

2 

5 

226 

73 

4 

Totals  ... 

1134 

4667 

7262 

126 

175 

105 

1780 

408 

12 

In  50  instances  patients  were  admitted  to  Institutions  for  the 
administration  of  general  anaesthetics. 
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Toddlers. 


Area 

No. 

treated 

Parents 

attended 

Temp. 

teeth 

extracted 

Fill¬ 

ings 

Dressings 
of  Silver 
Nitrate 

Advice 

Audley  . 

18 

17 

21 

— 

2 

2 

Biddulph  . 

13 

13 

26 

— 

4 

— 

Brierley  Hill 

27 

27 

42 

— 

22 

25 

Brownhills . 

35 

35 

53 

— 

— 

1 

Darlaston  . 

19 

19 

18 

— ■ 

4 

5 

Leek  . 

56 

56 

74 

3 

17 

13 

Lichfield  . 

26 

26 

36 

— 

17 

2 

Quarry  Bank 

19 

19 

30 

— 

22 

4 

Sedgley  . 

57 

57 

91 

8 

2 

4 

Stafford  Rural  . . . 

7 

7 

9 

4 

2 

— 

Stone  . 

19 

19 

28 

— 

16 

10 

Tam  worth . 

26 

25 

36 

4 

5 

— 

Uttoxeter  . 

7 

7 

14 

— 

8 

— 

Wednesfield 

46 

33 

64 

— 

25 

3 

Willenhall . 

54 

50 

109 

— 

24 

1 

Totals . 

429 

410 

651 

19 

170 
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Payment  of  Midwives  Fees. 

In  my  Report  for  last  year  I  pointed  out  that,  in  view  of  the 
establishment  of  the  salaried  service,  the  payment  to  independent 
midwives  of  fees  in  necessitous  cases  had  been  discontinued.  Pre¬ 
viously,  however,  a  compensation  fee  of  10s.  Od.  was  allowed  where 
a  midwife  had  lost  a  case  as  a  result  of  County  Council  activities,  i.e. 
where  a  patient  had  been  referred  to  hospital  for  her  confinement 
as  a  result  of  ante-natal  supervision  at  a  Clinic  or  under  the  Rural 
Scheme,  or  after  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  Consulting 
Obstetrician  service.  In  order  to  retain  the  very  essential  ante¬ 
natal  co-operation  by  the  independent  midwives,  the  payment  of 
this  compensation  still  operates,  but  during  1938,  one  application 
only  was  dealt  with. 

Health  Visitors. 

At  the  end  of  1938  there  were  57  whole-time  Health  Visitors, 
two  of  whom  are  Lecturers  on  Mothercraft,  serving  a  population  of 
approximately  367,066.  The  remainder  of  the  Health  Visiting  Area, 
mainly  in  the  Rural  Districts,  is  now  served  by  42  part-time  Health 
Visitors  who  are  responsible  for  an  approximate  population  of  75,684. 
These  are  District  Nurses  appointed  by  local  Nursing  Associations, 
who,  before  they  took  up  their  duties,  received  special  instruction 
at  Sedgley  under  the  direction  of  the  whole-time  Health  Visitors 
there. 
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At  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  there  was  a  temporary  whole¬ 
time  Health  Visitor  in  addition  to  the  57  mentioned  above,  and 
the  part-time  staff  numbered  39.  I  mentioned  in  my  last  Report, 
however,  that  in  order  to  facilitate  the  formation  of  local  Nursing 
Associations  in  the  sparsely  populated  portions  of  the  Leek  Rural 
District,  so  that  a  proper  midwifery  service  could  be  maintained 
there,  it  was  decided  to  transfer  the  health  visiting  work  of  the  area 
from  the  whole-time  staff  to  the  District  Nurses  concerned.  This 
re-arrangement  took  place  on  the  1st  February,  1938,  when  a  whole¬ 
time  Health  Visitor  left  the  Leek  Rural  District  to  replace  the  one 
who  had  been  placed  temporarily  in  the  Tutbury  Rural  District. 
From  the  same  date  the  under-mentioned  Nursing  Associations  in 
the  Leek  area  took  over  the  duties  : — 


A  ssociation 
Heaton 


Longnor 


Onecote 


Health  Visiting  District 

Parishes  of  Fleaton,  Leekfrith,  Rushton 
and  Tittesworth. 

Parishes  of  Fawfieldhead,  Heathy  lee, 
Hollinsclough,  Longnor,  Quarnford  and 
Sheen. 

Bradnop,  Butterton,  Grindon  and  One¬ 
cote. 


The  remaining  Parish  previously  served  by  the  whole-time 
Health  Visitor,  viz.,  Warslow  and  Elkstones,  was  added  to  area 
served  bv  the  Alstonefield  Association. 

j 

On  reference  to  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  Report  the  districts 
and  populations  served  by  both  whole-time  and  part-time  Health 
Visitors  are  set  forth. 


The  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 

To  expectant  mothers  : — 

(1)  First  Visits  .  2,197 

(2)  Total  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,798 

To  infants  under  one  year  : — - 

(1)  First  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7,313 

(2)  Total  Visits  .  63,340 

To  children,  one — five  years  : — 

Total  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  108,197 
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Lectures. 

Talks  on  mothercraft,  which  were  instituted  eight  years  ago, 
have  continued  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  During  the  year 
talks  were  given  at  443  sessions  of  56  Centres  in  various  parts  of 
the  Health  Visiting  Area.  There  were  14,1 57  attendances  of  mothers 
at  the  lectures,  in  addition  to  which,  on  a  few  occasions  when  groups 
could  not  be  formed  owing  to  small  attendances,  individual  talks 
were  given.  The  syllabus  of  these  talks  is  comprehensive  and 
covers  ante-natal  care,  the  feeding  and  care  of  infants,  clothing  of 
infants  (including  demonstrations  in  cutting  out  clothing,  etc.),  the 
care  of  the  toddler,  and  hygiene  of  the  home.  From  the  interest 
displayed,  and  the  questions  asked  at  the  end  of  these  lectures,  it 
is  obvious  that  they  fulfil  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  started, 
viz.,  to  educate  the  mother  to  a  better  understanding  of  herself  and 
her  child. 

Extra  Nourishment. 

Until  this  year  the  supply  of  extra  nourishment  to  children 
under  5  years  of  age,  and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  was 
dealt  with  through  the  machinery  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee 
and  the  Unemployment  Assistance  Board,  on  recommendations  by 
the  Medical  Officers  of  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-natal  Clinics.  In 
view  of  the  spirit  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  and  as  a 
result  of  general  experience  of  the  service  and  the  method  of  its 
administration,  the  question  of  transferring  the  functions  to  the 
Health  Visiting  Committee  was  considered,  the  County  Council 
giving  their  approval  at  their  May  meeting.  After  the  necessary 
preliminaries  had  been  completed,  instructions  were  issued  to  the 
medical  and  health  visiting  staffs  in  July,  and  so  the  scheme  came 
into  operation. 

It  was  laid  down,  of  course,  that  under  the  new  arrangement, 
the  extra  nourishment  must  be  recommended  bv  a  Medical  Officer 
of  the  County  Council,  and  it  was  agreed  that  a  written  statement 
of  circumstances  made  by  the  patient,  or,  in  the  case  of  a  child,  its 
mother  or  guardian,  could  be  accepted  in  applying  the  following 
scale  : — 

Extra  nourishment  may  be  granted  where  the  net  income 
of  the  household  does  not  exceed  27s.  6d.  per  week,  calculated 
on  the  following  basis  : — 

(1)  Income  to  be  taken  into  account — 

(a)  The  whole  of  the  weekly  earnings,  Unemployment 
Benefit,  or  Transitional  Payments  of  all  members 
of  the  family.  For  this  purpose  the  average  earnings 
etc.  for  six  weeks  up  to  date  of  assessment  to  be 
used  ; 


74 


Health  Visiting  Scheme. 


(b)  The  weekly  value  of  any  other  income  or  of  property 
owned  by  any  member  of  the  family. 

(2)  Deduct  from  the  total  of  above — 

(a)  4/-  per  week  in  respect  of  each  child  under  14  years  of 

age  ; 

(b)  4/-  per  week  or  one  quarter  of  the  weekly  earnings  of 

any  member  of  the  family  other  than  the  husband, 
whichever  is  the  greater  ; 

(c)  Rent  and  rates. 

(3)  The  balance  to  be  treated  as  net  income. 

The  foods  decided  upon  were  mainly  dried  milks,  including 
those  specially  prepared  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers, 
Aberdeen  emulsion  and  eggs,  but  the  Medical  Officers  are  at  liberty 
specially  to  recommend  other  articles  of  diet  in  appropriate  cases. 

As  regards  procedure,  it  was  laid  down  that  the  initial  grant 
must  not  exceed  a  period  of  four  weeks.  On  satisfying  himself  that 
additional  nourishment  is  essential  on  medical  grounds,  the  Medical 
Officer  makes  a  formal  recommendation  to  the  central  office  and 
obtains  a  statement  of  the  family  circumstances  on  a  specially  pre¬ 
pared  form.  From  the  information  obtained,  the  doctor  is  able  to 
assess  the  case  immediately,  and  if  it  appears  necessitous  and 
the  food  required  is  stocked  at  the  Centre  or  Clinic,  i.e.  dried 
milk  or  emulsion,  a  supply  for  the  first  week  or  fortnight,  according 
to  the  frequency  of  the  sessions,  is  given  straight  away.  The 
family  circumstances  are  then  verified  from  the  central  department 
and  the  Medical  Officer  is  instructed  as  to  future  supplies.  Nourish¬ 
ment  other  than  that  stocked  at  the  Centres  and  Clinics  is  dealt 
with  entirely  in  the  Public  Health  Department  and  orders  are  issued 
to  the  tradesmen  concerned.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of 
subsequent  recommendations  in  respect  of  any  one  patient,  but  here 
again  they  must  be  made  at  4-weekfy  intervals,  and  the  circum¬ 
stances  inquiry  is  waived  for  a  period  of  16  weeks  unless  it  is  known 
that  there  has  been  some  change,  i.e.  an  unemployed  member  of 
the  family  has  commenced  work,  etc. 


Border-line  cases  are  experienced  from  time  to  time  where  it 
is  found  that  they  are  not  necessitous  if  the  scale  is  rigidly  observed, 
but  where  there  are  other  extenuating  circumstances,  such  as 
exceptionally  large  families  of  young  children,  extraordinary 
expenditure  in  view  of  sickness,  and  so  on.  In  such  instances  each 
case  is  given  special  consideration,  but  pending  a  decision  and 
complete  investigation  no  extra  nourishment  is  granted. 
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The  foregoing  procedure  operated  at  the  close  of  the  period 
under  review,  and  in  the  light  of  experience  gained,  some  slight 
amendment  was  made  in  1939,  the  principal  alteration  being  the 
extension  of  the  period  of  grant  from  four  weeks  to  a  maximum  of 
thirteen  weeks. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  until  the  end  of  the 
year  the  number  of  patients  who  received  extra  nourishment  was 
as  follows  : — 


Expectant  and 
Nursing 

Children 

Mothers 

under  5 

Dried  Foods  only 

151 

361 

Dried  Foods  and  Eggs 

44 

20 

Dried  Foods,  Eggs  and  Butter 

4 

1 

Dried  Foods  and  Emulsion  .  . 

5 

66 

Dried  Foods,  Eggs,  and  Emulsion 

1 

1 

Emulsion  only  .  . 

.  .  — 

33 

205 

482 

The  totals  of  the  free  issues  were  7,153  lbs.  of  dried  milk  ; 
3,940  eggs  ;  507  eight-ounce  bottles  of  emulsion,  and  44  lbs.  of  butter. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  the 
County  Council  was  approached  through  the  Ministry  of  Health 
regarding  the  possibility  of  giving  financial  assistance  to  a  scheme 
in  operation  in  the  north  of  the  County  for  providing  cheap  milk  for 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  children  under  5  years  of  age. 
The  organization  concerned  is  the  Kidsgrove  and  District  Social 
Service  Clubs,  and  arrangements  had  been  made  to  supply  milk  at 
Jd.  per  third  of  a  pint  to  all  such  women  and  children  who  wished 
to  partake  in  the  scheme,  quite  apart  from  extra  nourishment 
recommended  on  medical  grounds.  The  scheme  was  evolved  because 
of  the  distressed  nature  of  the  district,  and  is  run  on  lines  similar 
to  that  for  the  supply  of  milk  to  school  children  which  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  Board  of  Education  some  years  ago.  The  small 
payments  received  from  patients  and  parents  were  not,  of  course, 
sufficient  to  maintain  the  supplies  and  the  balance  had  to  be  obtained 
by  voluntary  contributions.  In  view  of  their  establishment  of  a 
Nursery  School,  which  is  subsequently  to  be  taken  over  by  the 
Education  Committee,  the  Clubs  found  that  the  resources  for  the 
milk  scheme  were  becoming  exhausted  and  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board,  who  had  previously  contributed,  decided  that  they  could 
not  continue  to  do  so.  In  these  circumstances  there  was  a  danger 
that  the  arrangements  would  collapse,  and,  in  view  of  the  undoubted 
excellence  of  the  work,  the  County  Council  decided  to  make  a  grant 
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sufficient  to  maintain  them  until  such  time  as  the  Government’s 
proposed  milk  scheme  comes  into  operation.  The  Annual  Report 
of  the  Social  Services  Clubs  for  their  year  ended  May  1939  shows 
that  in  that  period  148,720  one-third-of-a-pint  bottles  of  milk  were 
distributed,  an  increase  of  more  than  3,000  over  the  number  dealt 
with  in  the  previous  year. 

DENTAL  LABORATORY. 

In  my  Report  for  1937,  I  mentioned  that  in  September  of  that 
year,  the  County  Council  had  established  a  Dental  Laboratory  with 
one  mechanic,  and  that  a  second  appointment  was  authorised  at 
the  beginning  of  1938.  Experience  of  a  full  year’s  working  now 
shows  that  the  development  was  amply  justified,  both  as  regards 
speed  of  production  and  economy.  The  dental  gtaff  of  the  County 
Council  are  concerned  with  the  treatment  of  the  patients  of  several 
Committees  i.e.  Public  Assistance,  Education  and  Health  Visiting, 
and,  by  agreement,  undertake  similar  duties  for  the  Staffordshire, 
Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint  Board  for  Tuberculosis,  and 
other  outside  Authorities  Four  Committees  regularly  provide 
for  adult  patients,  with  the  consequent  need  for  dentures,  and 
previously  these  were  obtained  from  private  sources  in  various  parts 
of  the  County.  As  will  be  realised,  there  could  be  no  uniformity  in 
the  work,  and  as  the  number  of  dentures  increased  difficulties  were 
experienced.  The  County  Council  therefore  decided  to  have  their 
own  laboratory  and,  as  I  have  said,  the  desired  result  has  been 
obtained. 

The  second  mechanic  duly  commenced  duty  at  the  beginning 
of  April,  and  the  rapid  increase  of  work  continued.  This,  combined 
with  illness  of  staff,  led  to  the  engagement  of  two  temporary 
mechanics  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  after  several  months 
experience,  the  appointments  were  made  permanent.  At  present, 
therefore,  four  mechanics  are  fully  employed. 

The  original  mechanic  actually  started  production  on  the  20th 
September,  1937,  and  from  that  date  to  the  end  of  1938,  the  output 


of  completed  work  was  as  follows  : — 

New  dentures  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  848 

Repairs  to  dentures  .  .  .  .  .  .  33 

Orthodontic  appliances  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Special  equipment  provided  for  dental 

clinics  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  18 

Repairs  to  equipment  for  dental  clinics  34 
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INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

In  the  Health  Visiting  Area  the  Health  Visiting  Inspectors, 
the  whole-time  Health  Visitors,  and  the  part-time  Nurses,  have 
been  appointed  as  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors.  The  work  of 
supervision  ^nd  visitation  of  the  children  who  are  boarded  out  under 
the  appropriate  Section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  is  carried 
out  by  thesi  Visitors.  A  report  on  the  preliminary  examination 
is  made  by  jthe  Health  Visitor  after  an  application  is  received  for 
registration  6f  the  foster-home,  and  monthly  visits  are  subsequently 
paid  by  her.;  Regard  is  had  to  the  general  health  and  well-being 
of  the  children,  and  the  suitability  of  the  premises  for  their  reception. 
The  Count}7  Council  also  have  power  to  limit  the  number  of  children, 
under  nine  Cears  of  age,  in  such  a  home. 

i 

The  work  carried  out  under  this  scheme  during  the  year  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

] 

Number  of  children  on  Register  at  the  end  of 

December,  1938  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  49 

Number  of  reports  on  visits  to  children  received 

during  the  year  1938  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  551 

Number  of  new  cases  during  1938,  for  which  pre¬ 
liminary  reports  were  sent  m  by  Health  Visitors  14 

Number  of  foster-parents  on  Register  at  end  of  1938  47 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Under  the  County  Council  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal 
Diseases,  agreements  have  been  made  with  the  North  Staffordshire 
Royal  Infirmary,  Stoke-on-Trent  ;  the  Staffordshire  General 
Infirmary,  Stafford  ;  the  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton ;  the 
Guest  Hospital,  Dudley  ;  the  Corbett  Hospital,  Amblecote  ;  and 
the  Walsall  Corporation  for  the  establishment  of  special  clinics. 

Ihe  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Staffordshire  cases 
treated  during  the  year,  including  cases  from  the  County  who 
attend  clinics  outside  the  area. 
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Staffordshire  Cases  Treated  for  Venereal 
Diseases  during  the  Year  1938. 


Clinic. 

Syphilis 

Soft  chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Non- Venereal 

Total 

Attendances. 

Birmingham  General  Hospital  ... 

8 

26 

33 

67 

2234 

Burton-on-Trent  Gen.  Infirmary 

2 

— 

7 

2 

11 

155 

Derby  Royal  Infirmary 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

110 

Dudley  Guest  Hospital  ... 
Stafford  (Staffordshire  General 

14 

— 

36 

48 

98 

4081 

Infirmary) 

Stoke-on-Trent  (North  Stafford- 

12 

— 

31 

20 

63 

2320 

shire  Royal  Infirmary) 
Stoke-on-Trent  (Municipal  Clinic, 

43 

3 

62 

59 

167 

12543 

Shelton) 

6 

— 

39 

46 

91 

2634 

Stourbridge  (Corbett  Hospital) 

9 

— 

13 

6 

28 

1823 

Walsall  General  Hospital 

8 

— 

14 

8 

30 

1074 

Wolverhampton  Royal  Hospital 

30 

' 

74 

121 

225 

5601 

Totals 

133 

3 

302 

344 

782 

32575 

In  comparing  the  total  number  of  cases  treated  at  the  clinics 
with  those  for  last  year,  it  has  been  found  that  782  patients  were 
treated  as  against  767.  It  is  gratifying  that  the  attendances  in 
proportion  to  the  new  cases  still  maintain  a  high  ratio.  These 
figures  show  that  the  patients  are  anxious  to  get  the  best  out  of 
the  treatment. 

The  recent  discoveries  in  connection  with  the  treatment  of 
gonorrhoea  lead  to  the  hope  that  freedom  from  infection  will  be 
more  rapidfy  attained  than  has  hitherto  been  possible. 

At  the  end  of  1938  there  were  41  medical  practitioners  author¬ 
ised  to  receive  free  supplies  of  Salvarsan  or  its  substitutes  for  the 
treatment  of  Staffordshire  cases  in  their  practices  ;  9  doctors  on  the 
list  availed  themselves  of  this  provision  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Although  an  actual  drought  was  not  experienced  in  1938,  the 
rain  fall  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  was  rather  below  normal, 
and  some  of  the  rural  water  supplies  were  considerabfy  depleted. 
The  supplies  in  some  of  the  rural  areas  are  not  such  as  to  relieve 
Local  Authorities  of  all  anxiety,  and  in  many  instances  call  for  early 
improvement. 


Water  Supplies. 
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1  n  my  Annual  Report  each  year,  I  have  given  details  of  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  water  supplies  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and 
of  unsatisfactory  conditions  for  which  remedial  measures  were 
undertaken  or  were  to  be  considered  in  the  near  future.  For  the 
most  part  this  information  has  been  extracted  from  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  below  are 
given  details  for  1938  : — 


Rugeley  U.D. — In  my  report  for  1937  I  referred  to  the 
unsatisfactory  water  supply  at  some  of  the  properties  in  the  Brereton 
area.  These  have  now  been  provided  with  a  satisfactory  supply 
from  the  mains  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company. 


Stafford  M.B. — At  the  end  of  the  year  further  progress  had 
been  made  with  the  boring  operations  at  the  new  Water  Works. 
Test  pumping  shows  the  yield  to  be  about  one  million  gallons  per 
day.  Analyses  show  this  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality,  and  it  is  hoped 
the  new  supply,  which  is  intended  to  augment  the  present  one, 
will  be  available  during  1939. 


Uttoxeter  U.D. — The  town’s  water  supplies  are  now  considered 
inadequate  to  meet  the  increased  demand  as  a  result  of  building 
development,  and  some  of  the  houses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town 
are  without  a  supply  during  the  day.  An  improvement  in  the  supply 
is  becoming  increasingly  necessary,  and  a  scheme  to  this  effect  is 
contemplated. 


Willenhall  U.D. — Of  the  14  houses  which  were  supplied  with 
water  of  an  unsatisfactory  quality,  9.  have  been  demolished,  and 
the  remaining  5  are  now  supplied  from  the  water  mains. 


Cannock  R.D. — An  extension  of  the  water  mains  to  Gailey, 
Gailey  Pools  and  Water  Eaton,  was  completed  during  the  year.  This 
will  provide  a  satisfactory  supply  to  an  area  which  has  hitherto  been 
dependent  upon  wells  and  other  supplies  which  were  unsatisfactory 
in  quality.  An  extension  of  the  water  main  along  the  Penkridge — 
Stafford  Road  to  Dunston,  and  to  the  village  of  Hatherton,  was 
also  completed,  and  will  provide  a  much  needed  supply  to  these 
areas. 

Many  of  the  well  supplies  in  the  Parish  of  Acton  Trussed  and 
Bednall  are  polluted,  and  the  Council  have  under  consideration  a 
scheme  for  providing  a  public  supply  for  this  parish. 
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Water  Supplies. 


Cheadle  R.D. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  from  water  undertakings 
belonging  to  the  Local  Authority.  Progress  is  being  made  with 
the  supply  of  Calton,  but  the  hamlets  of  Consall  and  Swinscoe  are 
still  without  wholesome  water. 

Boring  operations  are  proceeding  at  Cauldon  Lowe,  and  if 
successful,  a  supply  will  be  afforded  to  the  villages  in  that  area. 

The  Local  Authority  also  propose  to  undertake  certain  works 
and  purchase  additional  land  to  afford  protection  to  the  supplies 
of  Ipstones  and  Foxt. 


Leek  R.D. — An  Inquiry  with  regard  to  the  water  supply  at 
Brown  Edge  was  held  in  December,  1937,  following  a  representation 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  by  the  householders  in  that  area.  A  supply 
has  now  been  provided  by  an  extension  to  the  water  mains  of  the 
Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Works  Board. 

In  1937  a  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  also  held  with  regard 
to  a  scheme  of  water  supply  to  the  parishes  of  Alstonefield  and 
Wetton.  The  scheme  was  opposed  at  that  time  by  the  owners  of 
land  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  erect  the  reservoir.  Suitable 
supplies  for  these  and  other  similar  areas  are  urgently  required,  but 
no  known  steps  are  being  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  to  provide 
them. 

During  the  year,  the  County  Council  considered  a  report  upon 
the  water  supplies  in  the  village  of  Rudyard  in  the  Parish  of  Horton. 
As  a  result  of  communication  with  the  Local  Authority,  it  is  under¬ 
stood  a  scheme  to  provide  a  piped  supply  is  being  prepared. 

Lichfield  R.D.— Extensions  of  the  mains  of  the  South  Stafford¬ 
shire  Water  Works  Company  were  commenced  to  Alrewas  Hayes  and 
Harlaston  (Hogs  Hill)  and  will  be  completed  early  next  year.  I  re¬ 
ported  last  year  that  these  two  schemes  were  receiving  consideration. 


Newcastle  R.D— The  new  water  works  near  Audley  were 
completed  during  the  year,  and  the  area  served  by  them  is  now 
adequately  provided  with  water.  The  Medical  Officer  reports  that 
a  mains  service  is  now  available  in  every  parish  of  the  district  except 
one,  where  there  is  a  privately  owned  supply. 

Seisdon  R.D. — Water  main  extensions  have  been  completed 
in  the  Bobbington  and  Enville  area. 


Water  Supplies — Rivers  Pollution  Prevention. 
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Stafford  R.D. — Boring  operations  near  Gnosall  are  proceeding, 
and  pumping  tests  reveal  a  yield  of  21,000  gals,  per  hour  from  a 
depth  of  603  feet.  The  sinking  of  a  second  bore  hole  is  receiving 
consideration.  Analyses  show  the  water  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  when  the  scheme  is  completed,  it  will 
provide  a  much  needed  wholesome  supply  for  almost  the  entire 
western  area  of  the  Rural  District. 

Further  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  provision  of  a  piped 
water  supply  for  the  parishes  comprising  the  eastern  area  of  the 
Rural  District,  and  the  Local  Authority  have  now  completed  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  Stafford  Borough  Council  to  obtain  a  supply  from 
the  latter  Authority. 

Stone  R.D. — The  scheme  to  supply  Eccleshall,  Chebsey,  Crox- 
ton,  Norton  Bridge  and  Shallowford,  was  completed  during  the  year. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  these  Villages,  which  have  for  so  long  been 
without  satisfactory  water,  have  now  a  wholesome  and  adequate 
supply  available. 

A  scheme  to  supply  the  Village  of  Yarnfield  has  received 
approval,  and  it  is  anticipated  a  suitable  supply  will  soon  be  afforded. 

An  extension  of  the  Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Board’s  main 
has  been  completed  to  the  village  of  Saverley  Green. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  draws  attention  to  other  areas 
in  the  Rural  District  where  the  supplies  are  unsatisfactory.  These 
areas  are  enumerated  in  his  report,  and  it  is  hoped  the  Local 
Authority  will  give  careful  consideration  to  the  observations,  with  a 
view  to  improvements  in  this  direction  being  effected. 

Uttoxeter  R.D. — -The  scheme  for  supplying  the  Parish  of 
Leigh  has  been  delayed,  but  it  is  hoped  progress  will  be  accelerated 
and  that  a  supply  will  be  available  in  the  near  future. 

The  Local  Authority  have  still  under  consideration  the  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  supplies  in  the  Parishes  of  Ellastone  and  Wootton. 

A  scheme  to  provide  a  piped  water  supply  to  Newborough  is 
also  receiving  consideration. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION. 

A  Hydrographical  Survey  of  the  River  Trent  was  instituted  by 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Rivers  Pollution  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries  in  1923,  and  has  been  continued  yearly  since 
that  date. 
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Rivers  Pollution  Prevention. 


In  the  accompanying  Table  the  percentage  of  oxygen  saturation 
in  the  streams  at  certain  fixed  points  is  shown  for  the  last  ten  years. 
The  extent  of  the  pollution  can  be  judged  when  it  is  remembered 
that  a  percentage  saturation  of  oxygen  below  65  means  that  the 
stream  is  too  polluted  to  support  fish  life.  On  reference  to  the  Table 
it  will  be  noticed  that  the  heavy  pollution  of  the  streams  that  is  now 
taking  place  in  the  industrial  areas  is  observed  for  a  considerable 
distance  down  stream.  Unfortunately,  as  the  streams  in  the  indus¬ 
trial  areas  are  so  small,  the  degree  of  purification  of  effluents  before 
discharge  into  them  has  to  be  much  greater  than  if  they  found  their 
way  into  a  large  river,  and,  consequently,  the  expense  is  corres¬ 
pondingly  greater.  In  last  year’s  Report  a  summary  of  the  work 
undertaken  by  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities  during  the  year  was 
given,  and  this  year  similar  details  are  included  in  the  succeeding 
paragraphs.  The  greater  part  of  this  information  is  culled  from 
the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


Percentage  of  Oxvgen  Saturation 


Rivers  Pollution  Prevention. 
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Rivers  Pollution  Prevention. 


RIVER  MERSEY  WATERSHED. 

Biddulph  U.D. — The  scheme  for  extending  the  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  works  has  received  consideration  of  the  Council. 
The  financial  arrangements  have  also  been  given  close  attention, 
and  it  is  now  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  placed  before  the  Ministry 
at  an  early  date,  and  commenced  next  year. 

Kidsgrove  U.D. —  Talke  Ward. — The  sewerage  scheme  for  this 
area  is  nearing  completion,  but  extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal 
works  are  being  delayed,.  A  scheme  of  additional  requirements  at 
the  works  has  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  consideration. 

Newcastle  R.D. — Audley  Parish. — In  my  Report  for  1937  I 
said  that  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  the  scheme  proposed  for  dealing 
with  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  this  Parish  no  decision  has 
been  reached  by  the  Rural  District  Council.  Further  building 
development  is  proceeding,  and  a  scheme  is  very  urgently  required. 
The  County  Council  have  communicated  with  the  Local  Authority 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  it  is  hoped  that  further  consideration 
will  be  given  to  it,  and  that  a  scheme  will  shortly  be  provided. 

Madeley  Parish. — I  mentioned  in  my  previous  Annual  Reports 
need  for  improved  sewerage  nad  sewage  disposal  works  in  this  Parish. 
No  improvements  have  so  far  been  effected,  and  conditions  are 
steadily  becoming  more  unsatisfactory.  Building  operations  are  in 
progress,  and  further  development  is  anticipated,  which  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  aggravate  the  position.  It  is,  therefore,  hoped  the  Local 
Authority  will  seriously  reconsider  this  matter  with  a  view  to  the 
conditions  in  this  direction  being  improved. 

RIVER  TRENT  WATERSHED. 

Biddulph  U.D. — In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  mentioned  that  a 
scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  had  been  prepared  for  the 
Knypersley  area  of  this  district.  The  scheme  has  been  considerably 
delayed,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  soon  be  possible  for  it  to  progress, 
and  that  the  conditions  in  the  area  will  thereby  be  improved. 

Leek  R.D. — The  new  works  at  Baddeley  Green  and  Norton- 
in-the-Moors  continue  to  work  effectively,  and  the  condition  of  the 
river  in  this  area  has  thereby  improved. 

Cheadle  R.D. — Good  progress  has  been  made  on  the  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Cheddleton  and  District,  and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  new  works  will  be  complete  and  in  operation 
next  year.  Good  progress  has  been  made  in  the  laying  of  new  sewers 
at  Armshead  and  Cellarhead,  and  when  these  are  completed  they 
will  provide  suitable  sewerage  arrangements  for  this  area. 
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Newcastle  M.B. — The  condition  of  the  Lyme  Brook  remained 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  Its  improvement  has  been  particu¬ 
larly  noticeable  since  the  sewage  from  the  area  was  conveyed  to  the 
City  of  Stoke-on-Trent  Works  at  Strongford.  The  Fowlea  Brook 
is  still  grossly  polluted  by  trade  waste.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
the  Basford  Sewage  works,  which  have  so  long  been  a  source  of  pollu¬ 
tion,  were  dispensed  with.  The  sewage  from  the  area  is  now  being 
conveyed  to,  and  treated  at,  the  City  of  the  Stoke-on-Trent  Works 
at  Strongford  and  Burslem. 

Stone  R.D. — Barlaston. — I  reported  last  year  that  negotiations 
were  still  taking  place  between  the  Local  Authority  and  the  Stoke-on- 
Trent  Corporation  with  regard  to  the  terms  on  which  the  sewage 
from  this  area  will  be  treated  at  Strongford  Works.  These  lengthy 
negotiations,  which  unfortunately  delayed  the  scheme,  are  now 
believed  to  have  been  successfully  completed,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  necessary  works  will  be  commenced  in  the  near  future. 

Stone  U.D. — Approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  now  been 
received  to  the  Council’s  proposals  for  providing  new  sewage  disposal 
works,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  had  not  been  possible  to  com¬ 
mence  them.  It  is,  therefore,  hoped  that  they  will  be  commenced 
in  1939  and  completed  in  the  following  year. 

Uttoxeter  U.D. — The  new  sewage  disposal  works  are  now  in 
operation  and  functioning  satisfactorily,  and  the  condition  of  the 
stream  has  thereby  improved. 

Brownhills  U.D. —  Norton  Canes. — Good  progress  has  been 
made  on  the  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  this  area, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  early  next  year  they  will  be  completed. 

Stafford  R.D. — Walton  and  Milford. — Building  developments 
in  this  area  are  proceeding,  and  as  the  conditions  are  steadily 
becoming  more  unsatisfactory,  it  is  hoped  the  Local  Authority  will 
be  able  to  overcome  their  difficulties  and  that  a  scheme  will  be 
formulated  in  the  near  future. 

Cannock  U.D. — The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Hazelslade  were 
dispensed  with  during  the  year,  and  sewage  from  this  area  is  now 
conveyed  to,  and  treated  at,  the  main  sewage  disposal  works.  A 
source  of  intermittent  pollution  is  thereby  removed  with  consequent 
improvement  to  the  stream. 

Cannock  R.D. — The  preparation  of  a  comprehensive  scheme  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  south-eastern  area  of  the 
district  is  proceeding,  and  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  possible  to  present 
it  to  the  Ministry  next  year. 
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Extensions  to  the  Huntington  sewage  works  to  provide  treat¬ 
ment  for  the  increased  flow  of  sewage  consequent  upon  the  provision 
of  Pithead  Baths  at  the  colliery  have  been  completed. 

The  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Four  Ashes  area,  mentioned  in 
my  previous  Report,  has  been  completed. 

Rugeley  U.D. — I  regret  I  am  unable  to  report  progress  on  the 
scheme  mentioned  in  my  last  Report.  The  Local  Authority  have 
given  further  consideration  to  this  matter,  but  a  successful  conclusion 
has  not  yet  been  reached.  Meanwhile,  pollution  of  the  stream 
continues,  and  sewerage  arrangements  are  urgently  required  in 
certain  areas  where  building  development  is  taking  place  and  cess¬ 
pools  have  given  rise  to  nuisance. 

Lichfield  City. — The  scheme  for  improving  the  sewage  works 
has  been  delayed,  but  the  preliminary  work  has  now  been  completed 
and  it  is  anticipated  the  new  scheme  may  be  commenced  during  the 
coming  year. 

Lichfield  R.D. — A  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for 
the  Armitage  and  Handsacre  area  is  still  in  course  of  preparation. 

Tutbury  R.D. — Good  progress  is  being  made  in  connection  with 
the  sewering  of  Outwoods  and  Stretton,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
these  works  were  nearing  completion. 

Progress  is  also  being  made  with  the  sewering  of  the  Branston 
area,  but  as  this  is  a  pumping  scheme  with  additional  works  involved, 
it  will  not  be  completed  until  later  next  year. 

RIVER  TAME  WATERSHED. 

Oldbury  M.B.  (Worcs.).— Although  the  second  instalment  of 
the  new  sewage  works  is  complete  and  functioning  quite  well,  the 
volume  of  sewage  has  increased  rapidly,  and  is  still  much  in  excess 
of  what  can  be  adequately  treated.  It  is  hoped  that  the  further 
instalment  of  the  scheme  will  be  commenced  in  the  near  future,  with 
a  view  to  a  further  improvement  of  the  river  Tame  where  its  volume 
is  comparatively  small. 

Rowley  Regis  M.B. —  Tividale. — The  sewage  works  of  the 
Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Sewage  Board  at  Tividale  are  being  over¬ 
loaded  as  a  result  of  building  development  in  the  areas  served  by  these 
works.  A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  late  in  the  year  into 
the  Board’s  application  to  acquire  additional  land  for  extensions,  and 
I  understand  the  Engineer  is  now  preparing  a  scheme. 

Tipton  M.B. — The  new  relief  sewer  from  Ocker  Hill  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works,  together  with  the  necessary  pump  house  and 
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plant,  have  been  completed.  This  new  sewer  has  prevented  the 
flooding  which  regularly  occurred  in  the  Toll  End  area.  The  flow 
to  the  sewage  works  has  increased,  and  the  Council  are  now  con¬ 
sidering  enlarging  them.  Also  the  renewal  of  certain  distributors 
which  have  become  defective. 

Brownhills  U.D. — The  extensions  to  the  Clayhanger  Sewage 
Works  mentioned  in  my  last  Report,  have  been  completed,  and 
further  extensions  are  proceeding.  It  is  anticipated  that  when  the 
total  extensions  are  completed  the  works  will  be  capable  of  fully 
treating  all  the  sewage  without  recourse  to  land  treatment. 


Walsall  C.B.  — Bescot  Sewage  Works. — The  extensions  to  these 
works  were  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Eleven  new 
filters,  humus  tanks  and  sludge  digestion  tanks  are  provided,  and 
no  doubt  when  the  filters  reach  maturity  a  much  improved  effluent 
will  be  discharged  to  the  river  Tame. 

Goscote  Joint  Sewage  Works. — I  mentioned  in  my  Report  last 
year  that  although  these  works  had  recently  been  extended  they 
were  being  overloaded  as  a  result  of  extensive  housing  development. 
A  scheme  of  extensions  is  being  prepared. 


Wednesfield  U.D. — Owing  to  the  recent  housing  developments 
which  have  taken  place  the  sewage  works  are  becoming  overloaded. 
I  understand  the  Council  are  considering  a  scheme  of  extensions. 

Willenhall  U.D. — Extensions  to  the  main  sewage  outfall 
works  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  good  progress  was  being 
made  on  the  new  Short  Heath  trunk  sewer.  This  work  had  proceeded 
sufficiently  well  to  enable  one  of  the  two  small  works  to  be  dispensed 
with,  and  when  the  whole  of  the  works  are  completed,  the  second 
small  works  will  be  dispensed  with. 


Bilston  M.B. — Owing  to  extensive  building  development  in 
the  area  served  by  the  sewage  works,  the  flow  has  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  these  are  being  steadily  overloaded.  A  scheme  of 
extensions  is  being  prepared. 


Sedgley  U.D. — I  mentioned  in  my  Report  for  1937  that 
extensions  to  the  Upper  Gornal  sewage  works  would  be  necessary 
in  the  near  future,  and  that  the  Council  had  the  matter  under 
consideration.  A  scheme  for  extending  these  works  is  now  being 
prepared. 
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Coseley  U.D. — The  extensions  to  the  sewage  works  were  com¬ 
menced  during  the  year,  and  will  probably  be  completed  during  the 
Spring  of  next  year.  When  these  are  completed  it  is  confidently 
anticipated  the  effluent  discharging  into  the  stream  will  be  much 
improved. 

Wednesbury  M.B. — Further  connections  were  made  to  the 
new  valley  sewer,  and  the  air  compressing  plant  closed  down,  the 
sewage  now  being  raised  to  the  works  by  electrically  operated  pumps. 
The  media  of  one  choked  percolating  filter  has  been  washed  and 
re-graded. 

Lichfield  R.D. —  Hopwas. — The  extensions  to  these  sewage 
works  were  completed  during  the  year,  when  a  new  sedimentation 
tank  and  filter  were  provided. 

Tamworth. — Joint  Sewage  Board. — A  scheme  of  extensions  is 
being  considered,  and  arrangements  are  being  made  to  renew  some 
of  the  distributors  which  have  become  defective  with  a  type  of 
more  recent  design. 

RIVER  SEVERN  WATERSHED. 

Seisdon  R.D. — Alder sley. — The  Ministry  of  Health’s  approval 
has  been  obtained  to  a  new  sewerage  scheme  for  this  area,  and  work 
has  commenced.  The  scheme  entails  the  laying  of  a  new  sewer, 
which,  when  completed,  will  convey  the  sewage  to  the  Tettenhall 
Disposal  Works  at  Trescott,  and  the  small  disposal  works  at  Alders- 
ley  which  are  now  quite  inadequate  will  be  dispensed  with. 

Wombourne. — Good  progress  is  being  made  on  the  new  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  scheme,  which  will  be  completed  early  next 
year. 

Kinver. — After  some  delay,  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  approval 
has  been  obtained  to  the  new  scheme  for  this  area,  and  a  small 
section  of  the  work  was  commenced  towards  the  close  of  the  year. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  greater  part  of  the  major  works  will  be  under¬ 
taken  next  year. 

Sedgley  U.D. — The  Council  are  considering  a  scheme  of  ex¬ 
tensions  to  the  Gospel  End  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  These  are 
necessary  as  a  result  of  housing  development  in  the  area  served  by 
the  works. 

Brierley  Hill  U.D. — Good  progress  is  being  made  on  the 
improvements  at  the  Round  Hill  Sewage  Farm  and  on  the  new 
storm  water  storage  tanks  at  Heathbrook  and  Wordsley  Pumping 
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Stations.  Work  on  these  schemes  will  most  probably  be  completed 
next  year. 

MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES. 

The  following  Inquiries  were  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
during  the  year  1938  into  applications  for  loans  in  respect  of  schemes 


of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  and  water  supply  : — 

Date  of  Amount  of 

District. 

Inquiry. 

Loan 

£ 

£2,950 

Purpose. 

Uttoxeter  R.D. 
(Stramshall) 

25.1.38 

Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal. 

Seisdon  R.D. 

(Kinver) 

26.1.38 

£36,500 

Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal. 

Wolverhampton  C.B. 

9.2.38 

£15,000 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Uttoxeter  R.D. 

(Leigh) 

24.3.38 

£15,556 

Water  Supply. 

Tettenhall  U.D.  \ 
Seisdon  R.D.  f 

7.4.38 

/  £8,875  \ 
\£9,155J 

Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal. 

Cannock  U.D. 

14.6.38 

£3,420 

Sewerage. 

Wolverhampton  C.B. 

15.6.38 

£34,000 

do. 

Newcastle  M.B. 

18.10.38 

£3,500 

do. 

Rowle}'  Regis  M.B. 

20.12.38 

£2,710 

Land  and 

Sewage  Disposal. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO 

DISTRICT  COUNCILS  FOR  WATER 

AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  SCHEMES. 


In  the  Report  for  1930  the  principles  governing  contributions 
from  the  County  Council  towards  the  cost  of  these  schemes  were 
set  out  in  full.  To  summarise  them  briefly  :  if,  after  allowance  has 
been  made  for  the  cost  of  a  water  or  sewerage  scheme,  the  rate 
which  would  have  to  be  levied  on  the  Parish  or  Urban  District 
concerned  is  more  than  the  average  rate  for  the  Rural  or  Urban 
Districts  in  the  County  as  a  whole,  then  the  County  Council  agree 
to  make  a  contribution  towards  the  scheme,  subject,  in  the  case  of 
a  Rural  District,  to  the  District  Council  making  a  contribution 
towards  the  Parish  expenses  of  a  sum  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the 
County  Council’s  grant.  Details  of  the  scheme  must  be  submitted 
beforehand,  and  the  necessity  and  suitability  of  the  scheme  must 
be  approved  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

During  1938,  the  County  Council  have  considered  applications 
in  respect  of  8  new  schemes,  4  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  and 
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In  the  undermentioned  cases  contributions 

Scheme. 


4  for  water  supplies, 
were  promised  : — 

Sanitary  District. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal : 

Biddulph  U.D. 

Lichfield  R.D. 

Ditto 

Water  Supplies  : — 

Cannock  R.D. 

Ditto 
Ditto 


Biddulph. 

Burntwood  (Pumping 
Station,  Chase  Terrace). 
Hopwas. 

Gailey  and  Water  Eaton. 
Hatherton. 

Penkridge  and  Dunston. 


The  two  remaining  applications,  one  in  each  category,  were  not 
acceded  to. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  during  the  year  further  consideration 
was  given  to  applications  affecting  grants  already  decided  upon  in 
previous  years,  as  follows  : — 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal : — 

Brownhills  U.D.  .  .  .  .  .  .  Norton  Canes — Previously 

considered  16.1.37.  Re¬ 
vised  upon  increase  in  the 
estimated  cost  of  the 
scheme  due  to  a  general 
rise  in  prices,  and  in 
borrowing  rates.  Con¬ 
tribution  increased. 

Water  Supply  : — 

Cheadle  R.D.  .  .  .  .  .  .  Kingsley  Moor — Previously 

considered  10.10.36.  Re¬ 
vised  upon  curtailment  of 
original  scheme  and  con¬ 
tribution  reduced. 

I  give  below  particulars  of  the  schemes  in  respect  of  which  con¬ 
tributions  were  actually  made  during  1938,  together  with  the 
financial  years  concerned  : — 

Sanitary  District.  Scheme.  Financial  Year. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal : — 

Aldridge  U.D.  ..  Goscote  Sewage  1935-36  ;  1936-37. 

(Parishes  of 
Pelsall  and 
Rushall) 
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Sanitary  District.  Scheme. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal : — 

Tettenhall  U.D.  Tettenhall 

Wednesbury  M.B.  Wednesbury 

Valley  Sewer 

Lichfield  R.D.  . .  Alrewas 

Burntwood 
Burntwood  Men¬ 
tal  Hospital 

Hammerwich 

Shenstone 

Newcastle  R.D.  Audley 


Seisdon  R.D. 


Codsall 


Ditto  (extensions) 
Lower  Penn  .  . 
Wombourne  .  . 

Wrottesley 

(extensions) 

Tutbury  R.D.  .  .  Henhurst  Hill. . 


Water  Supplies  : — 
Cannock  R.D. 


Cheadle  R.D. 


Brewood 
(Bishops  Wood) 
Penkridge 
(Longridge  and 
Levedale) 

Alton  (Threap- 
wood) 

Checkley  (Hol- 
lington) 
Forsbrook 
(Boundary) 
Kingsley 


Financial  Year. 


1938-39. 

1937-38. 

1936-37  and  payment  on 
account  1937-38. 

Ditto 

Third  instalment  on 
account  of  a  lump  sum 
contribution. 

1936-37  and  payment  on 
account  1937-38. 

Ditto. 

Payment  on  account  of 

1937- 38. 

1936- 37  and  payment  on 
account  of  1937-38  and 

1938- 39 

Ditto  ditto. 

Ditto  ditto. 

1937- 38  and  payment  on 
account  of  1938-39. 

1936- 37  and  payment  on 
account  of  1937-38  and 

1938-39. 

1937- 38.  (In  respect  only 
of  proportion  of  cost  of 
scheme  chargeable  to 
Parish  of  Branstone). 

1936- 37. 

1937- 38. 


1937-38. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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Sanitary  District. 
Water  Supplies 
Lichfield  R.D. 


Scheme. 


Financial  Year. 


Alrewas 
(Fradley) 
Alrewas 
(Orgreave) 
Armitage 
Clifton  Camp- 
ville 

Ditto  (extension) 
Colton 

Colton  (Old 
Wood  Farm) 
Curborough  and 
Elmhurst 
Drayton  Bassett 
Edingale 
Elford 


1936-37  and  payment  on 
account  of  1937-38. 

Ditto. 

1936-37. 

Payment  on  account  of 
1937-38. 

Ditto. 

1936-37  and  payment  on 
account  of  1937-38. 

Payment  on  account  of 
1937-38. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Farewell  and 
Chorley 
(Chorley) 
Hammerwich 
(Hilton) 
Hamstall  Rid- 
ware 

Harlaston 

Kings  Bromley 

Kings  Bromley 
(Extensions) 
Longdon 
Longdon 
(Gentleshaw) 
Mavesyn  Rid- 
ware 
Ditto 

(Extensions) 

Shenstone 

(Hilton) 

Thorpe  Constan¬ 
tine 


1936-37  and  payment  on 
account  of  1937-38. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Payment  on  account  of 
1937-38. 

1936-37  and  payment  on 
account  of  1937-38. 

Payment  on  account  of 
1937-38. 

1936-37. 

1936-37  and  payment  on 
account  of  1937-38. 

Ditto. 

Payment  on  account  of 
1937-38. 

1936-37  and  payment  on 
account  of  1937-38. 

Payment  on  account  of 
1937-  38. 


Whittington  .  .  1936-37  and  payment  on 

account  of  1937-38. 
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Sanitary  District.  Scheme. 


Financial  Year. 


Water  Supplies  : — 

Newcastle  R.D.  Ashley,  Muccle-  1936-37  and  1937-38. 

stone  and  Tyrley 
Audley  .  .  Ditto. 

Balterley  .  .  Ditto. 

Chapel  and  Hill  Ditto. 

Chorlton  and 
Maer 


Seisdon  R.D. 


Stone  R.D. 


Pattingham 


Chebsey 

Eccleshall 


1936- 37  and  payment  on 
account  of  1937-38  and 
1938-39. 

1937- 38. 

Ditto. 


Tutbury  R.D.  .  .  Hanbury  .  .  Ditto. 

Uttox'eter  R.D. .  .  Abbots  Bromley  Ditto. 

Blithfield  . .  Ditto. 

Draycott-in-the-  Ditto. 
Clay 

Kingstone  .  .  Ditto. 

Marchington  .  .  Ditto. 


HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS. 

Under  these  Acts  contributions  are  given  by  the  County  Council 
for  the  re-conditioning  of  old  houses  in  rural  areas,  and  for  the  con¬ 
version  into  dwellings  of  buildings  not  previously  used  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  Applications  for  grants  must  come  from  the  owner  of  the 
property  concerned.  During  the  year,  44  applications  were  received 
in  respect  of  62  houses.  Five  were  refused,  one  withdrawn,  and  one 
deferred,  representing  six  houses,  four  houses  and  one  house,  respec¬ 
tively.  In  the  remaining  37  instances,  affecting  51  houses,  grants 
were  either  made  or  promised,  as  follows  : — 


Rural  District. 

Parish. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Amount  of 
Grant. 

£ 

200 

Cannock 

Coppenhall 

o 

.  .  Xu 

Lapley 

1  .. 

100 

Cheadle 

Checkley 

1 

100 

Lichfield 

Clifton  Campville 

1 

100 

Elford 

1 

100 

Longdon 

1 

75 
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Newcastle 

Balterley. . 

1 

100 

Madeley 

2 

180 

Ditto 

1 

100 

Mucklestone 

2  .  . 

200 

Tyrley  . . 

3  .  . 

300 

Ditto 

2  .  . 

200 

Whitmore 

1 

100 

Seisdon  . . 

Wombourn 

2  .  . 

200 

Stafford 

Acton  Trussell  .  . 

1 

100 

Ditto 

1 

56 

Adbaston 

2  .  . 

160 

Ditto 

2 

200 

Baswich 

2  .  . 

75 

Church  Eaton  .  . 

1 

100 

Gnosall 

1 

100 

Ditto 

1 

100 

Ditto 

1 

100 

Seighford 

1 

100 

Ditto 

1 

100 

Stowe-by-Chartley 

1 

100 

Stone 

Chebsey 

2 

200 

Stone  Rural  . . 

1 

100 

Swynnerton 

1 

100 

Ditto 

1 

100 

Ditto 

1 

100 

Ditto 

2  .. 

200 

Ditto 

2 

200 

Uttoxeter 

Draycott-in-the-Clay 

1 

100 

Leigh 

1 

95 

Mayfield 

2 

170 

Newborough 

1 

100 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Late  Veterinary  Department. 

The  Agricultural  Act,  1937,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April, 
1938,  from  which  date  duties  in  connection  with  the  veterinary 
inspection  of  cattle,  including  those  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts 
and  Orders,  were  transferred  from  Local  Authorities  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Thus,  the  veterinary  staff  of  the 
County  Council,  which  was  established  in  1934,  and  which,  in  1938, 
consisted  of  a  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  and  eight  Assistants,  was 
taken  over  by  this  Ministry.  Mr.  F.  A.  Davidson,  the  late  Chief 
Veterinary  Officer,  was  transferred  on  the  27th  February  and  the 
remainder  of  the  staff  on  the  1st  April. 
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The  veterinary  inspection  of  cattle  was  therefore  the  concern  of 
the  County  Council  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  only,  and 
Mr.  Davidson  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  notes  to  complete 
our  records  : — 

“  The  following  report  is  a  resume  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Department  for  the  quarter  ended  31st  March. 


Table  I.  Inspection  of  Dairy  Herds. 


Herds  Examined 

Cows  Examined 

Average 

Routine 

Sect.  IV 

Total 

Routine 

Sect.  IV 

Total 

cows  per 
herd 

3,067 

37 

3,104 

53,576 

1,211 

54,787 

17.65 

"It  was  anticipated  in  last  year’s  Report  that  it  would  be 
possible,  during  1938,  to  complete  a  bi-annual  inspection  of  all 
herds  within  the  County,  as  advisory  work  under  the  "Accre¬ 
dited  Herd  Scheme”  was  well  in  hand,  and  the  above  table  shows 
that  this  would  have  been  accomplished.  The  number  of 
Section  IV  reports  was  much  less  than  the  average  for  a  quarter, 
which  corresponds  with  the  drop  in  the  percentage  of  positive 
samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers  from  retailers 
and  others.  The  average  number  of  cows  per  herd  shows  no 
increase,  which  confirms  observations  that  there  will  not  be  a 
much  greater  increase  in  milk  production  in  this  County,  as  has 
occurred  in  previous  years.  There  is  no  doubt  that  again  more 
attention  is  being  paid  to  rearing  young  stock  and,  to  a  certain 
extent,  feeding  cattle. 


Table  II.  Cows  Slaughtered  under  Tuberculosis  Order  of 

1925. 


Origin  of  Report 

Total 

Inspection  of  Herds 

Reported  by 
Owners  etc. 

Clinical 

Exam. 

Positive 

Samples 

Total 

No.  slaughtered  ... 

133 

96 

229 

179 

408 

96 
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"  These  figures  are  less  than  those  for  previous  years  and, 
with  the  steady  improvement  in  the  age  and  type  of  animals 
added  to  the  milking  herds,  indicate  that  the  incidence  of 
"advanced”  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  being  reduced,  though  there 
is  probably  little  difference  in  the  number  of  animals  which  are 
infected,  as  would  be  demonstrated  by  the  tuberculin  test.  One 
very  satisfactory  feature,  however,  is  the  greater  interest  shown 
in  the  formation  of  self-contained  herds  and  purchase  of  young 
stock  from  breeding  areas.  This  also  applies  to  the  extension 
of  tuberculin  testing  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested  herds,  though,  unfortunately,  the  demand  for  milk 
from  the  latter,  both  by  private  purchasers  and  public  bodies, 
shows  no  material  increase. 

“  There  is  very  little  alteration  with  regard  to  other 
diseases  of  dairy  stock,  except  that  Johnes  Disease  is  less 
obvious,  due  to  improved  water  supplies.  Mastitis  and  abortion 
remain  the  two  major  problems  of  the  milk  producer,  and  very 
little  effort  has  been  made  by  stock  owners  to  combat  these 
scourges,  though  methods  are  available,  when  intelligently 
applied,  which  would  reduce  their  incidence  considerably.  No 
doubt,  however,  the  extension  of  clean  milk  production  methods 
under  the  "Accredited  Herd  Scheme”  has  had  some  effect  on 
the  incidence  of  Mastitis. 

"  A  County  Veterinary  Officer  was  appointed  and  com¬ 
menced  duties  on  5th  March,  1934,  and  the  Assistant  Veterinary 
Officers  about  August  the  same  year.  Therefore,  this  quarter 
completes  four  years  work  by  the  Veterinary  Department.  Each 
year  approximately  200,000  cow  examinations  have  been  carried 
out  and  2,000  animals  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order 
of  1925.  The  Department  also  developed  the  "Accredited 
Herd”  and  "Milk  in  Schools”  Schemes,  supervised  milk  and 
meat  supplies  to  Public  Institutions,  Sanatoria,  Infirmaries  etc., 
and  the  collection  of  milk  samples  from  retailers  etc.” 

The  transfer  of  the  Veterinary  Staff  did  not,  of  course,  affect  the 
duties  of  the  Count}^  Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936,  and  the  subsequent  Order  of  1938,  in  connection  with 
the  issue  of  "Tuberculin  Tested”  and  "Accredited”  licenses,  with 
the  consequent  inspections  of  premises,  taking  of  milk  samples  etc., 
so  that  appropriate  arrangements  had  to  be  made.  It  was  therefore 
decided  to  utilise  the  services  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Milk 
Sampling  Officers,  and  to  augment  the  staffs  which  existed  at  31st 
March.  A  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  an  assistant  were  already 
undertaking  the  normal  duties  of  a  County  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  two  additional  appointments  were  ultimately  made,  the 
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work  of  inspection  of  farm  buildings  etc.,  being  spread  over  the 
whole  staff.  As  regards  Milk  Sampling  Officers,  here  again  there 
wrere  already  two  who  had  been  previously  engaged  for  the  collection 
of  street  and  other  samples,  and  this  staff  was  doubled  so  that  the 
routine  sampling  at  farms  could  be  adequately  dealt  with.  Since 
its  inception  the  enlarged  staff  has  been  strenuously  engaged,  for, 
apart  from  the  investigation  of  applications  for  new  licenses,  the 
conditions  at  each  “ Accredited' ’  farm  are  being  reviewed.  As 
regards  sampling,  endeavours  are  made  to  pay  routine  visits  to  the 
farms  at  two  monthly  intervals,  and  the  numbers  of  samples  of 
street  and  school  milks  have  been  increased.  In  addition,  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  plunging  all  bulk  milk  before  sampling  has  been  accepted. 

In  the  following  section  of  the  Report  are  details  of  the  work 
during  1938. 

Street  Sampling. 

In  the  following  tables  the  numbers  of  samples  of  ordinary  and 
specially  designated  milks  taken  during  the  year  by  the  official 
Sampling  Officers  of  the  County  Council  are  shown,  together  with 
the  results  of  the  bacteriological  and  biological  tests  carried  out  in 
the  County  Laboratory.  In  the  table  of  ordinary  milk  the  numbers 
of  samples  taken  in  the  various  Sanitary  Districts  of  the  County  are 
indicated. 
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ORDINARY  MILK  SAMPLES. 


1st  January  to  31st  December,  1938. 


No.  of 

Result  of  Examination 

Sanitary 

samples 

Cleanliness. 

T.B. 

District 

Submitted 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Urban  : 

Aldridge 

39 

22 

17 

1 

Amblecote 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Biddulph 

51 

31 

20 

5 

Bilston  .  . 

22 

11 

11 

1 

Brierley  Hill 

31 

19 

12 

2 

Brownhills 

*  5 

2 

2 

— 

Cannock 

75 

40 

35 

7 

Coseley  .  . 

25 

15 

10 

3 

Darlaston 

12 

6 

6 

2 

Kidsgrove 

49 

22 

27 

2 

Leek 

53 

28 

25 

4 

Lichfield 

33 

21 

12 

3 

Rowley  Regis 

66 

19 

47 

1 

Rugeley  .  . 

27 

17 

10 

2 

Sedgley  .  . 

45 

14 

31 

5 

Stafford  .  . 

63 

38 

25 

2 

Stone 

30 

20 

10 

1 

Tam  worth 

34 

21 

13 

2 

Tettenhall 

18 

16 

2 

2 

Tipton 

38 

24 

14 

1 

Uttoxeter 

35 

20 

15 

2 

Wednesbury  .  . 

17 

7 

10 

— 

Wednesfield  .  . 

23 

7 

16 

4 

Willenhall  .  . 

45 

25 

20 

9 

Rural : 

Cannock 

*119 

54 

32 

11 

Cheadle  . . 

150 

85 

65 

2 

Leek 

62 

38 

24 

— 

Lichfield 

83 

50 

33 

1 

Newcastle 

69 

46 

23 

4 

Seisdon  .  . 

50 

29 

21 

7 

Stafford  .  . 

23 

15 

8 

2 

Stone 

24 

37 

7 

6 

Tntbury 

38 

20 

18 

4 

Uttoxeter 

17 

11 

6 

2 

Totals 

*1,473 

812 

1 

627 

100 

*  All  samples  were  not  examined  bacteriologically. 
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SPECIALLY  DESIGNATED  MILK. 


1st  January  to  31st  December,  1938. 


No.  of 

Result  of  Examination 

Designation 

Samples 

Cleanliness. 

T.B. 

Submitted 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

“Tuberculin 

Tested” 

62 

56 

6 

“Accredited” . . 

136 

121 

15 

5 

Pasteurised  .  . 

79 

72 

7 

1 

“Tuberculin 

Tested” 

Pasteurised 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Totals 

281 

253 

28 

6 

In  addition,  four  samples  of  sterilised  milk  were  taken  for 
examination. 

(i)  Bacteriological  Examination  : 

Undesignated  Milk. — Of  the  1,473  samples,  1,439  were  bacterio- 
logically  examined,  and  812  were  found  to  conform  to  a  certain 
standard  of  cleanliness,  the  remaining  627  failing  to  do  so.  Five 
hundred  and  twenty  seven  of  the  latter  were  produced  within  the 
County  and  100  outside.  The  percentage  of  samples  reported  clean 
was  56.4,  compared  with  61.8  last  year.  In  addition  to  being  un¬ 
satisfactory  from  a  cleanliness  standpoint,  53  also  contained  tubercle 
bacilli. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  names  of  the  producers  of  the  un¬ 
satisfactory  milks  were  reported  to  the  County  Farm  Institute,  and 
the  farmers  concerned  were  communicated  with  by  the  Assistant 
Director  for  Agricultural  Education,  and  offered  every  assistance. 
In  accord  nee  with  the  usual  practice,  if  no  improvement  in  the 
cleanliness  of  the  milk  resulted,  the  District  Council  in  whose  area 
the  premises  are  situated  was  informed,  so  that  the  necessary  steps 
could  be  taken  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Specially  Designated  Milks. — The  cleanliness  test  was  applied 
to  the  281  samples  submitted,  and  28,  or  10  per  cent.,  were  found  to 
be  unsatisfactory,  viz.,  6  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  15  “Accredited”  and 
7  Pasteurised.  One  of  the  samples  of  sterilized  milk  was  also  below 
standard. 
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As  regards  the  unsatisfactory  samples,  other  than  those  of 
Pasteurised  and  Sterilized  Milks,  16  were  produced  in  the  County 
and  5  outside.  The  sources  of  production  of  the  7  Pasteurised 
samples  and  the  one  of  sterilized  milk  were  not  known,  but  4  (3 
Pasteurised  and  1  Sterilized)  were  treated  at  premises  within  the 
County. 

(ii)  Biological  Examination  : 

Of  the  1,473  samples  of  ordinary  milk,  and  the  281  of  specially 
designated  milks,  1,444  and  280,  respectively,  were  examined  biologi¬ 
cally.  One  hundred  samples  of  ordinary  milk,  5  of  '  ‘Accredited” 
and  one  of  Pasteurised  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  the  examination  of  herds 
consequent  upon  positive  samples  produced  in  the  County  was 
dealt  with  by  the  Veterinary  Staff  of  the  County  Council,  and  subse¬ 
quent  cases  were  referred  to  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  102  suppliers  of  designated 
and  undesignated  milks  to  schools  or  departments,  as  detailed  in 
the  following  table  : — 


No.  of 

Schools  or 

Children 

Suppliers. 

Depts. 

supplied. 

supplied. 

(Dec.) 

'^Tuberculin  Tested”  .  . 

1 

1 

42 

"Accredited”  .  . 

81 

151 

10,426 

Pasteurised 

18 

203 

19,965 

Undesignated  .  . 

2 

2 

68 

102 

357 

30,501 

The  procedure  decided  upon  in  previous  years  was  continued, 
viz.,  the  sampling  of  the  supplies  at  least  once  each  term  after 
delivery  to  the  schools.  The  samples  are  examined  bacteriologically 
and  biologically,  and,  in  the  case  of  Pasteurised  milk,  by  the  phos¬ 
phatase  test  in  addition. 

All  herds  producing  milk  are,  of  course,  under  supervision  by 
the  Veterinary  Staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
but,  in  the  case  of  undesignated  production,  examinations  are 
normally  made  less  frequently.  However,  as  far  as  school  milk  is 
concerned,  the  Divisional  Inspector  agreed  to  deal  with  the  matter 
adequately,  so  that  the  supplies,  which  are  in  districts  where  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  designated  milk,  can  continue. 
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The  number  of  samples  collected  at  schools  during  the  year  was 
317,  and  of  these  102  failed  to  conform  with  the  required  standard 
of  cleanliness.  When  an  unsatisfactory  result  is  obtained  notifi¬ 
cation  is  made  to  the  supplier  and/or  producer,  and  repeat  samples 
are  taken. 

Fifty-eight  samples  from  Pasteurised  supplies  were  submitted 
to  the  phosphatase  test  ;  55  passed  and  3  failed. 

As  regards  the  biological  examination  of  samples ;  where 
tubercle  bacilli  are  found  the  school  supply  is  cancelled  immediately 
and  is  not  resumed  from  the  particular  source  until  the  herd  is  free 
from  infection.  In  the  meantime,  where  possible  alternative 
arrangements  are  made  so  that  the  scheme  is  not  interfered  with. 
The  number  of  tuberculous  samples  during  the  year  was  23  and  the 
procedure  mentioned  in  a  preceding  paragraph  was  adopted. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915 — Section  4. 

Although  Local  Authorities  are  no  longer  directly  responsible 
for  the  eradication  of  tuberculosis  from  dairy  herds,  the  functions  of 
Section  4  of  this  Act  still  continue.  Broadly  speaking,  if  a  local 
Medical  Officer  suspects  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk  which 
is  retailed  within  his  district,  he  endeavours  to  ascertain  the  source 
of  supply  and,  if  successful,  gives  notice  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  County  or  County  Borough  where  the  cows  from  which 
the  milk  is  obtained  are  kept,  so  that  appropriate  action  can  be  taken. 
All  such  cases  are,  of  course,  now  referred  to  the  staff  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  so  that  the  County  and  County  Borough 
Public  Health  Departments  act  in  the  capacity  of  clearing  houses 
only. 

In  1938,  138  complaints  were  received  from  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  areas  outside  the  County  where  milk  produced  in  Stafford¬ 
shire  is  sold,  and  similarly  1 4  representations  were  made  to  outside 
Authorities  in  respect  of  milk  sent  into  this  County  for  sale. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

1 .  The  grades  of  specially  designated  milk  are  : — 

(a)  “Tuberculin  Tested”  ; 

(b)  “Accredited”; 

(c)  Pasteurised, 

with  additional  permissible  qualifications  as  regards  “Tuberculin 
Tested”  Milk  (Pasteurised)  and  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  bottled 
on  the  farm  (“Certified”). 

2.  As  stated  earlier  in  the  Report,  the  issue  and  control  of 
licences  for  the  production  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  and  “Accredited” 
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Milks  in  the  Administrative  County  is  the  concern  of  the  County 
Authority.  Licences  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  milk,  however,  are 
issued  by  the  Local  Authority  of  the  area  where  the  premises  in 
which  the  process  is  carried  out  are  situated. 

3.  The  examination  of  the  “Tuberculin  Tested”  and  “Ac¬ 
credited”  milks  for  cleanliness  is  carried  out  by  the  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test  instead  of  by  Bacterial  Count  and  the  presence  of 
coliform  organisms,  the  latter  now  being  optional.  Both  grades  of 
Pasteurised  milk  are  examined  by  the  Bacterial  Count  method, 
and  by  the  phosphatase  test. 

4.  It  is  permissible  for  “Accredited”  producers  to  tuberculin 
test  their  herds  without  disposing  of  the  reactors,  but  known  reactors 
must  not  be  added  to  a  herd. 

“Accredited.” 

On  the  31st  December,  1938,  there  were  2,635  farmers  licensed 
to  produce  “Accredited”  milk,  as  compared  with  2,602  at  the  end 
of  the  previous  year.  During  the  period  under  review  12,839  samples 
of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  for  cleanliness,  and  9,764,  or 
76.05  per  cent.,  complied  with  the  required  standard. 

As  previously  stated,  endeavours  are  now  made  to  obtain  six 
routine  samples  each  year,  and,  except  on  rare  occasions,  they  are 
examined  bacteriologically  only,  the  herds  being  subject  to  adequate 
veterinary  supervision.  When  an  unsatisfactory  sample  is  obtained, 
a  report  and  notes  on  clean  milk  production  are  forwarded  to  the 
farmer,  and,  if  necessary,  a  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  at  milking  time, 
to  give  advice  on  any  faults  he  finds,  and  to  take  samples  at  various 
stages  of  production  in  order  to  check  sterilization  of  the  utensils. 
The  taking  of  these  “divided”  advisory  samples  is,  of  course,  of 
great  importance,  and  they  are  examined  for  Bacterial  Count  and 
the  presence  of  Coliform  Bacilli,  as  well  as  by  the  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test. 

Apart  from  sampling,  there  are  the  duties  in  connection  with 
buildings,  i.e.  cowsheds,  dairies  etc.,  the  constitution  of  herds,  the 
marking  of  animals,  satisfactory  records  in  the  way  of  herd  books, 
and  so  on,  which  are  carried  out  by  the  sanitary  inspection  staff.  I 
have  already  mentioned  that  the  whole  of  the  licensed  premises  are 
being  reviewed,  so  that  considerable  initial  work  is  entailed.  In 
addition,  73  applications  for  new  licences  were  received  and  dealt 
with  during  1938. 

Occasionally  it  is  found  that  the  main  conditions  attached  to  a 
licence  are  not  being  observed,  generally  as  regards  failure  to  comply 


Milk  Supply. 


103 


with  one  or  more  of  the  following  : — 

(a)  to  have  the  herd  examined  as  and  when  required  ; 

(b)  to  mark  the  cows  and  keep  a  register  of  the  herd  ; 

(c)  to  comply  with  satisfactory  conditions  in  connection  with 

the  cleanliness  of  cows  and  premises  ;  and 

(d)  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  sample  record. 

After  every  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  solution, 
but  without  success,  the  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  appropriate 
Committee,  and  during  1938  the  licences  of  54  producers  were  sus¬ 
pended  for  one  month,  16  for  two  months  and  one  was  revoked. 
Nine  other  producers  were  cautioned. 

The  majority  of  the  suspensions  followed  repeated  unsatis¬ 
factory  sample  results  after  advice  had  been  given  and  '‘divided” 
samples  taken.  In  practically  every  case  where  the  producer  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  to  appear  before  the  Sub-Committee, 
cross-examination  revealed  defects  in  methods  of  cleansing  and 
sterilising  the  dairy  utensils,  although  several  of  the  farmers  had  low 
pressure  steam  sterilisers.  One  of  the  common  sources  of  unsatis¬ 
factory  results  was  churns,  which  producers  should  always  sterilise, 
together  with  their  other  utensils,  and  any  advice  to  the  contrary 
should  be  ignored. 

“Tuberculin  Tested. ” 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  licences  in  force  for  the 
production  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  was  35,  as  against  28  at 
the  close  of  1937. 

The  remarks  regarding  sampling,  the  supervision  of  premises 
etc.,  contained  in  the  previous  section  dealing  with  the  production 
of  “Accredited”  milk,  generally  apply  in  respect  of  “Tuberculin 
Tested.”  There  is  one  difference,  however,  for  routine  samples  of 
milk  of  this  designation  are  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  as  well  as  from  a  cleanliness  standpoint.  Of  138  samples 
obtained  during  the  year,  19  failed  to  comply  with  the  required 
bacteriological  standard.  None  was  found  positive  to  the  biological 
test. 

General. 

Apart  from  the  foregoing,  there  is  one  further  activity  which  is 
worthy  of  mention.  Since  1934,  a  scheme  similar  to  that  for  schools 
has  been  in  operation  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  milk 
supplies  to  two  Children’s  Hospitals,  and  last  year  it  was  extended 
to  include  all  the  Sanatoria  and  Public  Assistance  Institutions, 
together  with  an  Infirmary.  The  samples  are  examined  bacterio- 
logically  and  biologically,  and  of  13  taken  during  1938,  7  failed  to 
pass  the  required  standard  for  cleanliness. 
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CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS, 

Samples  analysed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  shown  in 
the  report  of  the  County  Analyst,  already  referred  to,  from  which  it 
will  be  observed  that  2,113  samples  were  submitted,  1,928  of  which 
were  found  to  be  genuine  and  185  adulterated  or  below  standard. 

(1)  Milk. — During  the  year,  1,466  samples  of  undesignated  milk 
were  chemically  examined  and  159  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  samples  of  specially  designated 
milks  were  chemically  examined,  and  5  of  “Accredited”  and  one  of 
Pasteurised,  were  found  to  be  below  standard. 

The  following  samples  were  also  examined  :■ — 47  of  Sterilized 
milk  and  2  of  skimmed  milk.  They  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory 
except  6  samples  of  sterilized  milk. 

Action  Taken. — Of  the  159  unsatisfactory  samples  of  undesig¬ 
nated  milk,  38  were  formal  and  no  direct  action  could  be  taken,  but 
“follow  up”  samples  were  obtained  where  possible. 

In  40  cases,  representing  64  unsatisfactory  samples  (two  or  more 
having  been  taken  simultaneously  from  the  same  purveyor  in 
several  instances),  the  adulterations  were  small  and  cautions  were 
issued.  Nine  producers  or  retailers  were  prosecuted  in  respect  of  24 
samples  containing  added  water,  and  four  in  respect  of  7  samples 
deficient  in  fat. 

The  County  Farm  Institute,  Rodbaston,  was  asked  to  give 
assistance  to  3  producers  from  whom  12  unsatisfactory  samples  had 
been  obtained,  and  no  action  was  considered  necessary  in  connection 
with  the  remaining  14  samples. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  samples,  which  were  below  the 
presumptive  standard  in  solids-not-fat,  were  found  by  the  Freezing 
Point  Depression  test  not  to  be  adulterated  with  added  water. 

As  regards  the  graded  milks,  2  samples  of  “Accredited,”  and 
one  of  Pasteurised,  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat,  and  three 
cautions  were  issued.  In  addition,  4  samples  of  sterilized  milk  from 
one  source  were  also  deficient  in  fat,  and  the  retailer  was  cautioned. 
Six  informal  samples  were  unsatisfactory,  3  “Accredited”  and  one 
Sterilized  containing  added  water,  one  Sterilized  and  one  Pasteurised 
being  deficient  in  fat. 

In  total,  44  retailers  or  producers  were  cautioned,  and  9  were 
prosecuted.  Fines  amounting  to  £60,  together  with  £30  15s.  Od. 
costs,  were  imposed. 
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(2)  General  Articles  of  Food. — Four  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  general  articles  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  examined,  and  14  were 
found  to  be  adulterated  or  below  standard. 

A  retailer  was  cautioned  in  respect  of  one  official  sample  of 
sausage,  which  was  preserved  sausage  containing  49  parts  per  million 
of  Sulphur  Dioxide. 

Thirteen  informal  samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated,  viz.  : — 

1  Baking  Powder. 

4  Blackcurrant  Jam. 

1  Butter. 

1  Calomel  Ointment. 

1  Milk,  Condensed  Full  Cream,  Sweetened. 

5  Sausage. 

PREVENTION  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

A  scheme  under  Section  63  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929, 
has  been  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  By  this  scheme  the 
Isolation  Hospital  Services  in  the  County,  apart  from  those  for 
smallpox,  will  be  provided  in  six  areas  and  hospitals  will  be  estab¬ 
lished — where  they  do  not  already  exist — to  serve  these  areas. 

Smallpox. — No  case  of  Smallpox  was  recorded  in  1938,  a 
similar  experience  to  that  of  last  year.  The  last  case  recorded  in 
the  County  was  in  1930. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  in  the  County 
was  slightly  greater  than  that  for  the  previous  year.  There  were 
1,881  notifications  as  against  1,780  last  year,  1,262  in  Urban  Dis¬ 
tricts  and  619  in  Rural  Districts.  No  deaths  occurred  in  Urban 
Districts  but  there  were  2  in  Rural  Districts.  The  case  rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  is  2.51  compared  with  2.41  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The  death-rate  in  the  Rural  Districts  is  0.01 . 
The  prevailing  type  of  the  disease  was  mild. 

Diphtheria.— More  cases  were  notified  in  1938  than  in  the 
previous  year,  the  numbers  being  1,215  as  against  986.  The  increase 
was  general  and  in  the  Urban  Districts  there  were  1,021  cases  com¬ 
pared  with  821  in  1937.  One  hundred  and  ninety-four  cases  were 
notified  in  Rural  Districts  as  against  165  in  the  previous  year.  The 
case  rate  was  1.62  compared  with  1.58  for  England  and  Wales. 
Sixty-two  deaths  occurred  in  Urban  Districts  with  a  death-rate  of 
0.11  per  thousand  of  the  population.  Ten  died  in  Rural  Districts 
which  yields  a  death-rate  of  0.06.  On  reference  to  the  tables  at  the 
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end  of  the  Report  the  numbers  and  death-rates  for  each  Sanitary 
District  will  be  found.  The  prevailing  form  of  diphtheria,  although 
more  severe  than  scarlet  fever,  was  mild.  Cases  were  notified  in  34 
of  the  35  Sanitary  Districts. 

By  arrangement  with  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  carried  out  Schick  testing  and  im¬ 
munisation  in  children  attending  schools  and  in  the  Aldridge,  Amble- 
cote,  Brierley  Hill,  Brownhills,  Leek,  Sedgley,  Stafford,  Uttoxeter, 
Wednesfield  and  Willenhall  Urban  Districts,  and  the  Cannock  and 
Tutbury  Rural  Districts,  the  work  undertaken  being  a  continuation 
of  that  started  in  previous  years.  In  the  Biddulph,  Darlaston, 
Lichfield,  Stone  and  Tam  worth  Urban  Districts,  and  the  Leek, 
Lichfield,  Newcastle,  Seisdon,  Stafford  and  Stone  Rural  Districts, 
the  work  was  first  commenced  in  1938. 

Full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  facilities  afforded  at  the 
County  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  investigations,  and  28,407 
specimens  were  sent  by  medical  practitioners,  compared  with  13,649 
in  the  previous  year.  These  included  216  virulence  tests  undertaken 
in  special  cases,  and  5,853  tests  in  connection  with  a  special  investi¬ 
gation. 

Enteric  Fever. — Six  notifications  of  typhoid  fever  in  Urban 
Districts  and  one  in  a  Rural  District  were  received  during  the  year, 
compared  with  the  total  of  22  in  1937.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
this  cause.  The  case  rate  was  0.01  compared  with  0.03  for  England 
and  Wales.  On  reference  to  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report,  the 
areas  in  which  these  cases  occurred  will  be  seen. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Four  cases  were  notified  during 
1938  but  thirteen  deaths  were  reported,  and  the  districts  in  which 
they  occurred  will  be  found  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

Dysentery. — During  the  year  65  cases  of  dysentery  were  noti¬ 
fied.  They  occurred  in  the  following  districts  : — Aldridge  U.D.  2; 
Bilston  M.B.  5  ;  Brownhills  U.D.  5  ;  Cannock  U.D.  5  ;  Stafford  M.B. 
2  ;  Wednesfield  U.D.  4  ;  Willenhall  U.D.  5  ;  Cannock  R.D.  13  ; 
Cheadle  R.D.  9  ;  Stafford  R.D.  3  ;  Stone  R.D.  11  ;  Uttoxeter  R.D.  1. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — During  the  year,  33  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied,  27  in  Urban  Districts  and  6  in  Rural  Districts.  In  no  instance 
did  these  cases  constitute  an  epidemic.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
cerebro-spinal  fever  registered  during  the  year  is  15. 

Forty-six  specimens  of  cerebro-spinal  fluid  were  examined  in 
the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory.  In  addition,  42  swabs  were 
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examined  and  typing  was  undertaken  when  possible.  In  various 
areas  throughout  the  County  the  services  of  Consultants  are  at  the 
disposal  of  General  Practitioners,  and  special  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  to  be  sent  to  the  Laboratory 
in  a  portable  incubator,  because  these  organisms  do  not  survive  if 
sent  through  the  post  in  the  ordinary  way. 

With  reference  to  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  the  deaths 
from  measles,  whooping  cough,  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  are  as 
follows  : — 

Measles. — There  were  6  deaths  in  Urban  Districts  with  a  death- 
rate  of  0.01,  and  3  deaths  in  Rural  Districts  with  a  death-rate  of  0.02. 
As  the  disease  is  not  notifiable  the  number  of  cases  is  unknown,  but 
from  the  returns  sent  in  by  Head  Teachers  of  Elementary  Schools, 
I  find  that  a  total  of  1,807  cases  of  measles  and  41  cases  of  German 
measles  occurred  in  children  of  school  age. 

At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  cases  so 
reported  relate  only  to  the  County  Elementary  Education  Area, 
having  an  estimated  population  of  474,940  out  of  749,900  for  the 
Administrative  County,  and  consequently  there  must  have  been 
many  more  cases. 

Whooping  Cough. — In  1938  there  were  20  deaths  in  Urban 
Districts  with  a  death-rate  of  0.04  and  6  deaths  in  Rural  Districts 
with  a  death-rate  of  0.03.  The  deaths  occurred  in  13  of  the  25  Urban 
Districts  ;  only  4  of  the  10  Rural  Districts  were  affected.  The  school 
teachers  in  the  County  Elementary  Education  Area  reported  915 
cases  in  children  of  school  age,  but  the  disease  specially  attacks 
children  during  infancy,  and  is  more  fatal  at  that  period  of  life.  As 
the  disease  is  not  notifiable  we  have  no  accurate  knowledge  of  its 
incidence. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. — 45  deaths  occurred  in  Urban 
Districts,  and  13  in  Rural  Districts,  the  death-rate  in  each  case  being 
4.4  per  thousand  live  births,  in  children  under  2  years  of  age.  The 
cases  occurred  in  16  of  the  Urban  Districts  and  in  6  of  the  Rural 
Districts. 

Influenza. — In  1938  there  were  115  deaths  in  Urban  and  27 
in  Rural  Districts,  as  compared  with  254  and  105,  respectively, 
during  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  with  the 
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deaths,  in  the  Administrative  County  during  1938,  are  as  follows  : — ■ 


Diseases 

Notific 

ations 

Dea 

iths 

f  Cases 
admitted 
to 

Hospital 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1,262 

619 

— 

2 

1,255 

Diphtheria 

1,021 

194 

62 

10 

979 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

6 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

106 

30 

10 

2 

71 

Erysipelas 

240 

52 

* 

* 

26 1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

27 

6 

11 

4 

25 

Poliomyelitis 

19 

12 

2 

1 

20 

Pneumonia 

1,052 

197 

537 

96 

69 1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

3 

1 

11 

2 

— 

Dysentery 

28 

37 

* 

* 

13 

*  Not  classified  in  Registrar- General’s  Return. 


f  Information  obtained  from  District  Reports, 
f  Complete  figures  not  available. 


VACCINATION. 

The  ineffectiveness  of  the  working  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  is 
shown  on  examination  of  the  Returns  of  the  various  Vaccination 
Officers  for  the  year  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1937,  where  it 
is  seen  that  out  of  10,725  children  born  during  the  year  in  whom 
vaccination  was  possible,  only  26.0  per  cent,  were  subsequently 
protected  against  small-pox. 


CANCER. 

In  the  following  table,  the  deaths  from  Cancer  during  1938,  in 
age  and  sex  groups,  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  the  County, 


Cancer —  T  uberculosis. 
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are  shown  : — 


Age 

Groups 

Urban  Districts 

Rural  Distri< 

;ts 

Grand 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0-  ... 

1-  ... 

O 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

l 

5- 

15-  ... 

1 

3 

4 

1 

— 

1 

5 

25-  ... 

4 

7 

11 

2 

3 

5 

16 

35-  ... 

22 

26 

48 

3 

8 

11 

59 

45-  ... 

60 

72 

132 

11 

29 

40 

172 

55- 

96 

104 

200 

36 

32 

68 

268 

65— 

146 

101 

247 

47 

43 

90 

337 

75- 

61 

68 

129 

21 

25 

46 

175 

Totals... 

390 

381 

771 

122 

140 

262 

1,033 

Attention  has  been  directed  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  this  cause  in  recent  years.  Leaflets,  giving  information 
on  the  matter,  have  been  distributed  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres  in  the  Health  Visiting  Area,  in  which  the  urgent 
need  for  early  treatment  is  stressed,  and  it  is  pointed  out  that  in 
many  instances  the  early  stages  of  this  disease  are  painless,  so  that 
many  sufferers  do  not  seek  advice  until  it  is  too  late  to  expect  a 
definite  cure.  The  surgical  treatment  required  is  given  at  the  volun¬ 
tary  hospitals.  At  the  North  Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary  treat¬ 
ment  by  radium  is  available,  and,  in  special  instances,  cases  requiring 
deep  ray  therapy  are  referred  to  the  Birmingham  Dudley  Road 
Institution.  These  Hospitals  will  provide  surgical  treatment,  but 
those  cases  requiring  either  radium  treatment  or  deep  ray  therapy 
will  be  referred  to  the  Institutions  already  mentioned. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  6,696  cases  of  all  forms  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  registers  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
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Health,  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Total 

Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmois 

[ARY 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

6,696 

2,381 

2,202 

4,583 

1,128 

985 

2,113 

This  indicates  that  there  is  one  case  of  tuberculosis  in  every  112 
persons,  or  9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and,  on  reference  to  the 
mortality  tables  which  follow,  it  will  be  found  that  approximately 
one  death  occurred  amongst  fourteen  cases  in  the  year. 


During  the  year,  372  persons  died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
giving  a  death-rate  of  0.50  per  thousand  of  the  population,  whilst 
93  deaths  occurred  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  with  a  death- 
rate  of  0.12. 

The  following  table  shows  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  including 
primary  notifications  and  cases  which  came  to  notice  otherwise  than 
by  formal  notification,  and  deaths  from  the  disease,  classified 
according  to  ages  and  sex  : — 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0- 

— 

— 

8 

5 

1 

— 

9 

6 

1- 

5 

1 

16 

26 

1 

— 

16 

17 

5- 

10 

9 

33 

25  \ 

4 

7 

o 

10- 

8 

10 

19 

16/ 

15- 

20- 

35 

66 

50 

57 

14 

2 

12\ 

7/ 

42 

49 

4 

12 

25- 

83 

82 

14 

7 

44 

42 

7 

4 

35-  ... 

65 

34 

3 

7 

45 

35 

2 

1 

45- 

49 

15 

4 

2 

27 

14 

— 

2 

55- 

39 

15 

1 

2 

30 

13 

— 

1 

65  and 

upwards 

11 

9 

1 

— 

9 

11 

— 

3 

Totals 

371 

282 

115 

109 

203 

169 

45 

48 

In  the  General  Tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report,  the  death  rates 
for  each  Sanitary  District  during  1938  will  be  found. 


Tuberculosis. 


Ill 


On  reference  to  the  tables,  it  will  be  seen  that,  as  regards  the 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  the  incidence  is  greater  in  males 
than  in  females,  but  is  more  marked  in  females  between  the  ages  of 
15  and  34.  It  will  also  be  noted  that  more  deaths  occur  in  young 
women,  but  after  the  age  of  25  more  men  are  fatally  affected.  The 
non-pulmonarv  forms  of  the  disease  occur  mainly  before  adult  life  is 
reached,  and  are  particularly  fatal  during  the  first  years  of  life.  In 
the  succeeding  years  the  disease  is  more  chronic,  and,  whilst  resulting 
in  much  disability  and  ill-health,  does  not  often  cause  death.  The 
non-pulmonary  forms  arise  from  infection  through  tuberculous  milk 
and  from  open  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  primary  notifications 
received  since  1913  : — 


1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1722 

1399 

1233 

1048 

873 

856 

699 

642 

929 

971 

1029 

974 

1232 

19261927 

1928 

1929  1930 

| 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

14004106 

1194 

1017  1021 

I 

1129 

1074 

1011 

929 

825 

831 

858 

789 

With  regard  to  notifications,  speaking  generally,  this  duty  is 
satisfactorily  performed  in  the  County.  As  already  noted,  the  ratio 
of  deaths  to  cases  is  approximately  one  to  fourteen  and  this  compares 
favourably  with  the  figure  laid  down  by  experts  that  for  every 
death  there  are  at  least  ten  persons  suffering  from  the  disease.  The 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  reported  88  cases,  as  against  99 
last  year,  that  had  come  to  their  knowledge  in  various  ways  not 
having  been  previously  notified.  It  was  found  that  48  had  died 
without  being  formally  notified  under  the  Regulations,  27  were 
taken  from  the  death  returns  of  the  local  Registrars,  and  12  were 
transferable  deaths  sent  by  the  Registrar-General,  that  is  to  say  the 
death  occurred  outside  the  district  where  the  person  usually  resided. 
Nine  cases  were  notified  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  after  the 
death  had  occurred. 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  the  total  tuber¬ 
culosis  deaths  is  1  in  9.69  ;  roughly  9  out  of  10  deaths  were  notified 
under  the  Regulations  before  death. 

With  regard  to  the  unreported  cases,  I  am  afraid  we  cannot 
expect  always  to  receive  the  notifications  before  death,  especially 
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where  the  disease  is  extremely  acute,  and  some  cases  are  bound  to 
occur  in  which  the  practitioner  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
disease  had  been  previously  notified. 

Dispensaries  and  Treatment. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  in  the  County  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Joint  Board  for  Tuberculosis.  There  are  thirteen 
Dispensaries,  of  which  four  are  main  Dispensaries  and  have  been 
built  specially  for  the  purpose. 

An  account  of  the  treatment  afforded  for  tuberculosis  will  be 
found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Joint  Board  of  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  and  the  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  County 
Boroughs.  This  body  is  only  responsible  for  treatment  and  not  for 
measures  of  prevention,  which  duty  falls  upon  the  District  Councils, 
and  their  contribution  towards  the  measures  for  dealing  with  this 
complex  subject  relates  to  the  environmental  conditions  of  the 
patient,  among  these  being  adequate  housing  in  each  district,  which 
is  of  paramount  importance.  An  investigation  of  the  environmental 
conditions  of  each  patient  is  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  as  soon  as 
the  disease  is  notified,  and  although  every  effort  is  made  to  arrange 
the  accommodation  in  the  house  so  that  the  patient  can  have  a 
room  to  himself,  this  has  only  been  found  possible  in  39.8  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  reviewed  in  the  Joint  Board’s  Area  in  1938. 

Although  this  figure  is  still  too  low  and  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  improve  it,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  many  of  the  cases 
investigated  were  suffering  from  non-pulmonary,  and  therefore, 
non-infectious  disease,  and  some  were  T.B. -minus  cases  which  are  also 
non-inf ectious.  Further,  this  percentage  of  cases  having  bedrooms  to 
themselves  has  improved  gradually  during  the  last  ten  years,  for  in 
1928  the  percentage  of  patients  having  separate  bedrooms  was  25.1 
compared  with  last  year’s  figure  of  39.8.  In  every  case  in  which 
overcrowding  was  brought  to  our  notice,  the  attention  of  the  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  specially  drawn  to  the  matter. 

In  this  connection,  I  desire  to  emphasize  the  necessity  of  District 
Councils  utilising  to  the  full  all  the  powers  they  possess  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  for  it  is  one  of  the  primary  duties  of  a  Sanitary 
Authority  to  provide  adequate  housing  accommodation  for  the  popu¬ 
lation  in  their  area. 

During  the  year,  no  official  action  was  found  to  be  necessary 
under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925,  which  prohibit  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
engaging  in  milking  operations  etc. 
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No  action  was  taken  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Plealth  Act, 
1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  during  the 
year. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  death-rates  in  the  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  from  1914  : — 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
Population 


Year 

Phthisis 

Other  f 
Tube 

Drms  of 
rculosis 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

1914 

0.89 

0.54 

0.31 

0.20 

1915 

0.94 

0.67 

0.34 

0.29 

1916 

1.01 

0.80 

0.40 

0.29 

1917 

1.01 

0.74 

0.34 

0.31 

1918 

1.03 

0.88 

0.31 

0.28 

1919 

0.83 

0.61 

0.22 

0.30 

1920 

0.75 

0.56 

0.30 

0.21 

1921 

0.80 

0.53 

0.23 

0.21 

1922 

0.80 

0.55 

0.24 

0.17 

1923 

0.75 

0.58 

0.25 

0.22 

1924 

0.73 

0.58 

0.22 

0.20 

1925 

0.83 

0.49 

0.22 

0.14 

1926 

0.74 

0.50 

0.22 

0.11 

1927 

0.73 

0.44 

0.21 

0.22 

1928 

0.64 

0.48 

0.14 

0.13 

1929 

0.76 

0.54 

0.15 

0.12 

1930 

0.72 

0.54 

0.15 

0.13 

1931 

0.78 

0.52 

0.17 

0.13 

1932 

0.64 

0.42 

0.16 

0.14 

1933 

0.72 

0.50 

0.14 

0.08 

1934 

0.67 

0.43 

0.11 

0.16 

1935 

0.67 

0.35 

0.13 

0.08 

1936 

0.53 

0.34 

0.11 

0.08 

1937 

0.60 

0.41 

0.13 

0.11 

1938 

0.56 

0.29 

013 

0.11 

September,  1939. 


W.  D.  CARRUTHERS, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Table  showing  Population,  Number  of  Persons  per  acre,  Birth  and  Death-rates  as  well  as  the  Death-rates  at  all  116 
ages  and  among  Children  under  1  year,  and  the  Death-rates  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Tuberculosis,  Diseases 
of  the  Respiratory  Organs  etc. 
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Deaths  occurring  during  the  year  1938  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities 

together  with  Births  occurring  during  the  year. 
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URBAN — continued, 


MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE 

Particulars  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-natal  Clinics  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 
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MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE 


L— LEGITIMATE. 

I.  —ILLEGITIMATE. 


Particulars  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 


No.  of 

Health 

- 

Births 

Children  on 
Visiting  List 
at  end  of  1938 

Deaths  Removals  and  Transfers,  of  Children  on 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Esti- 

Visf 
at  31. 

ors 

12.38 

Notified 

Transfers  from  other  Districts 
during  the  year 

First  Visits 

Revisits 

Total  Visits 

Visiting  List  during  1938 

No.  of  cases  of 

District 

mated 

at 

Registered 
Live  Births 

Registered 

Still-Births 

Live  E 

iirths 

Stillborn 

By  Parents 
and 

Doctors 

Un 

ten 

der 

lays 

Over  10  days 
and  under 
one  year 

One 
and  i 
fiv( 

year 

nder 

Expect- 

ant 

Mothers 

Children 

Expect¬ 

ant 

Mothers 

Ch 

ldren 

Expect- 

ant 

Mothers 

Ch 

ldren 

Under 
ten  days 

Over  ten 
under  o 

days  and 
ne  year 

One  y 
unde 

:ar  and 
r  five 

Trans- 

insanitary 
conditions  reported 
to  Medical  Officers 

of 

1938 

Whole- 

time 

Part- 

time 

Full  term 

Premature 

Full  term 

Premature 

ay 

Midwives 

Under 
1  year 

Between 

1  &  5 

Under 

1  year 

Between 
1  &  5 

Under 

1  year 

Between 
1  &  5 
years 

Under 
1  year 

One  year 
and 
under 
five 

Deaths 

Removals 

Des 

tths 

Rem 

ovals 

Des 

iths 

Rem 

ovals 

ferred  to 
School 

of  Health 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

i. 

years 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

URBAN. 

Aldridge . 

18,810 

2 

418 

8 

16 

1 

360 

5 

4 

10 

1 

336 

4 

38 

2 

88 

3 

127 

2 

177 

391 

137 

250 

2,532 

4,986 

427 

2,923 

5,123 

395 

1,047 

6 

11 

1 

63 

2 

6 

116 

210 

7 

Amblecote 

2,880 

1(a) 

40 

... 

42 

2 

1 

45 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

3 

8 

16 

48 

8 

24 

284 

531 

40 

332 

539 

39 

114 

2 

2 

9 

1 

1 

... 

10 

21 

2 

Biddulph  . 

*9,837 

2 

174 

4 

8 

2 

177 

3 

9 

7 

1 

3 

191 

4 

3 

2 

33 

71 

2 

50 

193 

43 

56 

1,413 

2,909 

106 

1,606 

2,952 

174 

635 

4 

3 

42 

1 

4 

75 

2 

135 

... 

Brierley  Hill... 

46,360 

6 

759 

12 

34 

737 

6 

43 

23 

14 

1 

785 

6 

32 

1 

88 

203 

188 

850 

99 

196 

6,311 

12,341 

384 

7,161 

12,440 

753 

2,619 

12 

1 

26 

... 

99 

1 

11 

206 

1 

619 

12 

Brownhills 

19,570 

3(6) 

351 

6 

14 

345 

4 

10 

10 

4 

366 

4 

3 

48 

2 

112 

3 

46 

362 

50 

56 

3,074 

4,883 

102 

3,436 

4,933 

370 

1,097 

10 

18 

1 

53 

... 

11 

1 

115 

1 

275 

34 

Darlaston 

20,290 

3 

394 

8 

10 

376 

... 

23 

7 

3 

404 

5 

36 

77 

64 

438 

15 

69 

2,506 

3,214 

133 

2,944 

3,229 

410 

1,249 

13 

5 

17 

35 

... 

3 

... 

71 

4 

261 

Kidsgrove . 

14,600 

3 

241 

5 

16 

2 

221 

4 

1 

11 

1 

5 

235 

5 

3 

21 

73 

29 

233 

49 

40 

1,855 

3,297 

69 

2,088 

3,346 

209 

855 

2 

6 

1 

39 

2 

2 

65 

2 

178 

9 

Leek . 

19.300 

3 

218 

14 

13 

214 

9 

6 

1 

8 

4 

227 

8 

5 

2 

39 

1 

128 

5 

57 

213 

32 

42 

1,975 

4,625 

99 

2,188 

4,657 

221 

832 

4 

2 

2 

... 

52 

2 

4 

... 

146 

4 

217 

8 

Lichfield  ... 

8,760 

2(c) 

151 

8 

11 

1 

131 

5 

8 

7 

4 

145 

5 

5 

23 

... 

56 

... 

47 

143 

22 

52 

867 

1,807 

99 

1,010 

1,829 

128 

435 

3 

4 

44 

3 

... 

58 

2 

104 

Rugeley  . 

7,504 

1(d) 

110 

2 

8 

118 

1 

10 

5 

... 

127 

1 

6 

10 

1 

28 

1 

22 

94 

3 

34 

557 

1,501 

56 

651 

1,504 

116 

439 

3 

10 

20 

3 

28 

96 

4 

Sedgley  . 

20,350 

3 

312 

9 

6 

293 

7 

13 

4 

2 

297 

7 

15 

29 

45 

57 

318 

31 

26 

2,099 

4,855 

83 

2,417 

4,886 

287 

1,024 

9 

6 

... 

41 

4 

72 

1 

219 

5 

Stone  . 

6,315 

1 

83 

3 

5 

... 

75 

2 

4 

3 

2 

78 

2 

6 

14 

12 

... 

34 

89 

11 

59 

709 

1,596 

93 

798 

1,607 

72 

265 

6 

3 

... 

12 

... 

1 

27 

... 

48 

... 

Tamworth 

11,920 

2(e) 

169 

9 

11 

... 

180 

... 

10 

186 

... 

4 

26 

... 

38 

23 

139 

5 

29 

2,002 

2,535 

52 

2,141 

2,540 

170 

543 

1 

4 

... 

26 

2 

... 

48 

1 

152 

1 

Tettenhall 

6,738 

1 

85 

2 

3 

75 

1 

1 

2 

1 

74 

3 

3 

10 

3 

29 

73 

4 

28 

548 

1,794 

57 

621 

1,798 

62 

186 

1 

1 

... 

26 

1 

... 

18 

37 

5 

Uttoxeter 

6,796 

... 

2(f) 

115 

1 

8 

... 

120 

1 

... 

6 

2 

127 

1 

1 

5 

... 

26 

125 

16 

1,222 

1,426 

... 

1,347 

1,442 

106 

350 

5 

5 

... 

12 

1 

2 

25 

1 

75 

Wednesfield  . . . 

13,920 

2 

... 

313 

9 

13 

... 

285 

5 

19 

8 

6 

311 

5 

7 

53 

74 

... 

112 

319 

67 

128 

2,611 

3,224 

240 

2,930 

3,291 

292 

776 

10 

11 

... 

57 

6 

82 

... 

159 

3 

WlLLENHALL 

28,100 

5 

... 

545 

14 

16 

1 

582 

10 

13 

6 

587 

... 

24 

37 

113 

171 

513 

46 

163 

3,454 

5,786 

334 

3,967 

5,832 

475 

1,784 

8 

22 

52 

... 

13 

117 

461 

5 

RURAL. 

Cannock  . 

21,670 

3 

411 

15 

18 

3 

376 

14 

17 

12 

1 

8 

1 

391 

16 

22 

... 

85 

2 

206 

163 

476 

170 

176 

3,328 

7,487 

339 

3,804 

7,657 

398 

1,227 

10 

1 

16 

1 

76 

3 

6 

192 

1 

284 

10 

Cheadle  . 

30,380 

1 

10(g) 

484 

12 

14 

4 

467 

2 

5 

11 

7 

1 

482 

2 

8 

1 

44 

1 

87 

3 

205 

454 

42 

597 

3,499 

6,415 

802 

3,953 

6,457 

461 

1,657 

12 

1 

9 

1 

76 

3 

5 

1 

96 

2 

351 

1 

Leek . 

16,020 

1 

4 

258 

9 

13 

1 

254 

5 

10 

12 

1 

1 

260 

5 

17 

1 

32 

33 

122 

299 

57 

500 

2,041 

4,204 

622 

2,340 

4,261 

244 

791 

10 

8 

39 

1 

2 

... 

69 

136 

4 

Lichfield . 

32,210 

4 

2 

509 

28 

26 

... 

465 

5 

4 

1 

21 

... 

2 

472 

6 

20 

... 

92 

2 

173 

1 

100 

465 

71 

264 

3,584 

6,990 

364 

4,049 

7,061 

498 

1,472 

4 

14 

1 

95 

1 

3 

... 

154 

1 

359 

18 

Newcastle 

16,150 

2 

3(A) 

207 

18 

21 

2 

194 

7 

1 

1 

15 

1 

3 

189 

7 

24 

2 

15 

25 

... 

76 

184 

23 

108 

1,684 

4,085 

184 

1,868 

4,108 

206 

783 

5 

4 

1 

17 

1 

2 

28 

... 

197 

2 

Seisdon  . 

16,770 

2  (*) 

... 

265 

14 

12 

... 

279 

6 

4 

5 

2 

275 

5 

15 

1 

41 

... 

77 

... 

57 

260 

53 

19 

2,002 

5,052 

76 

2,262 

5,105 

274 

848 

4 

2 

... 

58 

... 

3 

... 

78 

7 

133 

1 

Stafford  . 

13.320 

... 

8(7) 

208 

9 

6 

1 

204 

9 

5 

1 

4 

... 

2 

204 

8 

11 

2 

1 

37 

1 

89 

1 

161 

215 

54 

739 

2,195 

3,001 

900 

2,410 

3,055 

206 

674 

4 

7 

... 

45 

2 

119 

2 

162 

1 

Stone  . 

12,290 

6(A) 

154 

3 

11 

145 

3 

4 

6 

2 

150 

3 

7 

... 

25 

69 

... 

97 

138 

45 

640 

1,283 

3,379 

737 

1,421 

3,424 

138 

530 

2 

6 

37 

2 

3 

... 

71 

98 

2 

Tutbury  . 

12,360 

2(1) 

•  .  . 

188 

6 

4 

2 

163 

1 

2 

... 

133 

1 

32 

... 

... 

34 

50 

1 

40 

158 

11 

57 

1,257 

2,574 

97 

1,415 

2,585 

172 

555 

1 

... 

3 

... 

18 

... 

2 

... 

53 

... 

101 

Uttoxeter  ... 

9,530 

... 

7  (m) 

133 

2 

6 

133 

1 

1 

4 

1 

134 

1 

5 

... 

16 

1 

52 

54 

123 

43 

249 

1,135 

2,493 

303 

1,258 

2,536 

136 

392 

1 

... 

... 

3 

... 

18 

1 

1 

41 

1 

80 

... 

442,750 

55 

42 

7,295 

230 

323 

20 

7,011 

106 

213 

5 

227 

6 

81 

6 

7,211 

109 

321 

14 

1 

984 

14 

2,055 

19 

2,197 

7,313 

1,207 

4,601 

56,027 

106,990 

6,798 

63,340 

108,197 

7,012 

23,179 

152 

5 

6 

222 

7 

1,161 

25 

103 

2 

2,180 

33 

5,168 

134 

(a)  Also  serves  part  of  Brierley  Hill  U.D. 

(b)  One  H.V.  also  serves  part  of  Lichfield  R.D. 

(c)  „  ,,  „  ,,  ,,  Rugeley  U.D.  and  Lichfield  R.D. 

(d)  Also  serves  parts  of  the  Lichfield  and  Uttoxeter  R.D's. 

(e)  One  H.V.  also  serves  part  of  an  area  in  Warwickshire. 

(/)  Also  serves  part  of  Uttoxeter  R.D. 

(g)  Two  H.V.’s  also  serve  parts  of  the  Leek,  Stone  and  Uttoxeter  R.D’s. 
(A)  One  H.V.  also  serves  part  of  Stone  R.D. 

(»)  Also  serve  parts  of  Brierley  Hill  U.D. 

(/)  Two  H.V.’s  also  serve  part  of  Stone  R.D. 

(A)  Two  H.V’s  also  serve  parts  of  the  Cheadle  and  Stafford  R.D’s. 

(I)  One  H.V.  also  serves  part  of  Uttoxeter  R.D. 

\tn)  One  H.V.  also  serves  part  of  Cheadle  R.D. 


